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By Nancy Spurlock
Uintah Besin Standard

School was in session one recent
weekday as students from Roosevelt’s
East Elementary sat on bales of straw
and took partin the “Classroom in the
Corn” program at the Monsen Family
Bluebell Corn Maze.

_ After the buses arrived, the chil-
dren were greeted and split into two
groups. Half the students went to the
pumpkin patch to get a pumpkin. .

The other half went to the class-
room and learned about how corn is
grown and what it is used for. The
classroom is a prerequisite for the
students in order to enter the maze.

“They’ll get to see a combine and |

a corn planter,” Bluebell Corn Maze
owner Mark Monsen said. “We'll

take an actual stalk of corn and we'll §

diagram it, showing the stalk, roots,
tassel, ears, silk and leaves, We'll tell
them about how we prepare the land,
irrigate, plant the seeds and harvest
it.”

www.ubstandard.com -

The information learned in the p

“class” helped the students navigate
their way through the elaborate 7
acres of maze — or “maize,” as the
Monsen family likes to.spell it, since
it is made out of corn.

“There's over 4,000 products we
get from corn,” Classroomin the Corn
teacher Ramona Brown said. “Tires,
mE&G. marghmallows just to name
M few. We teach them about that and

ther things that will give them the
answers to get them through the corn
maze,”

When the children are finished
with class, they'll switch and go to the
pumpkin patch. Once all the children
bave attended both activities they are
allowed entry into the maze.

Once inside the maze, the students
come to numbered markers as they
navigate the winding paths.

“The chaperon pulls out the sheet
that we give them and asks the chil-
dren the question pertaining to that
number,” Monsen said. “If they get
the question right, it tells them the
right way to go. If they get the ques-
tion wrong, then they go the wrong
way. So they.get to reviawsome of the
things that we taught them.”

After the studentsarefinished with

tha masa thaw ara allawad 0 nlaw ad

their maze is made of comn.

two of the four trails.

“If people don’t want to be scared,
they don't have to be,” Monsen said.
“We call it family friendly haunting.
We try not to be too aggressive, no ax
murderers, no chain saws, but we try
to scare you.”

After 26 yearsasafull-time farmer,
Monsen and his wife, Lori decided
to start the corn maze. This is their
ninth year of managing it and they've
seen many interesting things happen
among the ever-changing corn.

The corn is planted in both direc-
tions in order te create the unique
maze pattern. The grid layout deter-
mines where to install the bridge and
cut the five-foot pathways. Both are
done while the corn is less than a foot
tall,

“Qurticketshaveapatternonthem
that map the maze,” Monsen said. “If
people wilked every trail, madeall bad
choices, they'd probably walk close to
two miles. A child from 6 to 10 vears

“Get Lost” is the theme of the ‘maize.' The attraction's name is a clever play on words by the Monsen family since

they make a wrong choice, they just
goback and make another choice, and
then pretty soon they're out.”

The pattern of the maze changes
yearly as well as the sponsorship. This
year the corn-eating “Corn-i-vore” T-
Rex trompsacrossthe top of Mountain

IR

Salon, Ag Equipment Company, the
Bureau of Reclamation, the Duchesne
County Chamber of Commerce and
Dinosaurland Resource Conservation
and Development.

“T'd like to thank all of the busi-
nesses that make this possible,”
Monsen said. “It's helpful when they
support such a positive activity for our
community.”

Other patterns have inclyded two
bells for Bluebell's centennial celebra-
tion, a milk cow, statue of liberty, an
American flag, an oilfield worker and
the Uintah and Duchesne County
seals. One thing that never changes

/! is the happiness customers experi-

ence at the maze, some of which is
life-changing.
“We've had several marriage pro-

o 3. posalshereat the corn maze,” Monsen

America’s logo. Other sponsors for
2009 include Coke, Sipns & Lines,
Western Petroleum, Uintah Basin
Medical Center, Strata Networks,
Intermountain Farmer’s Association,
the Roosevelt Subway, Gatbway 66,
the Bluebell Store, Scissor Happy

said. “We've also had several couples
that met here and ended up married.
No weddings yet, but we'll do what we
need to do.”

The Bluebell Corn Maze is Iocated
%-mile north of the Bluebell Store.

It's open Tuesday and Wedneaday by

advance reservation only for groups
of 20 or more; Thursday and Friday

from'5 to 9 p.m.; and Saturday from

11 a.m. tp 10 p.m. It's closed Sunday
and Monday.

Cost is $7, ages 11 to adult; $5,
children 5 to 10. Prices are increased
by $2 beginning Oct. 15 during nor-
mal hours of operation at dark for
family friendly haunting (no group
reservations during the haunting
time). Children 4 and under getin fres
with an adult, A $3 courtyard fee is
applicable for those not participating
in the maze.

“I don’t sell products at my farm

|5 even though I do sell pumpkins and

concessions — T sell experiences,”

Mongen said. “You can go anywhere
and buy 8 pumpkin, hut I'll sell you &
wagon ride and you'll get to go out in
the field and actually pick your own
pumpkin,

“Sothere’san experiencethereand
since we've been in business for nine
years we have lots of return custom-
ers and that's part of the tradition,”
Monsen continued. “They come out

- end they take lots of pictures. It's an

” _enjoyahle time sesingpeople havasuch

a fun time.”

4| - For more information or to make |

Famemn e

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY

REGIONAL ROOM
FILE mo@mw‘
NO.__ D277




.. = T R LTY e —n - -

W,

ey T e R TR T

‘oze|y woy jlpganig

Awie uasuoy ayy o) st Jieu Buunp Aofus uespiiyo ay; semAoe Auew Jo suo jsnf s siy| Alejuswalg jseg sJleA8s00y woy sjuapnis epelB-piy) sy Joy Bujbusjieys sse ) ezew ajeq Aey ay ).

QHYONYLS NISYA HYLNID ‘WDOTHNS ADNVNSOLOHd

‘T8LE-POY (9EF)
. [[eo suorjearasal dnoad Joj 10 ggzg
Y 68 (SE¥) 1180 SUOIIBAISS3 S0UBAPE
| YW 0} 10 UOIJBULIOJUT 310X O] , - -
w AU UG 8

.

- 8y} jo joo} By} Je sjuepms sjealb uas
RN A 3

"ezew ay} ybnouy) ejebireu 0] sSEID B U) WEa] KBy}
woo BumalB 1noge suapn)s sayIES) UMCIE BUOWEY

£[uo ueBununey L[puaLy A[nue)]sIapo
azsul ay} ‘yxep 18 uoneIado Jo sInoy
euiou Suump g1 *300 Suruuideg

‘uo
L
SaWI0J JIFNW £1808 3Y] 95NEIaq unfy

safireyd 91 Juney am uay “safuwy
aJaydsowm)e ajoym 8], "SIA[0AD 91 08

.. e 8dnoI8 ey puR S91Bp 1YY I1M 90D

"OZBUW 2I0A-1UI0D),

X8y-1 8] J0 s|jemoq e apysu) Aswinof Jjsyy anupuod suapnjs se abipuq

!

