40 years and counting
Man proves dedication to job

Glenn Grant Farrer has
worked for the company that
is now known as Nabors Well
Services Co, for the past 40
years and is-still going.

He began working there on
June 1, 1973, and during the
past 40 years has never taken a
sick day and only two weeks of
vacation over that entire span
of time, company officials said.

“Glenn is what you call
a dedicated worker and you
will find him on weekends and
holidays covering for others,
so that they can have time with
their families,” company of-
ficials said.

He is known as the go-to
person if someone has a ques- -
tion on what needs to be done,
and safety is always at the top
of the list when it comes to his
crews, according to Nabors
officials.

He has brought many men

that started as laborers on his
crew Lo supervisor positions.
He has a firm belief that you ,
need to teach them the whole
job, so that they can advance
and be productive.

“Success is simple - do
what is right . . . the right way
. . . at the right time.” His
famous saying is “Don’t sweat
the small stuff because it is all
small stuff.”

Farrer is the definition of
work ethics and few can claim
such a day in and day out
record, said his supervisors at
Nabors.

Farrer is also the proud
father of five sons and one
daughter. Phillip is a doctor,
Kevin played professional
footbali, Neil is a consultant
for Berry Petroleum Corp.,
Kerry is self employed as &
contractor, Tony works for
Price Auto as a mechanic and

KayCee works for McDon-
alds. Farrer adopted Tony and
KayCee when they were very
young and has raised them on
his own for the past 12 years.
He has residences in Oran-
geville and Roosevelt, which
allows him the flexibility on
being where the work is.

He is honored and respect- -

ed by all that deal with him.
Farrer is also known for his
generous heart and is always
donating to such things as
Angel Tree, Run Walk and
Roll for disability equipment,
school projects, taking foad 1o
the elderly, giving to f-amilies
in need for Christmas, donating
for parties for Headstart, taking
care of the elderly neighbors,
donating to the food bank, pay-
ing fees for elementary chil-
dren who don’t have money for
extra curricular activities, and
much much more,
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ASHLEY'S GIFT

A liver for Lul.u

Two daughters, Ashley Maynard, lefi, and LuLu
Badger, right, and their mothers, are forever
limked by a ‘wonderful, yet horrible’ donation.
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STEVE GRIFFIN | T7e Salt Lake Tiurie
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Primary Children's Medical Center for liver transplant surgery,

By HEATHER MAY 1 e Salt Lake Tribune

Murray » Liz Badger is scouring every cup-
board and drawer, tossing enough kitchen con-
tainers, blankets and clothes to fill at least a
dozen bags for charity.

This time, though, she’s not nesting before
bringing a baby home from the hospital. She’s
working off her anxiety about taking her dying
daughter back.

In a pink bedroom down the hall; 13-month-
old London slumbers most of the day, in end-
stage liver fajlure. i

Affectionately called LuLu, the dark-haired,
darl-eyed girliis one of the sickest children
on the pediatric transplant waiting list:in the

western United States. Without a new liver
soon, her doctors fear, she won't make it,

Her family mostly stays home to avoid'
germs so she remains healthy enough for sur-
gery. They watch movies. They play games.

They wait for someone else’s child to die.

Liz’s cell phone is always within reach.

But part of her hdpes it won't ring, not yet.
LuLu is sick but stable, And inithe silence there
is solace: Another familyhas another day with,
their baby.

The phone is quiet-for now, butnot:formuch
longer. The life of another dark-haired, dark-
eyed girl also isifading, Fiease sew LULL, A0

~ Note toreaders » In hope of encouraging organ donation, Liz.and James Badger allowed The Salt

Lake Tribune fo followtheir daughter EuLu andher wait for a liver, In January, by coincidence, the
newspuger: separately covered:the decision of Ashley Muynard’s family to donaie her. organs. As the
two stories intertwined, the;families agreed to The Tribune’s continued reparting.

Lulu's grandparents, her: big brother Jonah and friends follow.

“A lot of my emo-
tions are tied up in
thinking about that
Jamily and praying
Jor that family. It’s
amaging in some-
one’s darkest hour
they can say, ‘Take
what you can from
this person that we
love and give life to
[up to] eight other

people.”

L1Z BADGER

On Jan, 5 while waiting.
fora liverfbrher daughter
Lulu,

Lowve strikes
when you
least expect it
Couples » Looking
for love in all the
wrong piaces? Try
the workplace. For
Valentine's Day, The
Trib is highlighting a
handful of Ltah cou-
ples who have found
love with profession-
al colleagues.» D1

The Asseeated Prss

Man sets hugs
record in Vegas

Las Vegas » A
Sl-year-old Ohio
man has embraced
the Valentine’s Day
spirit faster than
anyone before,
giving 7,777 hugs

in 24 hours for.a
new world record.
Jeff Ondash, who
soughtthe squeezes
under:the costumed
alter. ego Teddy
MecHuogin broke the
recard-of 5,000 hugs
Saturday outside the
Paris l.as Vegas hotel-
casino on the:las
Vegas Strip. Cndash
also holds the one-
hourhugsrecord
with 1,205.
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Bennet
gets ca!

Politics » Senato
donations proper
say system exploi

By MATT CANHAM

Th St Leike Tribuane

Washington » §
Bennett received
$100,000 in campai'
butions last yearlin
fense companies thi
his help obtaining c¢
nally directed earmi

While no other fa
maker from Utah cor
that amount, all but
state’s delegation obi
fense earmarks for ¢
contributors. The of
tion was Rep. Jason
who didn’t request
marks at all.

Areview by The &

Brain

drain sa
Salt Lak
County

By JEREMIAH STETT!

Tt Salt Lake Trifwne

Carolyn Bass does
spellcheck.

She got along just|
out it 40-years ago, w
Lake County put her,
motionin the motol
division. Back then, {
ty didnit need pesky
ers to do thejob ofap
paper.

But this ]ongtimq
ee, who:hecame the fs
information counte
Asgessor’s Office, ha:
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Utah may have a large per'
centage of people willing
to donate — more than 70
percent — but actually be-
coming a donoris rare.
In 2009, there were 66
\potential donors younger.
than 18, according to.Inter-!
mountain Donor Services.
_z.:m»mm_._ families mmqmmm o
donate. &
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STEVE GRIFFIN | The Salt Lake Tribune

Liz and James Badger hold hands as they ses their daughter, Lulu, for the first time following her
liver transplant surgery at Primary Children’s Medical Center.

At midnight in the ICU, Liz
places a gloved hand over Lu-
Lu’s already-shrunken abdo-
men and on top of her new liv-
er. She quietly says a prayer of
thanks to her daughter’s “do-
nor angel.”

Caressing LuLu’s head,
she says: “You did it. You got
anew liver.”

‘She’s dying a hero’ » Of-
ficially, Liz and James only
know LuLu received the left
segment of a liver. But they’'re

_ convinced they’ve seen their

angel.

On the morning of LuLu’s
surgery, Liz received an e-
mail from her sister urging
her to read a story in The Sait
Lake Tribune,

Liz stares at Ashley’s qui-
et smile and reads about her
family’s decision. “I always
had a feeling in my heart
that my little girl would one
day become a hero,” William
Antico, Ashley’s father, told
the newspaper. “She’s dying
a hero.”

Organ donation is anon-
ymous to allow families to
give and accept freely, with-
out the pressure of knowing
each other, says Karen Han-
nahs, a family liaison for In-
termountain Donor Services.

To protect families from
difficult emotions that can ac-
company donation, Hannahs
advises them against meeting

1

for at Jeast six months.

But Liz and James feel
compelled to go to Ashley’s
funeral to pay their respects.
They need to know about the
girl who saved LuLu’s life.

Three days after Lulu’s
surgery, they leave her in
intensive care to drive 170
miles east through the night
and snow to Vernal.

They arrive early at the
viewing, being held at a stake
center offered by the LDS
Church, and are alone with
Ashley, in her white casket
with images of horses, for a
half hour. Liz gently strokes
her cheek, holds her hand
and touches her where her
liver was.

Thank you, Liz says, I am
sorry you had to die.

An LDS bishop comes in
and, seeing Liz and James’
tears, asks how they know
Ashley. The couple, also
members of the church, hes-
itate, They hadn’t planned to
explain their connection to
Ashley, wanting to keep the
day’s focus on her.

After the bishop asks for
a third time, Liz whispers,

“We believe Ashley was the
donor for our baby.”

In tears, the bishop em-
braces them, insisting Camie
will want to know.

]

At peace » Driving to the
stake center, Camie prays,

wondering how she will make
it through the day, When she
walks into the room, she sees
her answer: James and Liz
are standing next to Ash-
ley’s coffin.

A relntive eagerly tells
Camie their little girl got
Ashley's liver, and Camie in-
stantly feels at peace,

The two mothers hold
each other and cry.

Without knowing it, they
had been praying for each
other for days.

Invited to stay as the cas-
ket is closed, Liz and James
listen as the family prays for
the driver who hit Ashley
and the people who received
her organs. They watch as
Camie kisses Ashley for the
last time,

At the funeral, Camie
guides them to sit amon
Ashley’s relatives, !

“She’s a piece of our family,”
Camie says of LuLu. “They

»

always will be.
EEN

*You can be OK’ » A week
later on Jan. 26, Camie and
Liz sit on a couch, hold-
ing hands at Primary Chil-
dren’s. Camie has been fol-
lowing LuLu’s progress on
Liz’s blog and she and Ash-
ley’s stepfather, Len Lacey,
want to meet her.

As the two couples talk
for more than an hour, the

mothers occasionally touch  mather, Liz, says, *It really is like there is a part of Ashley in her,

STEVE GRIFERN | The Sark Lk Tribune

Transplant surgeons carefully expose Lulu Badger's damaged
liver, in doctor’s hand, at the start of a 10-hour transplant sur-
gery to replace it with a portion of Ashlay Maynard's donor liv-
er at Primary Chiidren’s Meadical Center. Balow right, Camie Lac-
ey shares a photo of her daughter, Ashley Maynard,

their matching letter-A pen-
dants.

Liz wants a picture of
Ashley to sit next to photos
of her children. She vows to
Camie she will raise 4 daugh-
ter to make her proud; Ash-
ley, she says, has set the bar.

“I wish more than anything
she was alive,” Liz says.

Camie comforts Liz. “You
can be OK, because 'm OK,”
she says. “I've spent my
whole life trying to get me
and my family, my kids, to
heaven, and I got oné there.”

Bradbury, Ashley’s emer-
gency room doctor, HOW Says
he is comforted she lived so
that she could save m«@oﬁrﬁ.
people. Camie is proud that a
boy in Canada has her heart;
a baby girl in San Francisco
has part of her liver; a Min-
nesota woman has one kid-
ney while a Utah woman
has the other, along with her
pancreas,

Intermountain Donor
Services confirms LuLu has

lﬂ.i*.al
B » ]

Ashley’s liver. There will al-
ways be a risk she could re-
ject it, though the chances
are highest in the next year.
A lifetime of anti-rejection
drugs will bring their own
problems. .

But within days, LuLu will
be home, rolling on her stom-
ach, finally hungry, eating ce-
real and cupcakes and choc-
olate. She will jump higher in
her bouncy swing and laugh
louder. Liz will feel Ashley
gave LuLu not only life, but
some of her own zest to ful-
1y live it.

For now, holding LuLu
in the hospital, Liz points
to Camie and tells her baby,
“You can say, ‘Mama.’ She
gave you life, too.”

Camie kisses LuLu’s ban-
daged stomach, saying. “T
love you, sweetheart.”

In the room, she can feel
Ashley again.

The sparkle is back.

hmay@slerib.com
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To become an organ do-
not, a patient must die in a
hospital while on a respira-
tor and the cause of death
typically must be a head in-
jury, spokesman Alex Mc-
Ponald said. b

That explains the short- ')
age of organs: As of the
end of January, 390 Utahns
were awaiting a transplant.
As of November 2009, 238"
Utahns had received a
transplant. !

Nationally, nearty 105,600
people are awaiting trans-
plants, and 26,082 trans-
plants were performed last
year through November.

For more information
about donation, visit
yesutah.org

STEVE GRIFFIN | The Sait Lake Tribung
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dren’s Medical Center 19 days after her liver transplant surgery. Desaribing Lulu's life now, her
this spark she didn't have before” |
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By
Uintah Basin Standard

May 29, 1982.

1 was a newborn that day and
too young to remember the mo-
ment for myself. But I've heard
the story many times.

It was my brother's second
birthday. Dustin had just been
given with a set of headphones
— the kind with the giant pads
that cover the entire ear and
block out competing sounds,

My mom, Therena, said she

and my dad already had a nag-
gingsuspicion that Dustin might
have hearing loss: Their fears
were confirmed the moment the
headphones were placed over his
ears.
“He heard the music and got
thishuge smile and hig wide eyes
and a look of amazement on his
face,” my mom said. “That’s
when we knew for sure,”

Shortly after that, Dustin
was diagnosed with severe to
profound hearing loss, In his
left ear, he was virtually deaf
In his right ear, he could hear at
about 80 decibels — the volume
produced by a vacuum cleaner.
An average person hears at 10
decibels — the rustle of a pile of
leaves,

After his diagnosis, Dustin
learned sign language for some
of his basic needs and was fitted
with a hearing aid. He started
speech therapyandbythetimehe
turned 4, he could finally talk.

Over the years, hearing aid
technology unquestionably im-
proved. Still, for Dustin, there
were ail too many frustrations
and limitations. There was the
week-long family vacation to the
lake, when his hearing aid broke
onthe first day. Fortherestof the
week, he was effectively shut out
from the cheerful banter, stuck
in his own silent world.

Largegroupsettings werealso
especially difficult.

“In those types of situations,
all I can hear is a cacophony of
sounds,” he said. “It's like I'm
listening to a flock of seagulls.
It’s completely chaotic and I

A new ear for
the New Year

Dustin Morrill has lived with
severe to profound hearing loss
since he was a toddler. Two
weeks ago doctors in California
turned on an hearing device that

‘was Implanted in Morrill's right

ear. The expectation is that the
former Neola resident’s hearing
will improve dramaticaily.

can' distinguish what anyone
is saying hecause every sound is
bei.nél:mpliﬁed equally,”

Three months ago, Dustin
found out about a new offering
for the hearing impaired. The
Food and Drug Administration
had recently approved the Es-
teem — the world’s first fully
implantable hearing device. The
technology was so new that at
that time that only 400 people in
the United States had undergone
the surgery to have the device
implanted.

After moreresearch and com-
munication with Envoy Medical
+— the companv that davelaned

the implant — Dustin learned
he was an ideal candidate for the
procedure, He had the surgery
and was sent home to heal. Two
weekas ago, he flew to San Jose to
have the hearing implant turned
on.

The result, according to my
mom, was the second birthday
headphone experience all over
again — just in time for Christ-
mas, There was that same look
of wonder on Dustin’s face, All
of a sudden, he could hear things
he had never heard before.

As they left the surgical cen-
ter, Dustin turned to my mom
and asked, “What's that sound?
Is there a river here?” He had
noticed the sound of carsrushing
down the highway, something
he had never been able to pick
out.

“On the plane on the way
home, I kept asking mom if 1
was ing really, really loud,”
Dustin said. “She kept saying,
‘No, I can barely hear you,’ and

... Icouldn’t believe her. It sounded

like I was shouting.” |

Car] Geisz, U.S. sales man-
ager for Envoy Medical, said
the implantable hearing device
works for people with sensori-
neural hearing loss — or about
85 percent of people who have
a hearing impairment. Eligible
candidates must have a baseline
level of hearing and a certain
word recognition score. Unfor-
tunately, the surpery costs about
$30,000 and isn’t yet covered by
insurance companies,

The surgery. itself can take
anywhere from four to seven
hours. Surgeonsmake an incision
just behind the ear, peel back
part of the scalp, and attach a
sensor to the small bones in the
middle ear. A sound processor is
also implanted behind the outer
ear, under the skin. People who
get the surgery can hold a small
remote up to their head to adjust
the device's volume or turn it off
completely,

Geisz said the reason the
technology works so well is that
it uses the patient’s eardrum as
a natural microphone and the

hndv'anatiienl anatamsrbaendinn

A biomedical engineer from Envoy
hearing device. Morrill, who grew |
undergo surgery to receive the nev

background noise, distortion and
feedback.

“It's a very different concept
than a hearing aid,” he said.
“Our outer ear and ear canal
do a lot to channel sounds and
help in distinguishing speech,
and hearing aids bypass that,
The response has really been
overwhelming and there have
beenalof of great stories already
about how people’s lives are be-
ing changed.”

For Dustin, the pain from
the surgery was minimal. The
procedure wasn’t without its
inconveniences though. After
the surgery, it was necessary for
him to be completely deaf for six
weeks. Doctors are unable to turn
the implantable hearing aid on
until the swelling diminishes.

But because Dustin was com-
pletely deaf in his left ear and
the hearing device wasn’t turned
on in his right ear, he began to
experience auditory depriva-
tion — similar to the phantom
pains experienced by those who
have had a limb amputated.
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the implant — Dustin learned
he was an ideal candidate for the
procedure. He had the surgery
and was sent home to heal. Two
weeks ago, he flew to San Jose to
have the hearing implant turned
on.

The result, according to my
mom, was the second birthday
headphone experience all over
again — just in time for Christ-
mas. There was that same look
of wonder on Dustin’s face. All
of asudden, he could hear things
he had never heard before.

As they left the surgical cen-
ter, Dustin turned to my mom
and asked, “What’s that sound?
Is there a river here?” He had
noticed the sound of carsrushing
down the highway, something
he had never been able to pick
out.

“On the plane on the way
home, I kept asking mom if I
was talking really, really loud,”
Dustin said. “She kept saying,
‘No, I can barely hear you,’ and
I couldn't believe her. It sounded
like T was shouting.”

Carl Geisz, U.S. sales man-
ager for Envoy Medical, said
the implantable hearing device
works for people with sensori-
neural hearing loss — or about
85 percent of people who have
a hearing impairment. Eligible
candidates must have a baseline
level of hearing and a certain
word recognition score. Unfor-
tunately, the surgery costs about
$30,000 and isn’t yet covered by
insurance companies.

The surgery itself can take
anywhere from four to seven
hours. Surgeons makeanincision
just behind the ear, peel back
part of the scalp, and attach a
sensor to the small bones in the
middle ear. A sound processcr is
also implanted behind the outer
ear, under the skin. People who
get the surgery can hold a small
remote up to their head to adjust
the device’s volume or turn it off
completely.

Geisz said the reason the
technology works so well is that
it uses the patient’s eardrum as
a natural microphone and the

body's natural anatomy toreduce |
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A biomedical engineer from Envoy Medical adjusts the settings on Dustin Morrill's fully implantable

hearing device. Morrill, who grew up in

undergo surgery to receive the new technology.

background noise, distortion and
feedback.

“It's a very different concept
than a hearing aid,” he said.
“Our outer ear and ear canal
do a lot to channel sounds and
help in distinguishing speech,
and hearing aids bypass that.
The response has really been
overwhelming and there have
been alot of great stories already
about how people’s lives are be-
ing changed.”

For Dustin, the pain from
the surgery was minimal. The
procedure wasn't without its
inconveniences though. After
the surgery, it was necessary for
him to be completely deaf for six
weeks, Doctorsareunable to turn
the implantable hearing aid on
until the swelling diminishes,

But because Dustin was com-
pletely deaf in his left ear and
the hearing device wasn't turned

an in his right ear, he began to -

experience auditory depriva-
tion — similar to the phantom
pains experienced by those who
have had a limb amputated.

Sometimes, he could hear a high-
pitched buzzing. At other times,
it sounded like a very loud, very
outoftune orchestrawas playing
in his head.

“They were really not good at
all,” he said with a laugh, recall-
ing the sounds.

Even now that the hearing
implant has been connected and
turned on, Dustin still hasn't
reached the level of hearing that
will someday be possible, His
body has to adjust to the new
technology and learn how to hear
in a new way.

Today, he can hear most
sounds about as clearly as he
could with his hearing aid.
Some sounds, like the sound of
his own voice, are much louder.
Within the next few weeks, the
expectation is that his hearing
willimproveby leapsand bounds.
Because hisbhody isstill adjusting
to the new technology the loud-
est he has been able to furn the
implant onso farisa level three,
even though it goes all the way
up to a level 10.

Neola, recently became one of the first people in Utah to

Dustin doesn’t yet know ex-
actly how much his hearing will
improve, but the two short weeks
since the hearing implant was
turned on havealready given him
hope for abrighter future. Heno
longer has to worry about lesing
a job because he didn't hear his
alarm go off or sleeping through
the warning call of a shrill fire
alarm.

“People who aren’t hearing
impaired don't realize ali the
drawbacks of wearing a hear-
ing aid,” Dustin said. “If you do
somethingaslittle as smilereally
big, you get loud squealing feed-
back. You are always conscious
of everything you do and every
movement you make and how
that might affect your hearing
aid. From a vanity standpoint,
it's also not very conducive to
self confidence.”

Now, thanks to madern tech-
nology, many of those problems
are non-issues. In many ways,
my brother has been offered a
new beginning, and that’s the
best Christmas gift yet.
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Ashley’s gift:

=TWO0 MOTHERS AND THEIR DA
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=HORRIBLE’ DONATION.

S(Editor’s note:' Thiz is the

=first part of & two part atory

“about Ashley Maynard and
her family’s gift of organ do-

<pation. Part two of the story

“Will appear next week in the
Vernal Express,)

-

By Hearwen May

“The $ait Laka Tribune

~Alatof myemotionsare tied up
in thinking about that family
and praying for that family.
It's amazing in Bomeone’s
darkest hour they can 84y,
‘Take what you can from
fhis person that we. love and
give life to [up to] eight other
people.’” -- Liz Badger

Murray » Liz Badger is
scouring every cupboard
and drawer, tossing enough
kitchen containers, blankets
and clothes to fill at least a
dozen bags for charity.

This time, though, she’s

-not nesting hefore bringinga
baby home from the hospital.
She’s warking off her anxisty
about taking her dsing daugh-

-ter back there.

In a pink bedroom down the-

-hall, 13-month-pld London
slumbers most ofythe day, in
end-stage liver failure.

Affectionately called LuLu,
the dark-haired, dark-eyed
girl is one of the sickest
children on the pediatric
transplant waiting list in
the Western United States,
Without & new liver soon, her
doctors fear, she won't make
it.

Her family mostly stays
home to avoid germs so she
remains healthy enough for
surgery. They watch movies.
They play games.

They wait for somaone
else’s child to die.

Liz's cell phone is always
within reach,.

But part of her hopes it
won't ring, not yet. LuLu is
sick but stable. And in the si-
lence there i solace: Another
family has another day with
their baby:,

The phone iz quiet for now,
but not for much longer. The
life of another dark-haired,
dark-eyed gir] is also fading.

‘I love you, mom’

Naarly 200 diles.away, Ca-

mie Lacey drives her daugh-
ter, Ashlay Maynard, to her
bus stop in a small eastern
Utah town on Jan. 5. It isn't
their routine, but it's too cold
for her 12-year-old to walk. As
the bus approaches, Ashley
steps out of the car and says,
“I love you, mom."”

Camie sees her wait for one
car to drive by. Realizing Ash-
ley doesn’t see the next ons,
Camie calls out her name and
watches Ashley turn toward
her. The car strikes Ashley,
and she rolls onto the hood,
then falls o the street.

Camie knows there is little
hopewhen she gently pushes
up Ashley’s eyelids in the
Vernal emergency room: The
sparkle is gone. .

In-the coming days, Camie
will pray for her firsthorn to
let go.

Time running out

At 2 months old, doctors
diagnosed LuLu with Alpha-1
Antitrypsin Deficiency. The
rare genetic disorder traps a
protein in her liver, causing
acars and preventing it from
controlling infections, filter-

ing toxins and processing:

food.

As she grew, LuLu didn’t
have the fat, dimpled fists
of a healthy baby. Every pro-
truding vertebra in her back
was a reminder of the food
she couldn’t eat. The disease
made her nauseated and pre-
vented her from digesting the
nutrients she eventually had
to take through a tube,

Yet her beily was swollen.
High blood pressure in the
veing leading to her liver
caused fluids to leak into her
abdomen, which had fo be
drained by a needle.

Before her first birthday, it
was clear she needed a liver
transplant,

Liz and her husband James,
both 28, wera determined
one of them would give their
daughter lifa for a second
time. In theory, a surgeon
could remove a portion of one
of their livers for LuLu.

“Iwantustohavematching
scars,” Liz wrote in November
on a blog chronicling LuLu's
illness. “I want her to be abla
to look at me whenever she'

T wELn
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A liver for LuLu

UGHTERS ARE FOREVER LINKED BY A ‘WONDERFUL, YET

feels self-conscious and see
how proud I am of my scar.”

But both parents were
ruled out, and doctors at
Primary Children’s Medical
Center in Salt Lake City put
LuLu on the waiting list for a
deceased organ donor. When
her kidneys started to fail in
December, she advanced to
the top.

Liz learned LuLu’s ideal
match would come from a
child. That kept her up at
night. Will he or she have
been ill for months? Or will
the death be unexpected?

“I will be sick for that mom
that wants to die because her
baby is nolongerin her arms,”
Liz wrote at about 2 a.m. in
late December during LuLu’s
third extended hospital stay
for an'infection and care that
had her kidneys working
agaimn.

“I would want to dis, too.
And that is why I feel heart-
broken tonight and every
night as I lay thinking ahout
this wonderful yet horrible
process of organ donation.”
Letting go

At LuLu’s weekly appoint-
ment on Jan. 8, Liz sings the

Bob Marley song “Three Little |

Birds,” LuLu likes to shake
her belly up and down to the

words: “Don't worry about a

thing, ‘cause every little thing
gonnabe all right.” Today, Liz
wanta to calm LuLu, who has

r.just thrown up, and convince
herself that the lyrics are
true,

Linda Book, Primary's
medical director of liver
transplantation, tells her and
James, “I know you're anxious
to get this finished and get her
well.”

Liz struggles to agree.
“We are,” she says, thinking
of where the liver. will come
from, “but it’s a strange spot
to be in.” 3

Just down the hall, un-
known to Liz.and James, Ash-
ley lies still in the pediatric
intensive care unit.