J1 "ury Juraey a1ay) wi 3suf exe Spry
ay3 Jnq ‘axe}sTu B U BW JNOQE PaLt
-I0M 91,8 28NBIA( 81 AYM UOFEAT 3]

4

JUIY} | SIS 1Y) Y3Lm sursjqoad
arBy Npy "ua(qold ou s1 ST ‘pIo
8I834 (T 03 9 WOJJ P[IY Y "S3[IUL OM)
0} 980(2 j[BMm A[qBqod p £33 ‘sa0104D
PBq [[8 eputl ‘[Tea) L1240 payTem ajdoad

BIedEuss) uoy) pue saSusyd JENW
ay ], Afojardmoo safusyp 31 ‘y.1ep 8738
31 USTA "SaI[rure] [[euls § 31 UCOWIaYyE
ayy uy “sdiy} piag [00yas 5,31 Lep sy
Buum(g,, 'pres uasuopy , ‘sarjreucsrad
JuaIeyIIp PaI) SBY azew Sy,
*3un£1aA8 10§ BuTyjowos Jago sjySu
124032() pajuney pus ‘unj Arurej
‘Po0) ULIEM ‘pays Wi B 'Yem jeod B
‘sragouns] ured pue unjdwnd ‘uren;
#4008 ‘surjdumnd umo-mo&-yo1d ‘sepry
uogess ‘punosddeld pasndsur-urmey v
‘SUIN) PUB BIBIM] JO B3IOB J BYY,
"azell | BJ0A-T-UI0)),,
Xay[-], Suryes-u10d qay) uy 80 948,
03 no4 §371AU1 AJTUTE] UISUOTY AYf) pua
orqnd Y3 03 uado aq v azew ayy
‘1€ "0 y3noxyy gz jdag usamieg
“I9A0 1}, UST Uy
ay) Kemy sjuapnis ayj aye) pue dn
PEO[ §38Nq 8} UaYM ‘I3AsMON ‘Surino
J19Y3 uc patres| 43y) sfuryy ayy 1aq
-wauas wayj diay 03 [00Yas 0] WINJAT
Layy uaym uaIpip ay) Yum Leid 0y

© §9WIed 818yJ8a) oY) S0A13 UASUON

« SU)
uny ¥ 9A8Y pu 1507 323 UBI NOK JnIe
uty jo suo} §219Yy[,, "pres suIBl[IA|
uspres, juspnis 0] ® 3 8y [,

‘83803 ayyy pasy

0] PamO[e OS[R 21,43 ], 'Pays Ul0d &

pue azeui afeq-L8y SuiSuafpeyo-ssa[ e

81 1ONS §9[}IAIJ0B PJBA1IN0D {usul 1)

1e £e]d 0y pamofe a1e 433 ‘azew a1
Yila paysiuly aJs s7Uspnis ayj tayyy

."wan Judnel am 1eul sfunn



11-YEAR-OLD
Bluebell rider nets
first in horse meet

Eleven year old Bluehell resident
Savana Milier, and her Missouri Fox
Trotter ‘Tom’s Complicated Lady’,
completed the North American Trail
Ride Conference Competitive Trail
Ride held at Strawberry Mill B on
June 26-27.

Savana placed first in the Horse-
manship division and her horse
placed first in the horse division.
Enjoying great scenery, trails and
riding competition were 47 riders
from Utah, Colorado, New Mexico
and Nevada. The North American
Trail Ride Conferenceisa 30 year old
organization offering sanctioned
competitive trail rides throughout
the United States. Ridesare based on
condition and soundness of the horse
and the rider’s performance, NOT
B

Riders travel a pre-timed course
over a variety of terrain and are
judged by experienced veterinarians
and horsemanship judges. Some rid-
ers participate just for the pleasure
of riding in a new area, others to
learn or improve riding skills. Vari-
ous ciasses allow for competition of
riders at different experience levels,
The attention to horse care, safety
and camaraderie hag helped
make competitive trail riding one of
the nation’s most popular horse ac-
tivitiek.

For additional information about
the sport, organization and/or future
rides, contact: Stephanie Miller
(435)454-3958.
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* YOUNG RIDER WINS BIG — Eleven-year old Bluebell resident Savana
Miller placed first in the Horsemanship division the North American Trail
Ride Conference Competitive Trail Ride held at Strawberry Mill Bin June 26.
Her Missouri Fox Trotter ‘Tom's Complicated Lady’ also won a first place.




illiam and Martha Abi

Alonzo William and Martha Abiuail ook Bird
The Birds were Bluebell’s |

first honey farmers

‘Bluebell’s first honey farmer,
Alonzo William Bird, wasborn Noy.
7, 1887 in Mendon, Cache County.
Asayoungboy Alonzolearned how
to farm and raise and care for sheep.

Since he had to take turns going
toschool with hissiblings, hedidn't
receive very much education. How-
ever he did learn how to read, write
and do-simple arithmetic.

In about 1873 his family moved
to Sevier County where they re-
sided in Gooseberry. Alonzo met
and fell in love with Martha Abigail
Cook when he was about 19.

Martha was born March 18,
1868, in Nephi. Martha and Alonzo
married in 1886 and made their
first home in. Gooseberry, where

In order to support his family,
Alonzo broke wild horses, cut;
hauled, and sold cedar posta and
worked building fences for neigh-
bars.

Around the t[me of Clarence’s "

birth Alonzo wea injured in an ac-
mdentmvolwngag'lmthntexploded
shell pieces and gun powder into
his face, leaving him blind in his
right eye.

The family moved to Benjamin,
Utah County, where they livedina
two-room log home with a dirt roof
on ten acres which Alonzo's father
had given him. In Benjamin the
family raised grains for their ani-
mals and themeelves and in the fall
Alonzo worked on the threshing

the couple’s first three children machinesfor which hereceivedone
were born. Alonzo William, who and a half bushels of grain per day
died at 3-years-old, Martha Jane as payment.
and Clarence Oran. ; Four more children were born
- - MYTON €ITY -
would like to
Th:mk tha.S_ponsors who made. Myton.Daze ‘;)qzzfe
Alco Gassip Salon Pumper's Inc.
Basin Buiiders John Teem Rod's Miril Lube
Basin Family Pharmacy | K&K Sanitation Roosevelt Bowl
Basin Sports KNEL/KIFX 'Russel Glngell Farm
Beers H Davidson { Kody's Fitness Center
Burdick Paving Kody's Round-up Cafe Select Rentai
Carquest KXRQ Shirley's Country
ase LCL Oit Comner
Chegker Auto Lunetta Harding Smith’s
China Star Moon Lake Electric Stewart’s Ace
Classic Lube Mountain America Credit Hardware
Custom Manufactured | Union Taco Time
Homes LLC Muddy's Top Stop West
Dan's Tires Murray Motor & investment | UBTA-UBET
DJ's Video Galaxy Myton Memories Museum | Communications
Donell Fitzgerald NAPA - Smiley's Uintah Basin Medical
Duchesne County Area | Nebeker Weiding Center
Chamber of Commerce| Newfield Production Co. Uintah Basin
Frontier Grill Palmer’s Tire Standard
Frontier Motel Inc. Poodle Palace
The Myton Daze Commitice would also like to thank any organization or individual lhat we
ot : mnghnvemlssed Knaw that you are appr |_a1rr,d_“ A
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into the Bird family while livingin
Benjamin; James Ivan, Kelsey
Charles, Isanc Wilford, and Leroy.