The sister of 7-year-old
Samantha, 5-year-old Abigail
and 13-year-old stepsister
Danyeal, Ashley is in sixth

ade at Vernal Middle School.

I# is the type to'comfort.a

crying elassmate atlunch and
to correct her Sunday school
teacher’s grammar.

She dreams of becoming
a veterinarian, As a younger
child, she toted around a toy
bat dressed in doll clothes,
trotted through the house
pretending tb be a horse and
made nests in the backyard.

The crash fractured her
skull and stopped her heart,

Emergency room physician
Aaron Bradbury was just end-
ing his shift at Ashley Valley
Maedical Center, where severe
trauma cases-are unusual.
Hearing an ambulance was
on its way carrying Ashley,
he atayed {o help.

Several of the staff resusei-
tating Ashley knew her. When
they found a pulse -- she may
have gone up to 20 minutes
without one -- Bradbury felt
something like regrat.

*I knew what was going
to be in store forithe family,”
he said later. “She might die
in the ICU or she could per-
sist'in a vegetative state for

3=

Vernal Express
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will perform.

Can ue_e help?

A community fundraiser will be held
March 6, from 6 to: 8 p.m at the Ver-
nal Middle School. Proceeds from the -
evening willbe donated to the Maynard
family, as well as three other families
with children who have medical prob-
lems:. Aportion of the proceeds will also.
.go to Intermountain Donor Services
and Primary Children’s Medical Cen-
ter. Doors open at 5 p.m., and a raffle
will be held.Tickets are $7 at the door.
More than a dozen local entertainers

years,”

Ashley was flown to Pri-
mary Children’s, where doc-
tors left her in a medically
induced coma, controlled her
temperature and increased
hef blaod pressure to move
blood through her brain,

But days later, her brain is
still awollen,

Camie, 35, already knows

it’s time to let go. She's been
looking in Ashley’s eyes every
day and can’t find her daugh-
ter.

' “The best part of Ashley
was her heart, her soul, and
then her brain, her intel-
ligence,” Camie says later.
“I ' knew she wasn’t going to
come back.”
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STEVE PURQ, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

Roof trusses are placed and roof sheathing goes quickly onto the Jeff and Diana Hanke home.
The addition is being completed with donated materials, funds and volunteer labor to help the
Hankes white Diana Hanke fights stage two lymphoma.

Basin home make-over brings
new meaning to Thanksgiving

By Sweve Puso
Uintah Basin Standard

r.
ﬁ;&irslc: word that can send a

primal shiver through a. per-
son's soul.

Looking into the eyes of
Diana Hanke, who is battling
the disease, you see the pain,
the struggle, and the hope and
determination to fight the dis-

* The lives of the Jeff and Di-
anaHenke family of Neola, with
their five children ages 14, 8, 6,
and twins at 4, changed forever
during the last week of June
2012 when Diana wasdiagnosed
with stage two lymphoma.

«“There is a change in your
life from that day when you
learn there is cancer in the
family,” Jeff said. “We hav_e
always been planners. nge is
our three-year plan, hereis our
five-year plan. This is where we
want tobein 20years. And now,
suddenly, you're just looking
forward to the ngxt day and
then the next day.

The Hankes had been plan-
ning foryears tochange homes,
move, or add on to their exist-
ing home. They had filled their

L caecm serith a Familv af fiva oven

the side effects.

“The losa of hair, the change
in appetite, the loss of appetite,
the loss of physical strength,
and even a change in the way
she holds her pencil all take a
toll,” ke said. “She reached a
point where she almost lost the
ability towaik. Physical therapy
has helped with that, but the

.walking is still hard.”

Diana said the inability to
keep up with her kids was the
hardest part.

“When my legs got to that
point, I just wanted to be with
my kids and go with them, and
I couldn’t,” she said, “After the
therapy, I have regained hope
thatIwill get my feet and hands
back eventually.”

During her four sessions of
chemotherapy, neighbors and
friends came to help Diana at
the house.

“When Annette Miller was
over helping to clean, I hap-
pened to show her the plans for
the homeaddition,” Dianasaid,
Miller and.Essie Zager talked
about what might be done to
help. They discussed it with
their spouses Bart and Kenyon
and decided that they wanted to
complete the addition for the

Hankesara commumitrnrniont

special account set up at Union
High School. Checks can be
made out to Union High school
for that account at the finance
window and all donated funds
will go directly to the Hankes
and the project.”

During the construction,
Diana has continued fighting
the disease.

“The fear that I wouldn't he
there for my children, especially
where we had just had the twins,
was the hardest part,” she said.
“They had just turned 4 when
we found out about the cancer.
Tothink there was a possibility
I wouldn’t be there for them
was my greatest fear when [
was told I had cancer.”

The chemotherapy has been
aroller coaster of emotions too,
according to Jeff,

“You go through a couple
of days and think, ‘wow, this
isn't going to be that bad,’” he
said. "Then all of a sudden you
are wondering if you can really
endure thisforancther three or
four months, or however long
it is going to be. It's difficult.”
After doing the first four ses-
sions of chemotherapy the
doctors were able to report that
therewas marked improvement
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Vernal Express

Broken back doesn’t stop Perry

HoRSE AND GIRL WERE PART OF EACH OTHER’S HEALING PROCESS.

By ViAnn Prestwich
Tintah Basin News Service

When a horse developsbowed
tendons, his racing days are
typically behind him, When a
girl breaks five vertebrae, her
racing days are often finished.
But in this case both the horse
and the girl beat the odds and
are moving faster than ever.

Last December, 16-year-old
Angela Perry was a passenger in
a car driven by her sister as the
two headed to classes at Uintah
High School.

“1 was putting a paper in my
bookbag,” Perry said, describing
what happened that morning, “I
reached for the (seatbelt) buckle,
my hand was less than an inch
away from having my seatbelt
done up when we hit ice.”

The car ekidded, flipped and
then flipped again. The car roof
just over Perry’s head sustained
significant damage. When the
vehicle stopped and Perry re-
gained consciousness she was
gitting on the plastic console in
the middle of the older model
Pontiac Sunbird.

“I moved over to my seat and
then one of the neighbors came
and my sister called Mom,” Perry
r:semhered. “My back didn’t
fee) that great: It felt weird.”

She was flown to the Univer-
gity of Utah Regional Medical
Center in Salt Lake City where
she underwent surgery on her
hack, followed by a stay in the
hospital’'s Intensive Care Unit.
Even though 80 percent of ac-
cident victims who sustain in-
juries similar to Perry’s end up
paralyzed, it never occurred to the
vivaciousteen that herhorseback
riding days could be over.

At the same time that Perry
was wearing a brace to protect
her back during her recovery,
her horse “Mississippi” was

struggling with bowed tendons
he developed earlier in the
fall. This condition stems from
excessive strain to the tendon
and often results in tearing of
the tendon. Frequently horses
affticted with this problem naver
completely recover. But Perry
and Mississippi weren't going to
let stand in their way.

“They kind of healed each
other;” said Shana Witbeck, who
wasPerry's4-Hleader forseveral

years.

The horse and girl who spent
averyday together hefore the ac-
cident werea crucial partofeach
other’s healing process.

“There is not anyone who
can love a horse more than she
does,” Witbeck said. “When my
gon and Angela were small they
would do tricks on their horses.
Sometimes Angela spent more
time riding under the horse or
standing up on the horse than
riding normatlyl”

Perry’s love for horses never
waned and as she got older she
participated in 4-H and rodeo.

‘While wearing theback brace,
Perry doctored her rodeo horse
and exercised the wounded
mount, but was not allowed to
climb on his back.

Finally on April 30 — just a
little over four months since
the accident — the doctor gave
Perry permission to get back in
the saddle.

“We didn't get home from
Salt Lake until 9:30,° Perry
explained. “I was dying to ride.
So I hopped on the horse that
night!”

Perry and Missiasippi quali-
fied for the Utah High School
State Rodeo Finals — an accom-
plishment that was agsinst the
cdds from several perspectives.

“She healed miraculously
well,” Witbeck said. “Thedoctors
have been totally amazed. That

Angela Perry didn't let some-
thing like a broken back stop
her from qualifying for the state
high schoal rodeo finals held
earller this month. Pemy was
in a car accident in December
and experienced a miraculous
recovery.

desiretobabackonher horssand
be able to ride again have helped
her. There just wasn’t going to
be anything else in her world.”

Unwilling to brag about
herself, Perry just shrugs when
asked how she overcame such
critical injuries.

As a youngster Angela Perry
spent hours on her horse per-
fecting and performing trick
riding, pictured. Her determi-
nation honed at such a young
age served her well recently
while recovering from a broken
back.

“She doesn’t like sympathy,”
said her mother, Kristine Perry.
“Angela’sjust a ‘let's get it done’

n

And you have to agree that
what Angela Perry got done
this year was nothing short of
miraculous.
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As a youngster Angela Perry
spent hours on her horse per-
fecting and performing trick
riding, pictured. Her determi-
nation honed at such a young
age served her well recently
while recovering from a broken
back.

“She doesn’t like sympathy,”
said her mother, Kristine Perty.
“Angela’sjust a ‘let’'s get it done'

.

And you have to agree that
what Angeia Perry got dene
this year was nothing short of
miraculous.
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Firefighters and rescue crews had to cut the roof off the car that
Angela Perry was riding In last December. The crash broke five

of Perry’s veriebrae.
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TRIP'TO DISNEY WORLD FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLER

Caden Nelson makes a
\_Nish that comes true

By Therena Morrill

Children are notorious for mak-
ing wishes, Jiminy Cricket said that,
“when you wish upon a star ... your
dreams really do come true.” For
Caden Nelson, instead of, wishing on
a star he lot the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation take care of making his dream
come true;

Caden, a fourth-grader at
Roosevelt Middle School, suffers from
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. He
was di with the degenerative
disease at just 8 months old — that's
when Caden’s mother, Amy, found
out she was a carrier of the geneti-

e Py, easy-going was
able to walk on his own until the age
of eight, but now he'd confined to a
wheelchair. “Caden geis weaker ev-
ery day,” said Amy. The disease will
continue o progress, making him
more disabled as time goes on. Doc-
tors anticipate his life expectancy is
lesa than 25 years.

But Caden is all boy and even
though his body has a difficult time
doing what he wants it to do, his
mind is filled with the typical
thoughts of a 10-year old. Science ia
his favorite subject in school, He
doesn’t like toread, but he likes lock-
ingat the 50 fish that livein a tank at
his house. When his father, Derek
Nelson, a Roosevelt City Police of-
ficer, asked Caden ifhe wanted toask
the non-profit organization Make-A-
Wish for a fantasy-filled trip, Caden
said “surel” just like any ten-year-
old boy would.

Within two weeks of contacting
the organization via e-mail, Caden
and his family of four ware told they
could take an all-expense vacation to
any place Caden chose. He didn’t
need to think about it very long. He
wanted to go to Florida to meet the”

counter with sharks at Cape
Canaveral Beach. Just moments af-
ter Amy told her son that she would
like to see a shark, people on thel
beach began screaming “Shiark!" —

| %k
5 1 %4

' RUBBING SHOULD

N

WITH CELEBRITIES — Caden Nelson, a

just like in the movies. Derek was in
the water with Caden’s 7-year-old

was ail' pretly exciting but Derck

]

sister Kenzie when the dorsal fins of
two of the creatures were spotted., It

i

Roosevelt boy who suffers from muscular dystrophy, was given a dream
trip to Disncy World by the Make-A-Wish Foundation. He is pictured here
with his parents, Derek and Amy Nelson, and his sister; Kenzie, as the
family. posed for a picture with Mickey and Minnie Mouse.

Crocodile Hunter,” Unfortunately,
the celebrity was unwilling to facili-
tate the boy and his wish.

“I thought 'why did he put him-
self on the list?" (of celebrities who
don’t want to be contacted by Make-
A-Wish),” But he was only briefly
disappointed and then went about
the task of deciding on his second

choice — a wish that became a real-
ity. Last month the family went on &
trip to Orlando, Florida, to visit
Disney World, Sea World, Universal
Studios and many other famous at-
tractions in the area.

Cadenswam in theccean, watched

- the manatees, ate all the free ice

cream he could hold, posed for pic-
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never saw his would-be predators
because hedidn't have his glasseson.
Caden said he was glad he wason the
shore building sand castles at the
time.

Amy said the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation paid for everything, including
giving the family $1,000 cash for food
and souvenirs, They were housed at
Give Kids the World — a 51-acre
resort for kids with disabilities and
their families who are visiting
Florida, compliments of Make-A-
‘Wish. The Nelsona stayed six nights
in their own villa that had all the
comforts of home plus & whole lot
more.

“Every night at the dinner table
they had a special prize for the kids,”
said Amy. Everything from toys to
candy, videos to picture frames. The
entire complex is run by 1,500 volun-
teers who try to provide disabled
children with all the magic that is
possible to muster upin one place. It
really was a dream-come-true,

“I want to tell the Make-A-Wish
people thank-you,” Caden said as he
sat with an alligator head souvenir
on his lap. Without them, Caden most
likely would not have ever been able
to feel the splash of a wave hitting
him in the face or the taste of the
ocean’ssalt water. He would not have
been able to ride what is now his
favorite ride — the roller coaster in
the Animal Kingdom at Disney
World. ’

For Caden Nelson, life goes on.
His teacher still requires him to read
for 20 minutes every night even
though he doesn’t like to read. The
electric wheelchair that makesit pos-
sible for him to be mobile without
someone’s helpisstill being repaired,
even though he thinks being without
it is a big inconvenience. But one

F A LIFE TIME — Ten-year old Caden Nelson said his ~ thing is for sure. Once upon a time &

AR A L RS

SRS

MEMORIES O

. . . A h . . - - d ish ... and
favorite souvenirs from his trip to Floridaare his two stuffed toys, Mickey égn};?aiglge};;{e“ﬁh?r?d\?ﬁ: sceﬂs
and Minnie Mouse. Notice the real alligator head on his right shoulder, 1 worked hard to make that wish come
another memento from his dream vacation. = true. And Caden Nelson will always

tures with about a billion Disney remember.

characters, and even went on an air [

boat ride through the swamps where

he saw alligators in the wild, Caden

wore a special badge to the theme

parks that entitled him and his fam-

ily unlimited rides and an immediate

spot right at the front of the line.
Caden remembers one of many

highlights of the trip — a close en-
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the lives of five people

By Lissrny Wlowmacus rejection medication makesLulu  wildlife and she thrived on that
vBmal Expmss il]." During the inmﬂew With kind of Stuff.:'

the Vernal Express, Badger was Lacay said Ashley’s family

After the death of Vernal withLuluatanemergencyroom and Lulu's family are going to

regident Ashley LaurenMaynard because Lulu gets sick rather get together in January around

in January, her organs were do- easily now. the anniversary of Ashley'sdeath

nated and helped saved the lives The Badger family has an- and Lulu's transplant to honor

of five others.

“I just knew it was right to
donate her organs, I actually
approached the hospital about
it. There’s no reason to put
good organsin the ground,” said
Camie Lacay, Ashley Maynard's
mother.

Ashley was hit by a car while
walking to the school bus on Jan.
b. She was in critical condition
for several days before dying on
Jan. 13.

Ashley’s heart went to a little
boy in Canada. Ashley’s family
knows the surgery went well but
they cannot find out any more
details due to Canadian law,
which says a recipiént cannot
have contact with a donor.

“Arhley had a big heart. They
say your life ends when your
heartstops beating and her heart
never stopped,” Lacay said.

Ashley’s pancreas and one

other child who is 4 years old
and free of Alpha 1-Antitrypsin
Deficiency. But because it is a
genetic disorder they risk a one
infour chance of having another
child with the same problems
Lulu has faced. So they chose
not to have any more biclogical
children.

“It would be selfish to have
another child and take another
liver from someone else who
needs it, when we know that a
transplant could be necessary if
we had another child,” Badger
said. “I don’t feel like there's a
choice. It was hard'to go through
this once.”

Asghley’s grandfather, Jerry
Maynard, said be and the rest of
the family are gradually coping.

Knowing that five other people -

were saved because of Ashley
helps to ease the pain.
Nov. 7 was Ashley's 13th

Ashley’s memaory and celebrate
Lulu’s transplant.

Lacay said donor families
are.advised to not have contact
with recipients for the first six
months; it was just an unusual
circumstance for her to get to
know the Badger family. Now
that time has passed, Lacay is
trying to get updates on trans-
plant recipients to see how they
are doing.

Aghley and Lulu’s story will
be featured in the Nov. 23 issue
of Woman’s World magazine.

“Peopledon’t giveorgan dona-
tion a thoughtuntil it’s right up
on you, but it's more than just
a box you check for a driver's
license,” Lacay said.

4

E————

kidney went to a woman in Salt birthday and relatives, along
Lake City who wassufferingfrom  with the Badger family, released |
disbetes and had given up hope balloons to honor her memory. '

until she received the organs.
Ashley's other kidney went to
another woman.

Ashley'sliver was splitin two.
One half was given to'a woman
and the other half was giventoa
13-month-old girl, London Kate
Badger, alzo known as “Lulu.”

Lulu was diagnosed with
Alpha 1-Antitrypsin Deficiency,
agenetic liver disease, when she
was 2 months old. In December
2009, Lulu’s parents were told
about her liver failure and need
for a transpiant.

While Lulu wasin the hospital
for two days in January waiting
for a transplant, her mother
Lizzie Badger read an articie
in the Salt Lake Tribune about
Ashley Maynard’s death and the
organ donations.

“Looking at her picture in
the paper, I just knew Ashley
was our angel, It hadn’t been
confirmed yet but I just knew,
in a spiritual way, that she was
the one that wassaving London’s
life,” Badger said.

The Badgers went to Ashley’s
funeral without the intention
of meeting anyone. Badger said
she'wasglad-when shefoundout
Ashley was the donor because it
was good to know the liver came
from an extraordinary child.

Badger said she_ had a hard
time — and sometimes still does
—with the fact that someone else
had to die so her daughter could
live. She said that there were no
other options after family was
tested to see if anyone was a
match to be a living donor.

Badger became friends with
Lacay, and Lacay went to meet
Lulu in the hospital a week after
Ashley’s funeral. The two moth-
ers keep in contact over e-mail,
text and phone calls.

“Even though we went to the

funeral without the intention of

meeting anyone we came away
with a beautiful relationship,”
Badger said.

The Badger family hasphotos
of Ashley in their home, one in
Lulu’s bedroom and another in
their family room so they can
always remember Ashley and
her gift of life.

“Latlu has done well with ac-
cepting the new liver,” Badger
gaid, “except the way the anti-

“Ashleywas just the sweetest
little girl you ever met, she was

giving and caring,” Maynard

said.

Maynard said his wife died
three months prior to Ashley’s
death and Ashley was having a
hard time withitbecauseshe was
so close to her grandmother. She
was raised by her grandparents
until ghe was 7.

“She would have definitely
wanted to help people with her
organs; she wanted to be a Veteri-
narian and was really.into that,”
Maynard said. “Infact, shewould.
have wanted them donated to a
horse. She loved animals, and

wasintelligent with animalsand

London “Luiu™ Kate Badger
is pictured in her Halloween
costume this year. She spent
the previous Halloween in the
hospital due tol liver failure.
(Submitted Photo)

Ashley Maynard of Vernal died on Jan. 13 of this year from injuries
received when a car hit her on Jan. 5. She was 12. Her organs
were donated and made a difference in the lives of five people.

| Relatives of Ashley Maynard gathered on her birthday, Nov. 7, at Viernal Memorial Park to release bai-
‘loons. Each family member wrote loving messages to Ashley on the balloons. (Submitted Photo)
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Roosevelt resident Ron Asay built this custom V-8 trike Ron, then sold it on @mm&._bﬁm,‘ Is nearly finished with the frame of a second trike and has its motor on a stand in his shop.

In %_ﬁb_ﬂ
paralysis,

el

e T P

Roosevelt
man bhinlds

Out-of-pocket, Asay said he’s

.Edmmﬁmn about $10,000 in his ma-

chine. )
Azay’s father, bw<m=..um extremely

proud of his son’s creation. In fact,

once’he starts talking about the a._wﬁ

| with others he brings them over to
| .hu&nméogmanmhnm,gwgcﬁ:

his ad and takes perfect strangers
for a spin.

“Ipo over and he puts me to work,”
LaVell Asay said. “I just do what he
wants me to do,”

T oo v A *

gcoop on hig trike was created from
the gas tank of a motorcycle.

Agay is currently working on his
third trike, another wind-ripping
V-8, He is building it from the frame
up, welding tubular metal together
to/suppord the weight of the mator,

-and two perpendicular Buoket seats- been fond of anythi

SUBMITTED PHOTO

“I don’t like it if it deesn’t look
good,” Asay said, adding, “it will look
good or it won’t be done.”

Asay’sfather said he was tinkering
from the time he wasjust a kid, when
hemounted an old washing anEum
motaor to a Enwn_m Binee then he's
ing with a set of

'The frame must support a'back exle wheels and a motor that blows the

and two wide fenders as well as have
the ability to accept the front-end of
a motoreycle.

.u:m mumﬁ V-8 that Asay _E_: moE

AeA nAn Y LR R}

wind through his hair.

Before the crash that left him
paralyzed, Asay was a motorcycle
anmen. b&“mn z.s_m B.mmr rm had to

‘éﬁmﬂﬂ ON

WOO0Y TVNOIDAY
A4vadrT ALNNOD HYLNA
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EXPLORE THE wgwofns THE EDMUND
OF THE UNIVERSE AT

i FRIEE e ASTROSCAN 2001
CAN AFFORD WIDE FIELD TELESCOPE

* Superb Optics
* Educational
* 28mm Eyepiece
* Base and Carrying Strap
* Tripod Mount Available

Free chart * Versalile Performance
of the heavens * 4" Clear Aperture
with purchase of telescope + Wide 3 Field

* Binoculars!

* Spotting Scopes!
* Weather Instruments (including a
200mph Wind Gauge)!

* Microscopes!

* Sundials!

Available at

3093 Walnut
{30th and Walnut,
Palmer Gardens Center)
Boulder, Colorado 80301

ROCKY m1n.
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Helps Shrink Swelling Of
Hemorrhoidal Tissues Due To
Inflammation. Relieves Pain & Itch...

Gives prompt temporary relief in many cases from
hemorrhoidal pain and burning itch in such tissues.

There's an exclusive formula- | west Medical Center showed
tion which actually helps shrink | this to be true in many cases,
the painful swelling of hemor- The medication used by
rhoidal tissues caused by in- | doctors in these tests was
flammation. In many cases the | Prepamtion H®—the same for-
firat applications give prompt | mula you can buy at any drug
relief for hours from itching | counter without a prescription.
andgalninhemorrhoidaltissues. Preparation H also lubricates
The sufferer first notices re- | the affected area to protect the
lief from such painful discom- | inflamed, irritated surface and
fort. Then this medication helps | so helps make bowel movements
to gently reduce swelling of | more comfortable,
hemorrhoidal tissues, Tests con- There is no other formula like
ducted by doctors on hundreds | Preparation H, Ointment and
of patients in New York City, | su itories.
Washington, D.C. and at a Mid- se only as directed.

LOT OWNERS! Build Now and

iy

539,750 builds this lovely 1700 sq. ft.
3-bedroom, 2-bath, brick home . . . COMPLETE!
—SOLAR HEAT AVAILABLE—

Mountain Homes—Doubles—4 Plexes. . .Reasonably Priced!
20 YEARS OF DEPENDASLE SERVICE
JOHN S. WARD, Realtor-Builder & Civil Engineer

WARD HOMES, inc.

The house that
- Grandma built

-

Though she had

{I.... Mt e b ! 1 “igl Y
i ¥ iE P e B ‘K.

no carpentering experience, Flora Hall, 74, remodeled her

Vernal, Utah, home with little assistance. She installed these windows,

£ § JPIDN'T plan to remodel my
Ihorne by myself,” explains Flora
Hall, a spunky 74-year-old
widow in Vernal, Utah. “But I could
never find a carpenter when I needed
one, so I knew if the job was to get
done, I had to do it.”

Flora moved into her house in 1069,
shortly after her husband died. She
had been so taken by the acre of land
surrounding the house, where she
could finally have herlife}ong dream

of raising animals, that she didn't re-
alize how very inadequate her tiny
home was,

The kitchen and living room were
too small for her needs and there was
no dining room. The bath was in ter-
rible condition and in a poor location
and there were no inside stairs to the
attic rooms.

Flora decided to make some
changes.

But most of her projects were la-
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Mrs. Hall, mixing “mud” to finish dry wall,
tackled projects friends thought impossible.
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GRANDMA continued

“By this time I had worked my way
back to the ladder and was safely
climbing down. I still think they were
disappointed they didn’t get to use the
ropes_u

Flora has had some assistance with
her remodeling. A plumber helped
her with the pipes in the kitchen and
bathreom. She even had a carpenter
hang one of her doors.

“I watched him carefully while he
was doing it and asked him a lot of
questions,” she says. “Then I hung the
next door by myself and did a better
job than he did!™

Friends are always offering to help,
but Flora prefers to do things herself,
her way.

Her church, too, often volunteers
assistance. But Flora says, “As long as
I can do it myself, I should. If I ever
get to where I can’t, then maybe I'll
call on them.”

Sometimes there is heavy work that
she can’t possibly do alone. ‘Then she
calls on her lifelong friend, Merle
Oakes, another widow.

*Merle is younger than I am—she is
only 71,” Flora says. “Together we
haven't found anything we couldn't
lift or do.”

A son and daughter live in Califor-
nia. They would like to see a lot more
of their mother, but when they want
to visit, they have to come to Vernal.

Tone Control

\w;c Whip Antenna

TLIE AN, BN ArCE

elescopic Whip Antenna



Flora can't leave her work on the
house. Most of her 14 grandchildren
and 35 great-grandchildren have vi-
sited the comfortable “house that
Grandma built.”

So far Flora has added a spacious
living room, enlarged her kitchen,
relocated her bath, converted a bed-
room into a dining room and built
stairs to the loft bedrooms.

She is especially proud of her cus-
tom-made china closet. She drew the
design on woed and cut out the rough
shape with a handsaw. Then she
whittled away the graceful curves
with a butcher knife and finished the
job by sanding the wood smocth.

“Sometimes the work goes slow,”
she concedes. *'1 tell my friends that at
first I worked very hard and fast, but
as soon as I found a place to sit down,
the work went slower.”