In 1902 the family moved to
Ammon, Idaho, where Alonzo
worked as a laborer on sugar beet
farms,

In 1904 Alonzo received a letter
saying that his father was very
gick. The family sold everything
they owned, except their team and
wagon; and headed back to Utah
where theylived with and cared for
Alonzo's father for about one and
a-half years. Around this time
Lyndon and Violet Elizebeth were
born into the family.

In 1907 the famlly moved back
to Idaho where their last child,
Edith, was born.

In March of 1910 Alonzo tray-
eled to Utah to the Indian reserva-
tidn and filed for 160 acres of land
in what is now Bluebell.

The family packed up all of their-
belongings and moved to Bluebell
which was to be their permanent
residence. They settled in Water

Holler which is about 5 miles from

the center of the town.

The family lived in tents while
Alonzo and the boys built a two-
room home.

Neighbors gave the new settlers
fruit tree starts and the family
planted a garden. Alonzo and his
sons caught bees, put them in boxes
and planted alfalfa and bull-clover.

After buying honey extracting:
equipmentithe Birds produced sd
much honey that they were soon
hauling honey to Salt Lake and

“He used to tellus ‘amanisonly
as good ashisword, ifhis word isn’t
any good, heisn’t any good,’” wrota
Alonzo's daughter Edith in “Blue-
bell Utah 1905-1983.7

Martha and Alonzo lived in
Water Hollow until Martha passed
away in 1932. After that Alonzo
lived in town with his daughter
Martha Jane until he died in 1942,

PHC_ 0315
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EARLY SETTLERS — Aferliving inmany different smatl towns through-
out Utah and Idaho, Alonzo William and Martha Abigail (Cook) Bird and
their nine children settied in Bluebell in 1910.
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Build it end maybe they’ll

come,
That was the guiding prin-
cipal behind Mark Monsen’s

decision to turn his fieldintoa

giganticcorn maze more than
a dozen years ago. The con-
cepthas grown and expanded

since that time, and now that

field is a feast of corn-y fun.
In fact, it can more accurately
be described as a celebration
of all things autumn.

Monsen said it starfed asa
way tosupplementhigsfarmin
Bluebell. “I was in the dairy [

businessback then, and I was

looking for something else |
to do,” he explained. “There
were some girls down herein
' townthattraveledall the way

to Salt Lake to go through a

corn maze, and I thought,
‘maybethey will cometomine -

if Fbuild one.’”

- Sohe did and people come.
Since it began it has steadily
increased in scope. “I think
it's good for the community.
It gives kids something to do
that’s not gettingin trouble,”

Besides the maze, there is
lots to do. Thereis a building
that is a corn kernel “san
box.” Thereisalarge sandbax
using the traditional stuff
with bigtaysto mavethesand.
Kids can feed and pet other
kids (of the goat:variety), run
through a mini-maze made
of hay 'bales, ride the “cow
train”and slide down a pipe.
tube glide,

They can hop a wagon
pulled by tractor to pick a
pumpkin in the pumpkin
patch, and older “kids” (some
adults have been spied trying
this) can shoot a pumpkin at
targets using either a pump-
kin chunkin’ cannon or the
really big firepower, “Big
Berths,” which can blast a
8-inch pumpkin as much as
a quarter mile away,

There’s music. There’s
food, including kettle corn,
Frita pie, hot dogs, nachos,
=nd caramel apple sundaes
to name just a few goodies.
In: October, the spooky part

pbihamasansilltake center

Bluebell corn maze:

‘Mark Monsen stands before “Big

B s . -..... % =

rtha,” 2 powerful pumpkin chuckin cannon, which is:now in operation at the Bluebell Corn

Maze. The main attraction is the maze, but other activities besides firing 8 inch pumpkins include an inventive playgound, a

pumpkin patch, a cow train for the tots, kettle corn and more. ,

stage, and the regular maze
and a special spook maze will
beopen at night, withhonfires
and more eerie music provid-
ingtheatmosphere. Debuting
this year will be a vortex tun-
nel builé by Mansen, based
on similar things he’s seen in
larger amusement, park-type
haunt houses.

He noted that having a
lot of different types of at-
tractions in addition to his
professionally designed maze
were partof his initial plan. “I

feltlikeif peaple were goingta

travel all the way to Bluebell
they needed somethingto do
when they gothere, andifthey
just came through the corn
maze and left, that wouldn’t
be worth it for them driving
that distance,” hesaid. “We've
got enough things to keep a
family busy all afternoon.”
While the attraction is
open to the public from

Thursday through Saturday,

el

the Corn Maze isthe ultimate

“field” trip for schools and

churech groups.

During a field trip, an ad-
ditional offering is the corn
maze acsdemy. Sitting on
hay. bales and taking brief
walks, children receive an
agricultural lesson. “We try
to teach them about farming,
becausealotofthekids today
don’t realize where all their
food and fiber comes from. So
weteach them howimportant
farmingisto their community
and to their lives,” Monsen
said.

Getting kids to have fun
outdoors is something that
he believes in. “I think our
kids live too much in boxes,”
he said. “They live in their
bedroom, they live in the
kitchen, they livein the front
room. They goinacar; they go
toschool, they gotoa bowling
alley, they go to a show house,
everythingthey doisinside of

abox. Thigisqutdoors; Wecall

it'the classroom in the corn.”

More than 100 first-grad-
ers from Discovery Elemen-
tary School from Vernal were
the first to take a field trip to
the Bluebell Corn Maze last
Thursday. Mom TaraRichard-
son was there as a chaperone
with her son Riley’s class.
She felt it was a great place
to bring the kids.

“They learning about
farming, agrieulture, where
food comes from,” she said.
“And of course there's the ob-
vious. Thigis areally creative
playground. It's wonderful,”
she said.

There is also an educa-
tional componenttothemaze
itself People can take a book-
let of clues. At sperific points
inthemaze, ifthey areunsure
which way to turn, they can
answer a trivia question and
ifithey get the right answer it
will tell them which way to go
to continuethrough themaze,

Therg are questions relating

to American history, sports,
movies and, of course, corn.
Transformation

It’s alot of work to trans-
form an empty field into the
field of fun that is the corn
‘maze, Planting of more than
250,000 ears of corn starts in
May when the ground warms
up. “We plant in rows, east
and west, north and south,”
Monsen said. In June, work-
ing from a professionally
produced maze design, the

first cutting of the corn that

will form the paths of the

‘maze is done. At that time

the cornis 5t0 10 inches tall.
Eachyear featuresa differ-

ent maze. The first year was-

a dairy cow, an homage to his
ariginal business. After 9/11,
the maze featured a patriotic
theme. The last election in-
spired a dankey and elephant
maze, and when Bluebell
turned 100 yearsold theyears
1906-2006 were carved in the

of satisfaction to that.”