Flora is planning more building
projects. This summer she wants {o
add covered porches on the front and
back of her house. Next she plans to
remodel her garage.

“When I started out, I didn't know
how far I would go. There is siill so
much to do, But it means a lot to me to
have an-interest.” Smiling, she adds:
“I only hope I can get it finished be-
fore I die.” [ ]

The author lives in Vernal, Utah.
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Family turns tragedy

LeeNicHoLE Manert
mnretGubmgda ha

On June 3, 2015, Steven Chet
Gooteleds woan Mlled whiert Ll
Burdick Mutersals strest sywoepes
ho wiss detvinge weas steuck from
behiod by an SUV. Goodrich wis
25 ot tho thne of hia desth, and
kot bohund lils young wifk, their
pte-mnomdls old sot, bis parnsnts,

two Alibers and i grieving extend.
ed family,

The Utah Highway Pateol

reportod that there was “littie to
1o evidenos of hraking” belure
the SUV alammed into the

atrool wwoepar, partinlly aocting
Cioodrich from the yehdele and
oasing injuries which lnnd to hia
deabds ul the ecene.

Hisw ool this duve happonod?

The driver of the SUV wdmittod
thinl whe was texting on her cell-
phicta o4 Whe Sime of th eoush,
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into learning opport
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unity
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Though thay are still grioy- p 4 -
b Wi fosst of Chnt Glondelch, bin COUMTERY THE DOODNNH FAMAY
» chossn. (0 takn thelr &8 2015,
%Qr“ﬂa turn %...:..: nlonming  Bodn and ==..m= Oooaznﬂ er.. hﬁ.ﬂhﬂ m.ﬂﬂ. J.n“.m._vw“.m of Chet mﬂwc,.ﬂ.h H::....:wduen uﬂ.ﬂﬂm wn %.ﬁ.w iw-.e i
T Sunimmmon A8 AR ol I o using Helr exparience W teach others abeut he dangers of usiog & cs¥ phone in the car
AB. Vernal Express
Tussday, Novamber 1, 2010
= # foothall gtz—-é
at your cellphons tnslead
~ the mad. .
i e
s«:ﬁﬁﬂ The Stop to Gk, "An atimal can
I posored by Chopea | S8 0 in the voud. You can «
, omplewee, Staher AWy —h_s ?gwl-l)-”. oS
. qon ey Youi could drift ol the si ~
m..:".::. _::_ .hz.n._:_.} :3.&:. ..-.—:. —.,.f,— ::__ .;:_ .;_w: o 2
CRLLE Urvyrirns of the Ao ditih. You coutld also hil and -~ o M

of using fheir celiphmes
w sl detviing,

[ cappabins ot Lo
Altmont High School on
Thttreduy, Oul. 27, where
L Goodesch Bsenily st
ot 1o deblver thelr mosnge.

"We'rw slarting this ol Al

nﬂﬁus g.“w&n v“m.”
Gieodrich, Chiot Goodrich's
Ahe comopatgn. *Fmon Ut
5 e

this prosestation to
ndultn befbre, but this is ous
Hrst tine talking Lo kids
about it Ljunt hope that it
will maleo an impression, If
WO Lt gt even one KM (o
put down thele phone, to
wtop bxtisys whtlle driving
we'll npver kmow wha Jt
trigght save,

Drtring the presentation,
Lan . Goodrich focased on
thi dlangurs of disteactod
ciriving madd ahisrod alarming
statistion with the students,
Ho used the Longhoms fool-
Dl temns (o give students o
visual of the data, Nearly 50
pervonl of Eho teans wdinit
tee 1o texting and driving,
T'hiows thnt wald they hudn't
were [oo voung to drive.
Whin Lee J. Goulrich anked
now many of the boys kad

" riddoen with someans who

Wi Lexting and doving, 10
percant of the team stepped
fisrwird.

Kvery day, nine teenagors
o froen teoctingg s driving.
Epertn sy Lhut it tukey
A ninbmm fve seconds
to pick up your collphono
aned glanes ol it even i youn
don't rospond to & wext op
anawer & call. At spoeds of
00 sophy, Ui rmenrs that you
have traveled the Jeogth of

kil mrneos shee. A foots

Ll falel v m Jot of distanen

whart you're not Jooking at

e o ”

Goodrich alao taught stu-
dofitn that Lhone ikte tires
Einds of distracted driving:
vinual, which tiukos your
eyes away from the road;
il which takes your
hanade off the wheel; nnd
montal, which takes your
thaughis awny from driving
Thxting while driving catises
bl Uaroe klods of dist e
Hon.

While the statlitics e
nlarming, they're Lnperson-
L and the Goodrich fiamily

swatitéd o ba sure that the
stutonts ut Alamotit know
shut the dangery of umxting
and driving aro entirely
prsanal

“Tlmow that most of you
al this polnt wre probably
thinking, "I'his kind of thing
oot Bipyon 40 o, This
Iind of thing can't happen
toun’ But soven yeaen ),
Chot swas you," said Tisha
Whiting, Chet Goodrich's
oldr sister. *Chet woukd
witko up every maornlng

and deive to Altaront High
School, Chot was no differ.
onl than any of you, and
unfortunately, that means
that thin tragedy condd hap-
post to oy of you "

« Chat Goodrich's othar
ziaten Shalune Sorensen, re-
counted the impaet that His
death had an ber and hor
family membery, Soronsen
pecalled thust the whole eape
rience began with an carly
mornlng knock on her doos

*I opened the door und
instantly knew (hat some-
thing wus wrung,* Sarensen

=aid. "The look on axy
uneln's fheo toid it all. Shine
lune, Chet has bean {n an
nesidend.” Twan thinking wo
wore giang fo the hospial
and eventunlly Chet wos
goltg to be QK My uncla
pulled e into & hug and
the words | sever wintid to
hear came out of his mouth:
‘Shalune, ho didn't mnke (L'
I couldn't breathe. My body
wits shoddage T (en hod to
call my husband, who was
o Chet's best. friend, and
tell him that Chot Jind been
killed and thal he noeded Lo
cutna DO o SooT) e poss
sible.”

Tho fhuntly's pain only
jot worse in the days that
bllowed, Sorenmen recounts
ol

“Thinge got more real s
wu wont to the mortusry for
the first time. As the morti-
cian opened two big dooey
into a room full of caskuts,

1 Kpt saying over and over,
'l can't do this." How are
you impposed to plok out

& perfect casket for your
abamacold hrothar?" aniy
Surensen. "My fhenily had

to do so many hard things
in the lnat coupdo ol duyn,
but walletny fato the room
whorn my brothor's lifoloms
body wae, waus the Hardeat
thing 've ever hind Lo ses.
Tt hiruines on his face, The

« brokien bones. I wanted the

Bnely thust il s to him to
be there, [ wanted her to
w0 our hoartbeokon fiun.

1y, 10 se¢ the paln wo were
going thraugh, to see his son
remutung for bils did's 14
lons body.”

Whiting rouninded the
students that whether or
not thoy text and drive in all
about choioes

"Chokoos ire sotisething
that we all wake up blessed
with wvery dey” Whitlng
sabl *On Juna 3, 20158, wo
wire wll givan the saane diy
Wo were all given choloes
1o muake. My littlo brothor
those 1o jo to work, he
chom to kizs lis wifls jmod-
bye, el b chose to text
me ‘Happy Birthday.” On
June 3 2015 & lady woki
up with the opportumty to
malw cholcos. Ehe woke up
and mnde the chodoe (o gel

tors, his wife snd his

H0n were presant Bt o

he sesembly ml Ak S

tamont Migh on Oct.

27 t0 dolvar their

mossage about the

| dangers of taxting
ond diving. From

| laft 1o right: Tasha
YWhiting, Shalana

Soransen, Baylor

1 Goodrich and Bodie

Goodrich

—%
N - |3 vEDu

in u vehicie with substances  only yourself but those who
in bor body that wexald wre Lo your veliels and all
later allect hier judgment. of the other drivers on the
Bhe then mato n choio Lo rood,™ wld Whiting. *I wunt
text on her collphone while  you 1o think for s moment,
driving This choloo took i'you are making choles
muany choices away from our (o text, change your msie,
family the moment she hit Fucebook, Soapetunt, or
and killed my little brothor: — gyan 1o pick up your phone
That choice in thut momont  while you were Uriving, und
ehungod oue Lyes foreyver sensgine 1 you weree tha
Chet Goodrich'a wifl, persan who had hit my little
Hodin Goodeieh, stood an brother 1Ly nok worth (8°
atags with thedr son, Baylor, Each student waa ssked
e Chot"s slesters delivered L0 take th *Stop to Talk,
their messages. A picturo of  Stop to Text' pledge in hon-

Chiet Goodrich wan din
pluyed on the seroen, and

or of Chet Goodriol aned biy
Joss, They woere ench given

Bodie Goodrich held Baylor o window deel to phicn oh
o b podnted to hie father, thedr winduhiedd to remind
Thie powesful visuul, slong  them to put their callphones

with thio wordy of Bls slubess
ungured that thens wasn't
W ey eve ln th Altamond

sy while to the coe
“We don't want anyone
oloo 10 go througeh whiet

suditeritim on Thursday we've hesn through," sald
alternoon Loo J Goodrigh. ™o
“Iwe statistica iy nol nothitng so important Ut

maenn a 1ot Lo you giys. |
Know thay didn't when 1
wias your age. So insload af
ntatiutics, every tine you
REL in n voducie, 1 want you
to think sbout your choleos
und how they may affect not

1t'a worth this rink of us-
iy your celiphons in the
anr. There's nothing that's
worth risking your lile oy
pomecne else’s 1t's not
worth L



Hats off to interesting and engaging hunter safety instructor

By VIANN PRESTWICH
visnnorestwichi@comcast.net

Fragments from a hol-
low-point bullet still float
around in Terry Shiner’s
leg. When teaching hunter
education in Vernal, Shiner
openly talks about the bul-
tet wound right below his
knee. His goal in discussing
the accident is the hope
he can prevent this type
of injury to ever happen to
anyone taking his class.

“I was young,” Shiner
confessed, “22 or 21 —years-
old. Was rabbit hunting.
My gun was in the scab-
bard. I didn't take the bul-
let out from the hammer. I
slipped.”

With help from his dad,
Shiner walked out to get
help. The original diag-

gis was the leg would
have to be removed. The
young man was taken to

%m City and doctors

saved his extremity.

This wasn’t the only
time & bullet pierced Shin-
er's body. While shooting
with the police department
abullet ricocheted and hit
him right below the ribs.

“There was g little
blood,” Shiner said, “But
not much.”

These stories and others
are not the only reason stu-
dents in the Vernal Hunter
Education Class stay awake
and slert. Shiner speaks
enthusiastically and per-
sonably.

The Fish and Game gave
him an outstanding teach-
ing award for the relaxed,
entertaining and informed
class he has been provid-
ing.

Although much quieter,
Mona Lee Shiner is just as
involved in providing an
educational experience for
the dozen or so classes the
couples E.o&nmmﬂ | every year.

“1 mostly do all the
paperwork,” Mona Lee
explained. “He is good at
reaching kids. Dealing with
them.”

Both of the teachers
agree that their purpose in

spending 20 to 40 hoursa .

month on hunter education
is to help provide a quality
safety course and a safer
environment for all hunt-
€ers.
“We just feel it is im-
portant to keep these kids
informed and educated so
they know how to properly
handle a gun and so they
aren’t scared of them,”
Mona Lee Shiner said. “I
haven’t really been com-
fortable with guns. But I
am learning, It is a reward-
ing experience to see the
light in these students as
they understand more and
more.”

The couple has two
children which mw the rea-
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son they originally started
dedicating so much time to

_ the safety program. One of

their daughters, Catrina,
couldn’t find a hunter
safety class which would
fit her schedule. Shiner
decided to get certified to
teach and provide the right
schedule.

This is not the only cer-
tification Terry Shiner has.
The Vernal native spent
over two decades 88 & mem-
ber of the Sheriffs Jeep
Posse Search and Rescue.
In this capacity he certified
to be an underwater diver.

The first body he recov-
ered was in Bottle Hollow.

“I had just gotten mar-
ried and come back from
our honeymoon,” Shiner
remembered. “My wife
said, ‘I’ve never seen you
so green.’”

Shiner would sooner
dive recreationally with his
daughters, Marilee and Ca-
trina, than look for bodies.
He wouldn’t mind geeing, |
his five grandchildren even-
tually learn more about the
sport.

In 2012, Vernal City
Department of Water Qual-
ity presented Terry with
the Outstanding Collection
Operator. Mona Lee works

48 o .mﬂ.:.rr G b T
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Terry and Mona Les Shiner have joined forces o teach hunter
education in Vernal.

for Unitah County School  hunter education course
District caring for babies 18 required to obtain a
while the parents get & hunting license in Utah for
“rHigH eEhaol aftToma or for o GIRY barn after Dec. 31,
adults in the ESL (English  1965.
as a Second Language) Hats off to a couple who
program. are dedicated to providing
To signup fora hitp:/l  and education in gafety to
wildlife utah.gov/hunter-  hundreds every year.
education.html.

Completion of a basic
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Implant changes
little girl’s life

By Carol Jowart
Express Wriler

ayln Slaugh was diagmosed wath

Phytomeglovirus 1PMA ) ot the upe

of 1w weeks amd by the e she
was mne monthy old ber commumcation
skills wene not tha of 2 normad culd Her
parents, Trent and Jubie Slangh, Jecrded
signing way the solutien 1o ther daughtees
deal. silent world

“Deal kuds leam just like heanng hads
do.” saed Jube “By repetison amd consis
wency ™

Payton lned in o sdent workd until Jule
and Trent had the oppastunity s have her
tested for a cochlear implan. A cochlear
umplant 1s a device that restones some level
of heanng 10 severe-lo profoundly deaf
adults and children wha denve mo benelin
from heanng wids The cochlear smplant is
surgically implanied undemeath (he slan
behind the car with sumutaung armays con-
sisting ol a single channel or 3 multichannel
elecrodes  placed near or  within the
cochiea.

The vperation was  cosby, bt as the
plight of this sinall gird spread thoaghout
Vemal. donations poured 1 from nuinenus
senvive projects and organizations, In 4 tew
yeans S31000 was finally available Tor the
surgen . which ook place in May of 1998

“Since heanng her first sounds, Pastun
has made rpid pmpress.” said kathy
Johason, who had beea Pavton”s teacher lor
many vears. “Payton has never had the abik-
iry t hear anvihing, even heanng awls dwd-
o't really help ber But since day one. wili
the cochlear implant, Paston has heen able
0 hear You knew nght away thal <he
could hear because she wonld poimt 10 her
cary amd swle She has made o much
progress since then and functions so well
with her fira grade ¢lass ©

When Payion began the first grade she
was pnwvided with an aid. Siephamie Ruoss.
who would sign and help her w pronounce
words and understand their meanings

“l was very { w have opp y
w wawrh with Pavion,” said Ross. ~[ dare
say she has taught me a ot more than | wall
ever he able o teach her

“lt makes me smule. becawse everytime |
goof up om a Mgn. she just pres me a funm
look and shows me the spn 1 jua dad
shakes her head ‘no.” then does the vome)
sigh winle noddmg “yes.” My favenie i
when «he takes my hands and helps me do
the sign.

“For the first hmle while, § used 2 Tt of
sign, until [ realized she didnt nevd. or
wanl It wasn't hard for me 1o see that she
really wanted 10 just hsien and wlk She is
working very band at both *

Before the amplant, her mother said
Fayton babbled a lot of haby 1atk but spoke
no true words. Paylon knew that people
around her could talk. s she ined 1o k.

“Payton has changed so much since the
implant, She uses very litle sign now,” said
lohnson. “The only signs we use with her
are the ones Payion already knows, to make
sure she understands whal's going on in
class. Mast of the time when we talk to her
in the class, it’s eral, withous the sign,”

* Payton gets very upset when, she can't

L __..=-.:-_=E‘
Paylon puis on her
device

Davis

First grade teacher at
Elementary Mrs SheHer holds the
microphone for Paylon when she was
Queen tor a Day

hear There's hecn o few tmes 3t sbimid-
swhen the maplapt’s wond prwessor, which
s ofh donble AN hatierwes, gets low and

4=

Elizabeth Sheffer pushes Paylon on the swing at the Davis Elementary school-

ground.

she gots upsct because she can't hear

“l can hear now.” saud Payton “i feel
fine.”

Payton Slaugh and Stephani Ross share a sign of love.

" Deck the halls with houahs of dollies

-

\ Yo -

The kids at school are very good ol help-
tng Pavton. Some of them wam her 1o sipn
1o them but she says, “na’™ She just wants
to 1alk to them.

“Payton ncver gets discouraged,” says
Ross. “We just make cach other laugh
about discouraging thinge. She 1s so cheer-

‘ful. To be honest, | have come to school,

dlscouraged with other things going on awd
ju&l being around her and her cheerfid atai-
tude. picks me right up. 1 love u! It's a
quick, nawral high and I'm luchy enough 1o
gel a dose of it live days m week ™

Mrs. Sheffer, Payton's teacher. makes all
her students feel special. At the bepinning
of school she made every sindent bn her
class a king or queen for a day. This gave
all the students, including Payton. an oppor-
ity 10 get up in front of class and o
talk and answer questions the other students
asked

“1 just want everyone to know how happy
she is o be able to hear,” said Julie. 1
wanied 1o update the community on her
progress and jet them know how prateful
we are that Payton is able to function so
well.”

1 wish every deafl child in our arca could
have a cochlear implant and make G
amazing progress Payton  has”  sald |
Johnsen,




TAH COUNTY LIBRARY \
us REGIONAL ROOM

FILE FOLDER
14 Vemnal Express Wednesday, February 4, 1998 NoLF AT

e gy
odug

i i) i ARSI e

Paul Yoder, Pepsi representative; Gloria Johnson, The Fox, FM 98.5; Julie Slaugh, mother; Peyton
Slaugh, 4 years-old recipient and Bruce Barlow, Store Director at Smiths were all participants in the
$600 donation to help restore hearing to a deaf little girl. :
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Local girl dances solo, 9 mo

Georr Liesik, KSL News

Phillip Sizemore was
working in North Dakota
when he got the first call
from his wife.

*“1 just kept calling him
and telling him, ‘She's
alive, Drive safe,'" Heather
Sizemore said,

“Longest 15 hours
you can think of,” Phillip
‘Sizemore added, describing
the drive to get to Primary
Children’s Hospital in Salt
Lake where doctors would
eventually have to ampu-
tate his 7-year-old daugh-
-ter's leg below the knee.

Alissa Sizemors, of the
Vernal area, was playing
with a group of other kids
on May 6 when Naples po-
lice say she ran past a pair
of garbage cans sitting at
the curb and into the street
near the intersection of 460
East and 1500 South,

The driver of a UPS
truck approaching the stop
sign at 480 East hit Alissa,
coming to a stop with-the
truck’s right front tire on
the girl’s right foot.

“Immedigtely, we knew
that her foot was gone,”
Heather Sizemore recalled.

Alissa, who has taken
dance lessons since she was
4 years old, was determined
to return to the dance
studio in spite of her injury,
She still went through peri-
ods of self-doubt and issues
with body image, her mom
said.

“A lot of it was, ‘I’'m not
me anymore,’” Heather
Sizemore said. “I told her,
“You're still you. A pros-
thetic or a (lost) leg doesn’t
change who you are. You're
still Alissa.' -

Before being fitted with
a prosthetic, Alissa heard
the Colbie Caillat ballad
“T'ry.” The song, with lyr-

- ics that emphasize finding
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Alissa Sizemore performs her first solo for Powerhouse Dance Studio on Feb. 28 in Vernal. Alissa, age 8, had to have her right leg amputated below the knee
in May 2014 after her foot was pinned under a UPS truck. She chose Colbie Calilat's “Try" for her solo, which earned her a first-placa win.

beauty in oneself despite
physical imperfections,

‘resonated with Alissa.

“It's a song that 1 found
when my mom and dad
first saw me dancing with-
out my leg,"” said Alissa,
who decided to dance her
first solo at Powarhouse
Dance Studio's recital this
past weekend.

“I went to the dance
teachers and I said, ‘I want
{the solo routine) to he
her,'” Heather Sizemore
said. “Show her — with or
without the leg — she can
still dance. They took my
idea, the concept, and did a
beautiful choreography for
her.”

So there Alissa stood
Saturday, alone on the
floor in front of a gym filled

with friends and family
who didn’t know whet they
were about to see.

“Tt just seemed like it
would it would be really
nice to show me with-
out my leg,” Alissa said,
describing the point in her
routine where she removed
her prosthesis and danced
without it during the
second half of the song.
Alissa received first place

-in the Dance Novice Queen

Sola Contemporary Mini
category (for ages 7-8) with
her solo performance.

“I knew things were go-
ing to change in a big way,”
Phillip Sizemore said, “but
I didn’t think she'd come to
this point this fast,”

Alissa, now 8 years
old, worked with Taunia

Taunia Wheelerkisses Alissa Sizemare on the head during the awards presentation aflerAlissa's
first-place solo performance, which was done for Powerhouse Dance Studioin Vernal on Feb. 28.

Wheeler, Havana Lambert
and Dena Cloward to gat
back into form for the
weekend’s solo and group
performances.

Wheeler, the director of
Powerhouse Dance Studio,

little girl down. She ig a
light to everybody,” Wheel-
er said. “I get s0o emotional
when I look at her and
consider the battle that
was hers in the past nine
months, going from no leg

described Alissa as “prob- to a prosthesis to dancing
ably one of the most coura- in a matter of months.”
geous human beings I've Heather Sizemore said
ever met.” her only goal for Alissa this
“Nothing will keep that  year was to get her-back
UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM

FILRE

into dancing simply for the
pleasure of it.

“The fact that she was
able to get out there in
front of everybody on Sat-
urday was just overwhelm-
ing,” she said. “I know I've
gof a pretty strong little
girl, She's been everybody's
strength, letting everybody
know that she was still go-
ing to dance,"”




Roosevelt Man Uses CPR to Save Roommate

Story By Jack GiLLUND
jgillund@ubmedia.biz

For more than two minutes,
Christopher “Chris” Brenchley
applied chest compressions to
the beat of the Bee Gee’s hit
“Staying Alive.” His knowledge
of cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, may be the only reason
53-year-old Kim Jenkins is
alive today.

“1’d just come home from
the hospital,” Jenkins said. “I
was home for about 10 minutes
and then ...”

Even though she has had
low blood pressure and low
cholesterol, Jenkins was at
the hospital in late June for a
stress test that her doctor had
ordered. She said that almost
as soon as she got home, the
hospital called her and said
they had found something
abnormal and she should go to
the University of Utah emer-
gency room as soon as possible.
Walking down the hallway
of her home, she collapsed.
That’s when Brenchley’s train-
ing kicked in. .

“In the oilfield, you get
trained, you get certified (in
CPR) every year,” he said.
“They’re big on safety. Big on
making sure everybody goes
home every night.”

Still, he never thought he
would need to use it.

“I never thought about it,”
he said. “I was just glad I knew
it when the time came.

“She walked down the hall,”
Brenchley continued. “I prob-

ably sat there about another
10 seconds.”

It happened just that quick,
the 62-year-old retired oilfield
worker said.

“I didn’t hear her hit the
floor,” he said. “It was just a
weird experience.” -

Following the training he
received as an oilfield worker,
Brenchley immediately called
911. He then made sure the
front door to the house was
unlocked and open and began
to apply chest compressions.

“She wasn’t making much
noise. She was just totally out,
totally unconscious,” he said.
“I called 911. I opened up the
front door. The lady was trying
to talk to me so I put her on
speaker and said I need some-
one here now.”

Emergency personnel were
on scene in a matter of min-
utes Brenchley said.

“That’s one thing I have to
give them kudos for,” he said.
“They were here immediately,
the ambulance, the police.
Many thanks needs to go out
to those guys.”

Brenchley said, once emer-
gency personnel arrived,
paramedics took over. They
“shocked” Jenkins twice at the
scene and loaded her into the -
ambulance. Still, if it wasn’t
for his quick reaction and
knowledge of CPR, Jenkins,
even if she had survived, may
not be the person she is today.

“My philosophy has always
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Roosevelt resident, Chris Brenchley used his knowledge of CPR late last
June to help save his roommate'’s life.
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been calm down and get
it down,” Bnenchley said.
“You can stress about it
later.” 4o
According to"verywell
health (https://www.

. verywellhealth.com/
before-you-take-a-cpr-
class-1298417) “When
cardiac arrest oceurs, it is
essential to.
start cardlopuflmonary
resuscitation (CPR)
within two minutes. After
three mmutes, global
‘cerebral ischemia (the
lack of blood flow to the

“entire brain) can lead to

progressively worsening
brain injury. By nine min-
utes, severe and irre-
versible brain damage is
likely. After 10 minutes,
the chances of survival
are low.”

“I still have a hard
time believing I had a
heart attack,” Jenkins
said. “With low blood
pressure and my choles-
terol is low, it doesn’t
make any sense.”

“Train your kids,”
Brenchley said. “If she
would have been alone,
she would have been
gone. It’s nice to have
somebody there that’s got
training.”
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By Liserry Monmacue
Vernai Express

Michael Milton’s second

chance at life came in March

2010 when he received a new
heart; one donated by the
parents of another child who
died.

One year later, Clarissa
Milton still'hias to keep a close
eye on her gon, who cannot go
to the park to play because of
his ongoing medical issues. So
on Saturday, the Make-a-Wish
Foundation granted the 4-year-
old Maeser boy's wish and gave
him his very own playground.

“When he had the chance to
make the wish Lasked him what
was it he wanted more than
anythmg, ‘Clarissd Milton
said. “The big thing Make-a-
Wish does every yearis a trip
to Digneyland, but he can’t
go. He can't be around people.
He can’t gp to the park, so we
plc]]:{ed him to have his own

ar n

Michael has had to over-
come challenges, but he and
his mother have a lot of sup-
port from family, Michael’s
aunt, Teresa Crowley, had the
playground set up at her house
because Clarissa Milton had to
give up everything to care for

her critically ill son hefore and
after the tr.