AlS5

Wednesday} September 19, 2012

Get lost and find a great time

corn.
This year’s maze is based

- on “I Love Drilling,” the

logo of a company owned hy
George Burnett of Vernal
“The oilfield is such abig part
of our area, there ismoremon-
ey and jobs brought into this
area because of the oilfield,”
Monsen said. A meeting with
Burnettresultedin thisyear's
maze. “We hope the people in
the oilfield come and enjoy-us,
and we are really proud to
supportthem. Withoutthe il
field, T don't know what the
Basin would be like.”

While looking at the gi-
gantic wall of corn it's can be
hard at first to figure outhow
it’s designed, but Monsen’s
explapation makes it seem
simple. “Rememberin school
when your teacher gaveyoua

‘piece of grid paper and then

would give coordinates, like

. B17 and A3. You made dots

on the grid paper, then you
connected thedotsand it drew

. apicture. That’'s exactly what

we do here.”

While he makes it sound
gimple, Monsen acknowledges
that transforming the empty
field into the Corn Maze
courtyard islotsof work. Each
year right before opening day
for the public (this year it was
Saturday, the firet day of fall),
everything is brought in, and
then when it closes Oct. 27
everything is'taken out.

Thereis a seasonal crew of
about sevenito 10 people who
help run the Corn Maze dur-
ing the five weeks it’s open.

When it closes, cows are set
loose in the corn. Because of
Bluebell’s elevation at 6,200

feet, the corn doesn’t usually

ripen and dry down enough
thrash. Haryesting a corn
crop is not why Monsen does
this each year.

So, what drives himtogive
peaple and kids an opportu-
nity to “get lost?”

“It’s just the grins and the
laughter end the fun people
arehaving, it givesyou asense
of fulfillment. When you see
people really enjoying what
you have done, there’s a lot

T T T
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Bluebell 6th grader to ride

the Olympic Torch Train

“ByBusanCollier

On Feb. 7 the Olympic Torch will
travel through Heber and Alayna
Monsen, a sixth grader at Altamont
Elementary willboon board the Olym-
pic Torch Train representing the
Duchesne CountySchool District. The
Olympic Torch Train will transport
the torch and other students from
rural school districts alongthe tracks
of tha Heber Valley Railway for a
poriion of its fantastic journey acrose
ourcountry.

Alayna isthedaughterof Markand
Lori Monsen of Bluebell. She has four
older brothers and likes basketball,
horse 4-H, and piano. She is excited
about being selected to ride the Torch
Train,” When asked how she was se-
lected to participate in the once-in-a-
lifetime adventure, her answer was
simple, “byluck, Iguess.” While “luck”
did play a part, the fact that Alayna is
also an exceptional student helped
her out quite a bit.

Each sixth and seventh grade
teacher throughout Duchesne School
District selected a student as a pos-
sible Torch Train participant. Teach-
ers were asked toselectastudent who
was an exemplary roll model for hisor
her fellow classmates in citizenship,
leadership, athletics, academic atti-
tude, or attendance. All the names
then went intoa “hat” at each school,
and Alayna's name was drawn at
Altamont. Her name was then sub-
mitted to the district where another
random drawing selected her as the
DuchesneSchool District participant
on the Torch Train. ‘

Each of the children selected will

-

AFIREWITHIN-—Dida fire within
Alayna Monsen spark her teacher
to select her as a candidate to par-
ticipate in the Olymmc Torch
Train? Alayna, who attends school
in Altamont will represent the
Duchesne County School District
at the special event in Heber City.

be accompanied by areporter from his
or her home town newspaper during
the memorable train ride.

Three historic steam locomotives
will hau! the passengerand torch cars.
One of the locomaotives was buiit in
1909 by American Locomotive Com-
pany. This 90-ton locomotive was
shipped 290 miles from Ely, Nevada
to Heber to participate in the great
event, i
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Continued from page 1

Because of limited parking during
the Olympics, the train will also trans-
port cross-country spectators from
Heber to the Soldier Hollow area.

The actual Torch run through
Heber willstarton Feh. 7at the Heber
Valley Rail Road Depot at 10:45 a.m.
Approximately 30 people will take a
turn carryingthe flamingsymbol along
ita six mile journey through Heber.

The torch will arrive at Rocky
Mountain Middle School (700W.
600S.) at about 11 a.m. for a Torch
Run Celebration. Two parachutists
holding American and Olympic flags
will drop from the sky accompanied”
by patrioticstrains played by The 23™
ArmyBand.

The torch will proceed Northdown
Highway 40 from the Hub Café at the
Highway 189 intersection to Smiths
Food and Drug.

The Heber Valley Olympic Caul-
dron designed by Peter Fiilerup will
be lit at 11:46 a.m. during a short
interruption of the run. The 15 foot
high cauldron will be surrounded by
theflags of 40 nationsand islocated in
the Heber Park between 200 and 300
South Main Street.
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DON'T SHOOT -— Craig Mitchell stands beside one of his life size elk

designs. The design is made more striking because a huge antler spread is
set atop the planar animal. Mitchell was recently recognized for his metal
work which helped spruce up the ROTC building at the University of Utah.

Sand hollow Precision Metal

Bluebell business is an
Olympic contributor

Duringyour next visit to Salt Lake
City, perhaps you should stop by the
University of Utah Campus, the site
oftheopeningand closing ceremonies
of the 2002 Olympic Winter Games.
The whole world will be welcome to
the University and in preparation of
this massive event a facelift was is-
sued for the campus. .

The funds allotted were quickly
claimed and projects began to pop up
all over the mini metropolis. How-
ever, one building in particular felt
that the money they had been given
wouldn’t cover what was desired. The
building was the University of Utah
Army ROTC Training Building. The
item in demand? A sign made with
sheet metal and professionally de-
signed ROTC logo.

As a result of wanting the perfect
sign for the program, they began look-
ingoutsideofthe school for a solution.

. Y_VhaE they found was Craig Mitchell of

sSandhollow Precision Metal in Blue-
bell, UT.

Mitchell, who taught Industrial
Education at Uintah Basin Technical
Center for 36 years and owns
Sandhollow Precision Metal, volun-

teered his expertise and ability. The

end product now hangs on the west
side of the ROTC building for the
world to see.

This wasn’t the first display of
ability for Mitchell. He presented to
Governor Leavitt a dinner bell in the
shapeof Utah. His work also hangsin
variousresortssuchasSteamboat and
Breakeridge.

Whether you're planning on at-
tending the Olympics in Salt Lake
City,orilyouarejust visiting, make a
swingby the University of Utah Army
ROTC Training Building. You will
discover the magnitude of the contri-
bution that Sandhollow Precision
Metals made.