“Sheleftherjob, everythmg
she owhed had either been
‘forecloged or reppesessed, it's

here hecause we aren't going

an;.ﬁhhere andhe ean come use
it whenbver hewants,” Crowley
said. “Ifwe ever,move away, we
would sell her our house so she
could'have a place.”

e Michael enjoys his
personal playground; there is
still a' concern about the po-
tential for a life threatening
infection.

“We don’t have our fence up
yet and ifmeighbor kids come
and play on (the playground],
thenit’s contaminateﬂ, Crow-

bot.tt:m of:tbecauua of animals,

He tan’t at all be around cats i
and that wouldbhethelast thing |

we would wanttohaveachtuse
it for, a litter box, 80 we need
tcg‘ga't 8 rubber mat or rubber

ps.

Milton has had' difficulty
sfinding an apartment to move
into with her son, She pays

extra rent each month for the

place they're in:now because
ghe had the landlord install
‘new carpet andpaint the apart-
mentto protecther son:s fragile
thealth.

The family struggles with
medical bills as well. Michael

needs medication that would:

cost his mother $600 a month
ifshe loses her Medicaid cover-

age.

“We are fighting to keep
Medicaid as a secondaryinsur-
ancebecauseifshe can’tkeepit
thenthereis (the) rent and she
would have to move in with us,”
COrowley gaid, “We'are looking
into buildinganextﬁa housecn
our land so they have a place
that’s up to what they need.”

Crowley said the miracles
with Michael began when his
mother was eight weeks preg-
nant and the doctor couldn’t
find the 'boy’s heartbeat. The
doctor decided| to check for a
heartheat one more time before
performing a procedure totreat

anincomplete miscarriage and

found the sound of Michael’s
heart.
Then, mid-pregnancy, Mil-

on gets ne
to go W|th e;

aygrou
hear
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Michael Milton; who underwent heart/transplantisurgery in March 2010, enjoys his'new tire swing Saturday. Because of the risk of
infection, Milton'sannot goito community: parks to play.
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Teralene Slaugh presents Michael Miiton with a poster Saturday ihat shiows lhis request for a:new

‘ton had an ultrasound and it

was discovered that Michael
only had half a heart. It ex-
plained why his fetal heartbeat
was so faint.

Since, bu‘ﬁh Michael: has
had four open heart surgeries

.and about 30 other surgeries,

in addition to heart transplant
surgery.

Michaelis cnly allowed tobe
aroundhisbrother and cousins;
His weakened immune.system
is acclimated to them and his
‘mother and aunt know what to
lock for when it comes to pro-
tecting Michzael from germs.

“T'watch my kids almost as
closely as we watch Michael
becaube he’s around them all
the time,” Crowley said. “If
they show the slightest sign
thab they might be getting
sick, I make sure Michael mn’t
around them till it’s gone.”

Milton said the experience
hag always been hard, but she

can’t allow herself to break
down too much when some
new, problem. presents iteelf.
‘She needs a'level head to deal
with thelife or death situations,
she said, and eghe's grateful to
have her son.

“We -were lucky we caught
it before'he was born,” Milton
said. “Fmet a couple whose kid
had'aheartcondition and they
didn’t know but right after
‘ghe was born she furned blue.
We were lucky to have known
‘because Michael would have
died without surgery.”

Michael’s first surgery took
place when he was 3 days old.
It was scary at first, Crowley
gaid, but now they’ve weath-
ered surgery so often that it's
hecomermroutine.

Even though he has had a
transplant, Michael still has
frequent visits o the hospi-

“He doesn’t mind going to

playground from the Mak&-ﬂ-WISh*FDUﬂdallBﬂ has been granted. Slaughivolunteers with the Make-
a-Wish Foundation of Utah for the Uintah Basin. '

the hospital,” hisimother.gaid.
“He has all these cute nurses

-andhe gets cookies at midnight
iif he'wants.”

Milton and Crowley both feel
strongly about organ donation
after being touched! by it on

'such a personal level.

“Our biggest mission now

isito tell other people the good

of organ donation,” Crowley
said.
Milton said she hopes the

family who donated their

child’s heart to her son knows

‘how much good they did.

“Whenyou getyoun driver’s

license, of course, you sign on

as a donor because you are in

.a rational state of mind,” she

said. “You can think “‘Would I
do this? Yes, I think I would.’
But people need to make that

‘decigion. for their whole family

when they are calm,
“Nobody should have to
make that decision in the

| LIBERTY, MONTAGUE, VERNAL EXPRESS

The new ptayground 'brought

nothing but big smiles for Mi-
chael,

midile of a tragedy,” she said.

“The doctorshave to ask, and
they have o ask fast, right
when they tell'you something
terrible happened.”

Milton acknowledged that
before her son needed a trans-
plant, she probably would have
refused to donate her own
children’s organs if presented
with the situation.

“But after being on the
other side, somebody’s baby
died so my baby could live,”
she said. “His life was saved
by someone else’s decision. A
stranger's family decided for
him to live. I hope they know
‘how amazing that is, to give
that to somebody they don't
even know. Somebody cared
enough to save his life.”
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The Nyberg family has spent a year recovering from the trauma tha
Darrin was ripping at Darrin's Custom Cabinets kicked back and p
him just before his wife, Blair, gave birth to Creedyn, who is now 11

is sitting on his dad's lap.

By Cheryl Mecham
Uintah Basin Standard

The day dawned like an ordinary

summer, day. It was July 2, 2009, and’

hees wove in and out of the wildflow-
ers near Darrin’s Custom Cabinets

'Mishap mutilates h

pizzaand turned to thetablesawinhis
shop to finish a small job a customer

neaded that afternoon.

" Nyberg, 26, flipped on the saw’s

power switch, double checked the

measuremepts he had jotted down

for the job and began. He was push-

and, not spirit

N f
-

CHERYL MECHAM, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

o
¥

t sliced through their family when a piece of wood
ulled his hand into a table saw, critically injuring
-months-old. The couple's 3-year-old son, Kyler,

the blink of an eye:an ordinary day
hecame a nightmare. ]

“It happened sc fast,” Nyberg
gaid.
i His brother, Daniel, also an em-
ployee, had furned and was watching
Nyberg just at the moment the ac-

in Lapoint. Farmers were cutting ingthe wood through the blade of the cident occurred. He knew what had
and bailing hay in the nearby fields saw: when it kicked back and pulled  SEE NYBERG on page A4
as Darrin Nyberg finished a piece of his hand jnto the spinning teeth, In. gy N3 Jnnhr Of) Page N

RY
AH COUNTY LIBRA
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Soldier’s donation is a lifesaver

By Vit Prestwici

Vernal Exprass

Few peaple volunteer to have
hollow needles stuck into their bone
and a liter of liquid marrow pulled
from the sensitive pelvic area. Rory
Mele not only volunteered for this
procedure, but he’s willing to un-
dergo the same steps again if asked.

“I couldn’t not do it,” Mele said.
“Someone needed it."”

Mele, a 2004 Uintah High School
graduate, is a member of the Ne-
vada National Guard, now living

B

in Cedar City, Utah, 2nd Lt. Mele
was at an officer leadership course
in Fort Lewis, Washington in June
2010 when he firgt heard about the
National Marrow Donor Program
and the Department of Defense's
call for registry velunteers.

Few of those attending the
course registered. Of those who do
register at that venue and across
the country, only ons in 540 will
ever be asked to donate marrow.
In a statistic abnormality, Mele
received a hit less than a year later.

Mele, & platoon leader in the

1864th Transportation Company,
had been determined a compatible
donor for a woman in the East.
Bone marrow is the soft, fatly
tissue inside bones. Stem cells are
immature cells in the bone marrow
that give rise to all of blood cells.
According to the US. Department
of Health and Human Services,
hone marrow is transfused into the
recipient. This helpa recreate and
replenish T-cells and white and red
blood cells that are killed during
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Continued from Al

chemotherapy. The woman
who needed Mele's help has
a potentially terminal illness.

Matching a potential donor
is a simple process. The surgi-
cal procedure that removes
this lifesaving Auid is often
intimjdating to potential vol-
unteers, especially since there
is anesthesia, needles and the
potential for considerable sore-
ness.

“The doctor told me that
pain was very personal,” Mele
explained. “Some {donors) deal
with pain that can be described
as 10 out of 18, Others have
pain described as a one or a
two. That was where I was at.
Not that bad.”

Mele explained that when
he donated last October the
pain wasn't severe, but he did
become extremely fatigued.

“Islept & lot the first week,”

Mele explained,

Even with the [atigue,
Mele would find a break in his
achedule and, if asked, donate
again. The young man's to-do
list would be fatiguing without
adding “donate blood cells.”
Besides his work with the
National Guard, Mele is an
Assistant Director for Proctor/
Foster Care at Youth Health
Associates. He and his wife,
Rose, are Foster Parents at
Youth Health Associates.

They have parented teenage
boys who were making their
way back from a more severe
lockdown environment.

“My wife did most of the
work with them,” Mele said
proudly, “Because I was gone
so much, It's work."”

Thecoupleis expecting their
first baby and so are only foster-
ingjuvenilesduring emergency
situations.

Mele’s willingness to serve
hasbeen apparent since he was
young. ;

“He was nice to everyone,”
Mele's mother Kym said. “He
was good to the special ed kids.
Heknew everyone’sname. One
day my husband came home
after the two of them went to
Wal-mart. Greg (Mele’s father)
said he wasn't goingto the store
with Rory again, because he
knew everyone and talked to
everyone, Took us forever.”

John S8nyder, owner and
operator of Mr. 8 Clothing in
Vernal, has known Mele since
he was a young boy. Snyder
also expected that Mele would
be the first to sign as a donor.

“He's always been excellent

at what he does,” Snyder said.
“He was a phenomenal young
man.”
Mele did excel as a wrestler.
He did graduate with honors
fromhigh school. Hewasinthe
top 10 percent ofhisgraduating
class at Fort Sill, Okla.; how-
ever, he laughed at the word
“phenomenal.”

“I've been given a lot,” he
said. “I've had a lot of opportu-
nities, and when much isgiven,
much is required. I know that
sounds cliché, but it’s true.”

Already the soon-to-be-.

father feels he has been given
much through this experience.

r T —

Hequotedtheletterhereceived
from the donation coordina-
tors.

*Yourrecipientisdoing well,
her recovery is proceeding as
expected, and she was able to
bedischarged from the hospital
before the holidays so she was
able to go home and enjoy the
holiday season with her family.
Alsoyour cellsengrafted in her
on 11/11/11. I personally can’t
think of a more impressive
“second-birthday” than that!
;0)”

“Shereceived thetransplant
the day after it was harvested
from my pelvic bone and less
than a month later it began to
work!” Mele explained. “That
feels good.”

For the next year Mele will
be ‘informed at approximately
3 month intervals how the
recipient is doing.

At the end of the year, if the
two of them agree, they can
meet.

“I don’t know if I want to
meet,” Mele mused. “I've got
to think about it.” ;

He may need to think about
meeting the person whose life
he saved. He didn’t have to
think twice about saving it.

. . ———————
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Spotlight shines on two local heroes

By Lacey McVhmay

Vernal Exprass

They would probably never
label themselves as heroes.
Yet, last week, two Duch-
esne County residents were
publicly recognized for the
acts of bravery they executed
without hesitation when the

* .. moment of need arrived.

- e

—————r

On March 8, the Greater

Salt Lake chapter of the
American Red Cross lauded
Duchesne County Sheriff's
Deputy Brandon Adams with
the 2012 first responder’s
hero award. Adams received
the award for his part in last
summer’s rescue of a victim
whohad crashed hercarintoa
large sinkhole on a road near
Tabiona.
* The sinkhele was 25 to
30 feet deep and almost as
wide. It was filling up quickly
with water, but Adams didn’t
hesitatetothrowonaharness
and ask to be lowered by rope
into the yawning hole. In
the back of his mind, he was
formulating a contingency
plan for the course of action
he would take if the sides of
the sinkhole collapsed on top
of him. :

“T tried to take the best
precautions I could and not
think about how much danger
I was in,” Adams said. “The
way I look at it, if my family
was in trouble like that, I
would hope other people out
there woulddo the exact same
thing.”

Luckily, the walls of the
sinkhole held. When Adams
reached the bottom of the pit,
he could tell that the crash

ictim, Heidi Paulson, was
hodly injured.

With alot of skill and some

1- the-spot adjustment and
‘mprovising, Adams was
imally able to get Paulson
safely back above ground.

At last week’s awards cer-
emony, Paulson and Adams
were able to reconnect again

for the first time since the

accident.
“It was an emotional reac-

tion tomeet heragainandsee |
that shewasallright,” Adams }

said. “In law enforcement,
you see a lot of hard things.

Sometimesit’s nice tobeable |

to help people cut and see
zome happy endings.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Duchesne teenager Devin-

Whitehead, who rescued
his younger siblings from a
house fire in December, was
recognized for his heroism at
aRed Cross awards caremony
iast week.

The second local resident
honored by the Red Crosslast
week is Duchesne teenager
Devin Whitehead.

In December, Whitehead
was habyzittinghis twoyoung
siblings when their house
caught fire.