By Cheryl Mecham
Uintah Basin standard

The ownersofthe The Blue-
bell Corn Maze are celebrating
their 10th year with a bigger
maze, featuring a more intri-
cate design. They have also
added a pumpkin blaster this
year that will hurl & pumpkin
hundreds of yards towards an
old pickup truck witharedneck
and a hog.

“If you shoot the redneck or
hogyou winaprize,” said Mark
Monsen, owner of the Maze,

“Each year we try to find a
theme to represent what is go-
ing on in the Basin, during an
election year we did ‘Go Vote,'
another year we honored the
oil field industry. This year we
thought we'd do something
shout ourselveshecause it’sour
10th year,” said Monsen's son,
Alex, adding that the design of
aman peekingthroughthecorn
is actually taken from their
logo. +

The Monsens come up with
an idea for each year’s maze
and send it to a designer who
then creates a pattern. While
the corn is short the Monsens
take to the fields and flag the
pattern. Then they use an
herbicide to remove growing
corn from where the trails
need to be. Afterward a tiller
is brought in periodically to
till up the weeds and keep the
trails clear.

Five months ago there was
nothing but an empty field.
Now stalks of corn stand eight
to 10 feet tall, planted with rows

running north and south, east
and west to form walls of corn.
The Monsens have begunhaul-
ing in play equipment, a corn
cannon and pumpkin blaster,
and concession stands. Hay
bales makeup amini-maze and
seating areas.

The maze will open to the
public Sept. 24 and close for
the season on Oct. 31.

More than 2,000 Uintah
Basin schoolchildren visit the
maze each year, and each year
they learn something about
agriculture and how important
it is to their lives, The theme
this year centers on livestock,
specifically the amazing bo-
vine.

“We're teaching them aebout
beef cattle, What they eat and
drink, their meat and the dif-
ferent products they give us,”
Mark Monsen said, adding
that people need to realize all
the work that goes into cattle
production—feeding when the
snow is three feet deep, keep-
ing up on all the vaccinations
to prevent disease, and finally
humane slaughter.

“Ranchers aren’t villains,
we're using what Mother
Nature or God - however you
believe - put before us to use,”
Monsen said.

Each class will hear a pre-
sentation at the maze and
teachers will receive a packet
of educational materielstotake
back to scheol to reinforce the
lesson. The kids willalsohavea
chance to go through the maze
and pick & pumpkin.

The pumpkin patch is al-

ready dotted with orange globes
lying under green foliage and
twisting vines. The achoolchil-
dren can ench choose & small
pumpkin to take home with
them, the general public pays
for the gourds based on their
size,

Courtyard activitiesinclude
rides on the cow train — bar-
rels painted like cows pulled
by a four-wheeler, a goat walk,
a corn cannon and PVC slide
and plenty of refreshments.
Available this year is the ever
popular kettie corn, as well as
hot dogs, chili dogs, nachos,
hot links, bowls of chili and
mugs of cocoa. For desert folks
can sample a homemade appla
sundae. :

Beginning Oct. 14 at dusk,
the Haunted Trail begins.
There are three trails avail-
able and only one of these is
designated for haunting, so
families of young children can
participatein the maze without
joining the frightening fun.
Sounds from the haunted trail
— shrieks and giggles — are
still audible though.

“This year we're doing
Hillbilly Hell,” Alex Monsen
said. *It's a cantankerous
hillbilly clan who've taken over
the maze and live in a junk
yard."”

He said while they try to
keep the haunted trail family
friendly, it is frightening to
small children.

“We don't let it go over the
top and make it a gore-fest, but
therearescary faces, body parts
and gruesome stuff,” he said.
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The design for this year's Bluebeli Corn Maze features a lost man peering from between the
cornstalks and pumpkins. The maze, celebrating its 10th year in operation, opens for the season

on Sept. 24.

“Wediscourage youngkids, but
that's left up to the parents.
I've been haunting every year
and I've seen grown ladies pee
their pants, little kids giggle
and laugh. Some people love
Halloween so much they just
beg to be part of it.”

The Monsens agree that the
maze isa hugeamount of work,
but a worthwhile endeavor.

“It's a positive thing when
you can actually create some-
thing that makes people say,
‘Wow!’ when they come to the
maze and have fun,” Mark
Monsen said, emphasizing
the importance of the agricul-
tural learning that takes place
through the field trips.

“It's enjoyable,” he said.

“I know it's quite a drive for
some. We appreciate the people
coming up to see us and enjoy
the farm and cutdoors. It’s
just a good place to live. Our
main goal when we started was
to make it a positive experi-
ence.”

A dozen sponsors partici-
pate in the maze to provide
educational experiences for the
Basin's youth.

The mazeislocated 3/4-mile
north of the Bluebell Store.
Signs will be up in Roosevelt.
Hoursof operation are Tuesday
and Wednesday by advance
reservation only — call in ad-
vance to make arrangements
for groups of 20 or more.
Thursdays and Fridays the

mazeisopen from 5-9 p.m. and
Saturdays, 11 a.m, to 10 p.m.
The maze is closed on Suhday
and Monday.

Admission iz $7 for ages 11
and up, children 4 to 10yearsof
age are $5. The Haunted Trail
is an additional cost of $2 per
person. Children 3 and under
are free when accompanied by
an adult. A courtyard fee of $3
per person ischarged when not
participating in the maze.

Special events include: Oct.
14-15 UEA Holiday Weekend,
the maze opens at 11 a.m.; the
Haunted Trail runs Thursday
through Saturday beginning
at dusk on Oct. 14. No group
reservations are accepted for
the Haunted Trail.

Mathecan makes <tan in Vernal durinag recess
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By Jonw Piesiivg
jplestina@ubmedia.biz

BLUEBELL—Honoring
Roosevelt in its centennial
year is the theme for the
14th annual Biue Bell Corn
Maze, opening Sept. 21 and
continuing through Oct.
26.

A Uintah Basin autumn
tradition continues as
Meark Monsen has once
again created &h original
corn maze with about
250,000 ears of corn on
eight acres, along with oth-
er attractions on his farm,
located three quarters of a
mile north of the Bluebell
Store, about 15 miles from
Roosevelt and about 45
miles from Vernal.

“Come get lost with us”
remains an ongoing theme.

The themes change
each year. The corn maze
first opened in 2000 with
a dairy cow theme because
the Monsen farm was origi-
nally a dairy farm. A pa-
triotic theme was used the
following year, shortly after
the 9/11 attacks. In 2006,
Bluebell’s centennial year,
1906-2006 were carved into
the corn. An election year
featured a donkey and an
elephant. Last year, the
theme “I Love Drilling,”
paid homage to the oil and
gas industries in the Basin.

There’s more {o interest
people of all ages. There
is a courtyard with a large
round bale maze, a goat
walk where children could
pet and feed goats, slides,
a corn bin with whole corn
that children can play in,
and of course, Monsen’s
cannons,

The Duchesne County
farmer is known for
his compressed air can-
nons that shoot corn and
pumpkins across a field to -
a certain destruction that
delights spectators.

“We have two pumpkin
canons. We are going to
shoot all the time,” Mon-

sen said.

Eight- and three-inch
cannons will shoot pump-
kins every day during
about a month that the
corn maze will be open.

Monsen acquired the

- 3-inch “pumpkin chuckin’”

cannon about five years
ago and he built the 8-inch
“Big Bertha"” two years
ago.

A tractor pulls a wagon
to the pumpkin patch
where people can pick their
own pumpkins.

Then there is a new
attraction this year called
“Friendly Fire,” nurfball
wars played in an enclosed
area with paintball guns
and protective equipment.
Monsen removed the bar-
reis from paintball guns
and replaced them with
{arger barrels.

“We have field trips
during the day Tuesdays
through Fridays. We're
teaching kids about farm-
ing this year. We'll be doing
it on pollinators and what
pollinators do for us,”
Monsen said.

“The last three weeks
of October, we are going to
have a spooky trail. Kids
can hike the haunted corn
maze. It’s separate from
the other corn maze, so
if you don't want to get
haunted you don’t have
to,” Monsen said.

The third annual Lose
Yourself 5k Benefit Run
on opening day, Saturday,
Sept. 21, will benefit the
Trenton Bastian family of
Vernal.

“Every year we pick g
family that has been hav-
ing troubles and we do a
benefit for them and all
the proceeds from the run
go toward that project,”
Monsen said. “It's not like
a lot of corn mazes you run
around our farm. It's just
a fun thing to try to help
this family.”

Field trips for schools

and church groups are
available with reservations
and group reservations are
available after the corn
maze officially closes Oct.
26 through Halloween.

The corn maze will open
at 11 a.m. Oct. 17-18 for
the Utah Educator’s As-
sociation school holiday.

The “Creep Farm”
haunted maze begins Oct.
10 at dusk and runs Thurs-
days, Fridays and Satur-
days. Group reservations
will not be accepted during
the haunt.

The hours are: Thurs-
days and Fridays, 5-9 p.m.;
Saturdays, 11 a.m. To 10
p.m.; closed Sundays and
goummwmm and Tuesdays
with reservations only.

Admission is $8.50 for
adults, age 11 and over;
$6.50 for children ages
4-10; and free for children
3 and younger that are
accompanied by paying
adults, The courtyard fee
is $4 per person if not par-
ticipating in the corn maze.
The creep farm is $10.50
for adults and $8.50 for
children.

Additional informa-
tion is available by calling
435-822-MAZE (6293). For
group reservations, call
435-454-3732 and to sched-
ule school or church field
trips, call 435-454-3369. In-
formation also is available
at www.bluebellcornmaze.
com.

<m_.:m_ mxn_.mmm

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This rendering shows what the m_cmcm__ Corn Maze with the 2013 Roosevelt centennial theme
would look like from the air.
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BLUEBELL’S NEW FLAG — [Télitha\Parry

cated many hours oftheir time to design and create the Bluebell community
a flag for the upcoming centennial celebration on July 1. The flag will also
fly during other special events in upcoming years,

Bluebell gets a flag for its 100* birthday

When early settlers came to
Bluebell it was an unnamed place
on the Uintah Valley Reservation
and there was nothing. The.only
supplies the first settlers had were
theonesthey brought with them. A
trip to Vernal took nearly two days
by wagon. In order to build a home
settlersjourneyed to the mountaing
for lumber. Who would have
thought that 100 years later Blue-
bell would have its own flag?

Thanks to the talents of sisters,
Telitha Parry and Judith Brundage
it does. Telitha and Judith were
both born in Bluebell and have
remained to raise their families in
the area. They spent many hours
choosing the right colors, creating
paper patterns and tracing the let-

tering and flowers onto a white
banner. |

Then they began appliqueingthe
patierns onto the flag. Bluebelis
decorate the center and the word »
“Bluebell” isin blue at the top. The -
Bluebell Centennial years “1906 -
2006" is posted at the bottom. “Our
flag will fly at our Bluebell Centen- |
nial celebration, July 1, and other
activities throughout the years to |
come,” said Marlene Roberts.

The Bluebell Centennial will be '
July 1 and kicks off with breakfast
at 7:30 a.m. Bring the family out
forawholeday of activities, games,
demonstrations, food, pictoriai
stamp cancellation and many more
activities that you do not want to
miss,
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U.S. POSTAL SERVICE APPROVED

Bluebell gets nod for
its centennial stamp

In honor of the Bluebell
Community’s Centennial Celebra-
tion on July 1 Bluebell will have
its own cancellation stamp. The
cancellation stamp, which was
designed by Bluebell resident
Janice Bird, will be available at
the Bluebell Post Office on July 1.
artwork is the same as the town’s
namesake and depicts bluebell
flowers. The centennial logo en-
circles the flowers and reads,
“Bluebell, Utah 84007 - Centen-

with artwork and graphics to fi-
nally get the one that we really
liked!”

Bluebell postmaster, Jim
Bryson, even got into the act by
providing ideas from the “Postal
Bulletin,” to help Janice and
Marlene come up with something
to best represent Bluebell within
the decidedly limited space of a
postage stamp.

“He also told us what specifie
information had to be on the

| 84007+

n
2" quly 1, 25%

| stamp,” says
Janice. “Jim
has been & great

support and we
appreciate his
| involvement in
the commu-
nity.” When
the cancellation
stamp was com-
pleted it was
submitted to
the postal com-
mittee in Salt

READY TO GO — Postal Service officials have

approved the Bluebell centennial

cellation to commemorate the 100 year anniver-
sary of the tiny community in Duchesne County.

nial Station - July 1, 2006 A Car-
ing Community For A Century
1906-2006 ."

The idea for a cancellation
stamp to help commemorate the
town's 100 years came from cen-
tennial celebration organizer
Marlene Roberts and Janice took
it from there.

“This was a fun way to help
start our community celebration,”
says Janice. “Marlene shared the
idea and we went from there in
designing the stamp. She had seen
and collected cancellation stamps
from other events around the
country and thought is would be
a fun thing to do for a keepsake.”

Computer technology came in
realhandy to help with thestamp’s
design and achieve the precision
necessary, says Janice. “There
were many hours spent playing

Lake for ap-
proval.

The U.S.
Postal Service
is providing the
stamp free of

charge. A cancellation station will
be set up at the Bluebell Park for
the July 1% celebration.

*You may bring your Bluebell
postcards or any postcard or en-
velope that you would like can-
celled, to the cancellation station
at the park that day,” explains
Marlene. “Others may send their
self-addressed stamped envelope
to the Post Office and it will be
cancelied and returned in the
mail.”

The cancellation stamp will
only be available for 30 days. Post-
cards are available at the Bluebell
Store and Swasey’s Foodtown and
through Marlene Roberts at 454-
3190. A few of the postcards may
also be viewed on the Bluebell
centennial website {w

www.celebratebluebell,com. |

stamp for can-
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Bluebell has a
colorful history

Bluebell is located in Duchesne
County and sits at 6200 feet. It was
named by Beryl Mary Lisonbee for
its large amount of Bluebell flow-
ers. It prospered in industries such
as freigh, dairy, poultry, and hay
farms as well as blacksmithing. The
settlers in Bluebell shipped their
products throughout the Uintah
Basin and Utah.