The teen grabbed his
terrified sister, Jessica, and
deposited her outside. Then,
he risked his life to go back

inside for his little brother,
Ronnie. He burned his hands
on the doorknob and couch,
but got his brother out safely.
Through the pain of his injury

and the freezing cold winter;

temperature, Whitehead
carried his two siblings half

a mile to the nearest road to |
]

seek help. i
For his courage and heroic

action in saving the life of

his siblings, Whitehead was

awarded the 2012 family hero |

award.
Adams and Whitehead
received their awards at the

Red Cross annual heroes’'

e

1

wards event, Teresa Zundel,
irector of communications
or the American Red Cross,
tah region, said a total of
4 Utahns were honored for
their bravery this year.
“The heroes’ eventsarethe

Duchesne County Sheriff BrandonAdams stands with Heidi Paul-
son, an accident victim he helped rescue after her car crashed
into a 30-foot deep sinkhote on Tabiona Roadway. Adams and
|Paulson were reuinited at a Red Cross awards ceremony last
eek where Adams was given an award for his bravery.

dearest to our heart because |
our heroes embody the cour- |
age and compassion which
is the very essence of the
American Red Cross, and it
is our honor to honor them,”
she said.
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5% Misti m_ommwmwmﬂw&oﬁomwmu
~ % {vheelchair and walked alongside
> « her graduating class on Friday
*."evening to receive her diploma,
e something she earned through
& hard work and dedication de-
spite having a life-threatening
illness.
. Despite multiple days of
V" missed school due to surgeries
“and illness, the 19-year-old came
' ¢ out on top Friday. Misti, who
. . doctors say is not expected to
“Tive past this summer, has not
et her Downs Syndrome, heart
7 conditions or oxygen tank stand
-“in her way of graduating with
- . the class of 2015.
¢ © This year gave Misti new op-
ﬂ, - portunities and new experiences,
> as well as routine triumphs.
She won the Special Olympics
H qﬂ.m&mﬂ for instance, something

L ey

,ﬁ.

odds to graduate

her mother, Sandy Foley, said
she enjoyed immensely. She was
also excited for prom and was

‘degignated Prom Queen.

“All my teachers still love
me so much, I will still visit
my friends. My teachers, they
remember me a long time, they
always work 8o hard with me. I

| lke all myteachers,” Misti said.

LIBERTY BEST, VERNAL EXPRESS

Misti Foley and her mother, Sandy, get ready for Misti's graduation from
Uintah High School. Misti, who has a terminal iliness, has worked hard to
get to where she was able to graduate and make memorable milestones
in her school years.

“Miss Chandler, she’s the best.
She’s the best teacher ever.”
Misti has gotten better at
several school subjects over the
past few years. She once strug-
gled with reading, for example,
but now it's one of her favorite

L things to do. She also plans to

continue with what she learned
in her flora-culture class,

] worked so hard at school,”
she said. “Last time I got all
A's”

Sandy said she dges well in

SEE GMASIE on A2
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Continued from A1

her flora class and that

it’s a great way for stu-
dents like her daughter to
learn science. She calls her
daughter her “little schol-
ar.” She loves everything
school had to offer her, and
graduation meant = lot to
the family.

“She doesn’t even want
to stay home when she’s
sick, she’s really stayed
with it,” Sandy said. “It’s
been a long haul, but she’s
been determined and she
figured there was no way
she was going to quit.”

Misti has been grate-
ful for the teachers and
peer tutors at Uintah High
School, those who were
willing to work with her
and gave their time to help
her reach her goal. Misti
said one peer tutor stood
out to her. As a friend and
Tentor, Shane Esplin has
been there for her and was
first to volunteer to push
Misti’s wheelchair dur-
ing graduation, but Misti
decided to walk.

Esplin has known Misti
since they were both sopho-
mores and have developed
a friendship through peer
tutoring that impacted
‘both their lives,

“She’s always nice to
everyone, she has such a
special spirit about her, She
really worked really hard
to get where she is right
now, and I'm really proud
of her,” Esplin said.

" Now that Misti has
graduated high school, she
plans to take a vacation to
California to visit her sister
and celebrate by playing at
Disneyland.

Faced with life-threatening
challenges, Misti still keeps
a smile on her face and
plans to continue enjoving
what life has to offer as
long as she is able.

. Misti Foley pulled herself out

of her wheelchair to join her |
classmates and receive her |
diploma.

1
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b oy with Nebraska‘farﬂi‘s

Suwm;n wNe’mm
FARW BUREAD farmer who raim hgy DCN ,\k.L s k’\ y |
. _ on 200 acres and feda 1t _ |
. When six-year-old Kai to his cow/calf e - .=
Baldwin of Vernal saw a : ' 1
news clip of flooding in gmaw : I Al SOFFY |
hold back the tears. “How Recently, a customer had
will they get. home and Wise scrap a functional | i
save their animals without g0 S CERR - >/ oL 3 ot "
a bridge?” he asked his  wige thought he would ; 1
mom. “We have to send find a home for the bridge — 3 1
them our money!™ somewhere in Nebraska. .; ‘ O{ A it A
Touched by her son’s “I knew people were coeae y Ee . o |
desire to help, Kai's mom,  pay}ing hay to Nebraska; 1
Kristin Forbis, researched 1 didn’t have enough hay 4
a reputable source where ¢, (hare and I wanted §
a donation could be sent, y, help So, 1 wondered h cpe oW Can 1
and the pair. invited if Nebraska could use !
friend‘nnndfamibtoemp- the bridge we scrapped. |
Wt}iewpocuuanfl‘df’ Believe me, 1 had a lot of . 4; b A & Wl‘-H’\ |
their change to Kai’'s PIEEY  dead silence on the phone : fare X et 3
SR TPl | EED: O |
a home,” Wise laughed. e ]
sent to the Nebruh Farm  «jp's not every day you l"':&\. 'f" 1 :2-_4* ; “H’\ S Mo /\{)/ .
Bureau Disaster Relief get a call saying; ‘I have a .
Fund, to help farmers, bridge for you, can you use KddewhmsadeuNeMﬁoodW QA / |
ranchers, and rural com- 7" gaid (AiS |
. ) After getting nowhere,  continues to fall, and all is still unknown. '
“I'let him set his own  wige called staff members  the mud, it is hard to fix It costs a lot to load a (Ase b, Vermnl m-)
goal, and Kai decided 2 from, the Nebraska Farm  those well-traveled roads,  bridge and transport it ' y
new bridge would cost Bureau, which manages and now the less traveled  acroas the country, but
$60,” said Forbis. “Kai the Nebraska Disaster Re-  ones are in need of repair,  Jesse Wise put the pieces ;
walked our neighbor- lief Fund. The Foundation too.” together. The cost toget & Thank You card in the As for Kai, he hasn't
hood gathering change began working with Cedar ~ Two months after floods the bridge to Nebraska js ~ mail from the Nebraska  seemed surprised with |
g County Commissioner _devastated Nebraska being split by Wise Ser.  Farm Bureau with a note  the announcement of the
counted every nickel and  (raig Bartels wholives  causing billions of dollars  vices and Recyeling, who ~ attached to call for up- ~  bridge donation, asif a
penny.” Forbis also posted  ,,5r Belden, Nebraska.  of damage, road crews are  donated the bridge; Neff ~ dates. I was told that just hard-working stranger
the fundraiser on her “There is a good chance  working hard to repair Crane Rental, who donat-  days after receiving Kai's  across the country donat-
Facebook page and Kai  ¢,4¢ at Jeast two bridges, 3,300 miles of roads that  ed their crane time to load ~ donation the Nebraska  inga bridge is the most |
raised $285.28, she said.  jr 10t more, will need to be  were closed due to flood the bridge ontoa truck; ~ Farm Bureau staff re- natural thing he’s ever |
The check was sent to the  ronlaced in Cedar County,” damage. According tothe  and Read Transportation, ~ceived a call that Mr. Wise  heard of. |
Nebraska Farm Bureau g5 Bartels. “We have Nebraska Department of ~ who is transporting the ~ of Virginiahad abridge to ~ The Nebraska Farm |
Disaster Relief Fund along  geypra] miles of roadin ~~ Transportation website, it  bridge from Culpeper to  donate. They immediately ~ Bureau Disaster Relief
with Kai's ‘Dear Ne- Cedar County that is com- is estimated that 27 state  Coleridge. thought of Kai and after a  Fund continues to seek fi- (
braska, I'm sorry you ot pjetely washed out and in  bridges were washed out Talk of bridges had died few seconds of silence said  nancial donations to meet
m-t ' “:"? d:d ‘"]:“ need of repair. or damaged. The number  down in the weeks leading :d m:'h;{tl‘::m'sbhf:a! the mﬁn‘:ﬁ requests
pe a bridge cou i ridges damaged to the day Kai received me coming Disaster
now be fixed. btz Hople i 5 - ok speschless,” Forbis said.  Relief Pund. To donate, |
e S —— Ryt
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Young dancer getting nationwide attention

By Douc RapunicH
dradunich@ubmedia biz

With a touching story
and desire to never give up,
“Alissa Sizemore, a young
glancer from Vernal, is
ﬁcoming quite the well-
own sensation across the
“ untry.
= In May 2014, Alissa, who
nas been dancing since age
4, had to have her right leg
-amputated below the knee
after her foot was pinned
under a UPS truck, Now
8-years-old and sporting
a prosthetic leg, Alissa
performs with Powerhouse
‘Dance in Vernal.

Most recently, Alissa
and her family were invited
to watch ABC’s “Dancing
with the Stars” live in Los
Angeles on April 20. Noah
Galloway, a former United
States Army soldier, model,
athlete and current dancer
on the hit television pro-
gram, invited Alissa to be
his guest after learning of
her and her story.

Galloway, who also
uses a prosthetic leg, was
injured during the Iraq
War and lost his left arm
above the elbow, and left
leg above the knee, His “No
Excuses” Charitable Fund
teamed with Kenneth Cole
fragrance to bring Alissa
and her family out to Los
Angeles for the show. Gal-
loway is currently the face
of the brand’s newest fra-
grance, Mankind Ultimate.

Heather Sizemore, Alis-
sa's mother, said Galloway
and others from “Stars”
learned about Alissa
through People Magazine,
The popular celebrity news
source interviewed Alissa
earlier this month.

. “They had seen her ar-
ticle on People.com, as well
as the music video she was
in,” Heather said. “People
Magazine called us and

did the interview over the
phone, and they were also
at the shooting of ‘Dancing
with the Stars,’ They did

a follow-up story on Alissa
being invited to the show
by Noah. We got to watch
the show and sit up on the
front row.”

Aside from getting front
row seats for the show,
Alissa and her family also
got meet Galloway and his
partner, Sharna Burgess,
after the show. As an added
bonus, Sizemore and her

Alissa Sizemore warms up for ballet class at Powerhouse Dance Studio
Sizemore was invited to attend a live showing of

was interviewed by several major news outlets.

mom met Amy Purdy, a
former “Stars"” contestant
who also attended the
show.

Purdy is an actress,
mode! and Paralympic
bronze medalist in snow-
boarding. She lost both of
her legs below the knees
after contracting a form of

e e i

Alissa Sizemore performs with
her team from Powerhouse
Dance Studio in front of a live
audience.

bacterial meningitis, and
was a source of inspiration
to Alissa while she was in
the hospital.

Adding to her growing
fame, Heather said NBC
Nightly News and ABC
World News also learned
about Alissa, and asked to
do pieces on her story.

“NBC Nightly News flaw
a reporter out to Vernal
last week, and they came
to her dance practice and
ballet,” Heather said. “ABC
World News also did a_
Skype interview and story
with Alissa,” ..

Alissa made another im-
pact online when she was
featured in a new music
video for Gentri, a Utah-
based tenor tric. The song,
titled “Dare” and released
April 2, is a single for Gen-
tri's debut album.

Heather said the band
came across the well-
known video of Alissa’s
recent solo performance,
which took place at Vernal
Junior High, on Facebook.
Alissa had danced to the
inspirational Colbie Caillat
ballad “T'ry,” both with and

B T —

in Vernal. With her remarkable story gaining notice,
“Dancing with the Stars"; appeared in a Utah-based band's music video: and

All photos courtesy of KSLNews

without her prosthetic leg.
“The band called me
and said they had a concept
for following three differ-
ent stories, and they knew
they wanted one to be
about a dancer,” Heather
said. “They saw the video
of Alissa dancing, and said
it would be great for their
song. She was kind of the
main star of the video,”
Excited to be in a major
music video, Alissa and her
family went to Salt Lake

City for filming over March
12-13. The videc can now
be found on YouTube,

“It was neat to watch it
being filmed and how it all
works, and they tried to
figure out a little choreo-
graphed piece in there,”
Heather said. “They had
a plan to show Alissa at a
certain point, the singer at
a certain point, and so on.
There was also a lot free-
styling and dancing from
Alissa, and a lot of that

A3
Tuesday, April 28, 2015

made it in to the video. My
daughter Cyley got to fill in
and be a stunt double for
the video, so when figuring
out the choreography, she
helped dance for them to
see how it looked.”

Alissa recently per-
formed at Powerhouse
Dance’s “Sleeping Beauty
Ballet,” held April 15-186,
and the company’s dance
review on April 21, She
studies jazz, contempo-
rary, lyrical and ballet, and
would love to take on hip-
hop.

What's next in store
for Alissa is still yet to be
determined, as she contin-
ues to inspire and reach
others through the power
of online media.

Company director Taunia
Wheeler works with: Alissa
Sizemore during ballet class
at Powerhouse Dance.
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