The first people to reside in
Bluebell were Elmer and Alice
Galé. They were a little intimidat-
ed at first by the large population
of Native Americans in the area,
but soon gained respect from them.
Elmer made his living making char-
coal and sefling it in Roosevelt. They
would soon be joined by a number of
people looking for a remote lecation
to set up their homesteads and begin
lives in the West.

James Cook came to the area as
a blacksmith. He set up his shop on
his ranch and although most people
had small shops in which they could
do their minor repairs, for a long
time the people of Bluebell relied
on him for their major blacksmith
needs,

Effie. Powell also provided a
vital service to the town as the first
school teacher. She taught school

in a two-room log cabin that also
served as church and public meet-
inghouse.

The first post office was in the
home of Levison Hanock. The post
office received mail by packhorse
three times a week; it also served as
the town’s general store. Today the
Bluebell Store is “Bluebell’s One-
Stop Shopping Center.” One can
buy almost everything he or she
needs there — and it still serves as
the town’s post office.

Having settlers that began farms
and trades was vital to beginning a
community. These early residents
of Biuebell laid a good foundation
for the town. Their stories are an
important part of Bluehell history
which is soon going to be celebrat-
ed.

Bluebell iz a community that
is ever pgrowing and changing
with the times. It has a very rich
history which is why one would
want to attend the celebration on
July first. The Bluebell 100 Year
Celebration will have many activi-
ties and an ongoing video of the his-
tory of Bluebell residents and the
town itself. Everyone Is invited and
encouraged to attend.
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NEWCOMER WRITES TRIBUTE TO EARLY SETTLERS

Bluebell has a poet and they know 1!

By Lezlee E. Whiting
and Phil Johnson

Folks in Bluebell knew they
had a poet in their midst about
the first time newcomer Bruce
Brownjread a few of his writings
at a “Get to Know Your Neigh-
bor” barbecue at the Bluebell
Park. \

It wes'the summer of 2004 and
the gathering was cne of those
events where just about everyone
in the entire town turns out to eat
and socialize. Bruce and his fam-
ily were there too, even though he
had recently been ill. So he said he
decided to share a few lines he had
written about his recent experi-
ences hecause he knew it was
something most people can relate
to.

#T had just gotten cut of the
hospital and wrote a poem about
those hospital gowns that open at
the back,” he said, He read four
poems that night. It was the first
that anyone knew that Bruce,
who works for Central Dispatch
in Vernal as a dispatcher, had a
talent for writing poetry.

Bruce moved his family to Blue-
bell three years ago after living
glong the Wasatch Front for 26
years but they had a good idea of
what they were in for — his wife
Ramona grew up in Bluebell, the
daughter of Lewis and Kay

¥

written for a co-worker whose

{  mother was dying of cancer. When

it comes to striking a more seri-

| ous tome, he tries to put himself

GIVINGBACK—Carmryingonfam-
ily tradition, Bruce Brown is an
EMT and runs on the Altamont
ambulance and a volunteer fire
fighter. “Thisis my way of serving
the community,” said Brown who
wrote a tribute to Bluebell for the
community's 100 year celebration
onJuly 1, fg!
Fausett. His own mother grew
up in & little log cabin in Moun-
tain Home,
Inspiration comes from a vari-
ety of sources, it could be a joke
that he liked, one time a poem was

| there,

' in the shoes of the people he is

writing about.
“Ag I drive around and see an

| old log cabin and ride around I

think who lived

UINTAH COl
REGIO?!

¥l
NO.

states.” When he was given the
assignment to write the Bluebell
Centennial poem the first three
verses came fairly easy but then,
for a while, nothing.

4] knew where 1 wanted to go
with it but I ran into a snag,” he
said. “I got up and went for a walk °
up through the field and through
the trees and kept repeating the
verses I had written.”

When nothing more came, he

what was
their story?”
When he was
asked to write a
poem about the
settlement of
Bluehell, he used
another style of
poetic verse. His
writing style can
change to fit the
tone of his mes-

You're invited to
Bluebell's Centennial

When: Mark your calendar
for Saturday, July 1

Where: The Bluebell Park
What: An all day birthday

party with food, games, ac-
tivities, and more!

threw out his
original verses,
reworded the
poem in his mind
and by the time 1
made it home he
“had it pretty
well down,” he
said. As a dis-
patcher Bruce's
wark days and
nights are often
filled with a great

Bage.
© “It just depends what I am
trying to get across,” he said.
“Some of them are light-hearted.
1 have written quite a few about
something that I think is funny.”

A job assignment of compiling
crime statistics for Utah inspired
Bruce to write one of his best
poems, he explained. “I decided to
write a poem honoring officers
who had given their lives in the
line of duty. It was published in
the crime statistics report which
is distributed across the country.
People liked the poem,” Bruce
related. “I have seen it hanging in
police offices in a number of

|..l.l..|l|l|l|lll-l.|||||

— deal of stress.
That’s why he finds relaxation in
working his horses and irrigat-
ing fields — it gives his mind time
to unwind,

“I can use my hands and my
back and my head can be where
ever eles it wants to be,” he re-
lated.

He said his family always felt
welcome in Bluebell when they
came for visits and now that they
live their full-time nothing has
changed. “The people have al-
ways treated us like we belong,”
he said. “I expected the closeness
of a small town again and I have
found that.”
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ONE OF A KIND

‘Bluebell is home to the Uintah
‘Basin’s one and only corn maze

By Katie Hansen

Raccoonswill notbetheonlycrea-
tures found inlocal cornfields thisfall
thanks to Bluebelidairy farmer Mark
Monsen and his family, who have cul-
tivated a giant corn maze on their
farm.

In the shape of a giant cow, the
Mansen's six acre maze has two-and-
a-halfmiles of trails which will stump

ﬂ A O_.mmzzu the maze, wasa
w m way forthe Monsens to

¢ putadifferenttwistonan
ME agricultural income.

even the brightest puzzle solver.

The Monsen family started think-
ing about bringing a corn maze into
the area last fall, when local kids
started goingout to the Wasatch Front
toexplore thealready popular mazes.

“The recreation kids need should
be positive and wholesome,” ex-
plained Monsenaddingthat thereare
a couple other reasons the family de-
cided to try a maze.

A maze, althoughi expensive, is &
good way to make money — if it gets
enough support. “Things are chang-
ing,” said Monsen, adding that agri-
culture is moving from family farms
tocorporate farms. Creatingthe maze
was a way for the Monsens to put a
different twist on an agriculturat in-
come.

Monsen,Soil Conservation District
Board member, noted that he also
feels it is important to teach kids the

&

need for agriculture. During the two-
month mazeseason, which starts Sept,
14 and runs through Halloween, stu-
dents from around the Basin have
been invited to come on an agricul-
tural field trip called “classroom in
the corn,” to learn about plants and
farming and explore the maze.

The maze, which reads “udderly
corny” on the top, was designed by
Brett Herbst, who has designed five
other mazes in Utah. However, his
company, MAIiZE, has consulted for
103 corn mazes from Hawaii to
Florida.

Thecorn, which was planted exclu-
sively for the maze, was allowed to
grow until it was about four feet tall
then the Monsens knocked down the
trails laid by Herhst.

Bluebellis about the smallest area
where a corn maze has been built
explained Monsen adding that his
maze, which is the only one in the
Basin, isanexperimenttosechowthe
set-up works.

There are two phases within the
maze and visitors can go on both, or
one. Inmid-October, oneofthe phases
will be haunted. After the season is
over, Monsen said that the maze may
open for paint-balling.

Visiting the mazeoffers morathan
just exploring the corn paths; the
Monsens have set a up corn sandbox,
filled with whole corn kernels and a
straw pyramid, built out of straw bales,
to entertain emall children. For any-
one whe gets hungry, treats will be
available ata concessionstand. Inthe
spirit of autumn, visitors will also be
weleome to take a wagon ride to a
pumpkin patch, where theycan buya

pum kin and an it themselves,
orn cops” will wander themaze
tosee that visitors are stayingin line
as well as adhering to a set of rules,
designed to keep the maze intact and
vigitors safe.
While p_um mazeis ovms Ewrmaroc_

students from around the Basin S:T.
be invited to a high school challen
Monsen detailed that there will be
team of five selected individuals fron
each school, The team that makes it
through the maze first, gets a prizep+

The maze will be open Monda
Thursdays and Fridays from 4-9 p.m:

“There is a lot of fun stuff,” sai
Monsen, adding that his F:-:w ET.
worked very hard on the project. Thé: (3
maze will open in conjunction sﬁm
the firstannual King’s Peak Celebrg
"._ou on Friday, Sept. 14 — So go get;
ost.
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UDDERLY CORNY- Mark gosmmb stands in _.&m corn maze ru E:— his
family have been diligently cultivatingsince this spring. The maze, shaped
like a cow, will give people a chance to get lost in corn over their heads.
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Bluebell man’s py
succeeds despite economy

By ViAnn Prestwich

i Uintah Basin Standard

During the economic slump of 2008,
a former Bluebell boy risked his personal
money by starting a business that would
manufacture steel tanks for the oil

Eighteen months later, Sterling
Roberts and his business partner, Gartf
Hubbard, are using their present success
to expand.

Roberts chuckled slightly when asked
why, in the middle of a recession, he
chose to dump his life’s savings into a
company called Advanced Fluid Con-
tainment.

"Well, banks certainly weren’t going

. Emery County Progress

Welders work
on a frac tank at
Advanced Fluid
| Containment. The
Ogden-based
manufacturing
| company was
founded by Blue-
| bellnative Sterling
Roberts and his
business partner
Garff Hubbard.

to loan to us,” the former Uintah Basin
resident admitted. “Everyone looked at
us and said, “You are crazy, starting a big
manufacturing company right now.””
Undeterred, the men found an Og-
den location and hired the best weld-
ers and design engineers to build steel
tanks. The team prides itself on being
able to build to any specification and
can construct tanks for large or small
projects. The company can also take
existing tanks and modify them adding
or reconfiguring valves and fittings.
Hearing Roberts talk about his prod-
ucts instills confidence. The company
has about 50 employees and is produc-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

UINTAH o €Y Li

- ol A B

REGIONAL ROOM
FILE R

NO.

—



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

ing more than 100 tanks a month. The majority of the steel
containers are round production tanks of either standard
size or custom design.

The frac tanks the company also builds are more com-
plicated and time-consuming.

“They are square tanks with wheels on them,” Roberts
explained. “We build about two of those a week and are
hoping to get to six a week. We are getting more orders all
the time.”

H economic times appeared unfavorable for starting a
new venture, the owners had previous experiences that did
favor their success.

After graduating from high school, Roberts got a degree
in electrical and automation technology. His professional
experience includes 20 years working for Autoliv, one of the
largest auto air bag manufacturers in the world.

Starting as a maintenance supervisor, the Bluebell native
worked his way up to the Autoliv Elite Management Group
in 2000, where he ultimately was responsible for production,
training and machine build for the entire company with a
$100 million budget.

Autoliv is considered a worldwide expert in production
methodology. Some of the methods came from the Toyota
philosophy, known as the Toyota Production System. Rob-
erts spent two years traveling back and forth to Japan learn-
ing the system.

The system depends in part on a human resources man-
agement policy that stimulates employee creativity and
loyalty but also on a highly efficient network of suppliers
and components manufacturers.

“They taught us that all processes needed to be visual,”
Roberts said of his time with Toyota.

“If manufacturing processes are done visually then ev-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

& DeMille Engineenng, Inc.

Serving the Intermountam West Since 1982

800.748.5275

www.jonesanddemille.com

Advanced Fluid Containment co-founder Sterling Roberts and chief financial officer Stephen
Erekson stand outside the company’s manufacturing facility and offices in Ogden.
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Bluebell man named
as new Vernal

Temple president

Howard G. Tedd, 73, Bluebell
Whard, Altamont Utah Stake, called as
president of the Vernal Utah Temple,
succeeding president Dan J. Work-
man. President Todd's wife, Maxine
Winkler Todd, will serve as temple
matron.

President Todd is a former stake
president ond counselor, bishop and
elders quorum president. Heisa re-
tired elementary school principaland
teacher. He wns born in Ballard to
William Russell and Funnie Gagon
Todd.

Sister Todd is a former Primary
president’s counselor, Young Women
adviser, Primary and Relief Society
tem:hﬂ'undhumanimriansurvicespe-
ciulist. She wos born in Naples to
Ulrich Bernard and Lucile Merrell
Winkler.

M
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lans 100 Year Celebration

Bluebell

The town of Bluebell will be house and a schoolhouse. This Tall white clover that sprang
holding its 100-Year Celebration is known today as ~up along the ditch banks pro-
on Saturday, July 1, 2006 at Cpodrich’sGranary. vided nectar for the numerous

Bluebell Park “from sunrise to
sunset.”

Located in Duchesne County,
at 6200 feet above sea level,
Bluebell is as captivating as the
name that calls up vignettes
of home, sunshine and memo-
rable times. Driving east of
the Bluebell Store for less than
a half-mile, until recently a
small, timeworn log cabin could
be seen on the south side of the
road, built new as the home of
Efffetand“HebérnPowel. This
tworoom home was the school
for parts of the year 1909-1910
when Effie was not teaching in

The history goes back just
a century, but it is rich in sto-
ries and deeds and memories.
Population in 1914 was "“273
souls,”" on tillable soil of 6,000
acres with another 2,000 acres
under cultivation. Early prod-
ucts for market included wool,
mutton, dairy products, beef,
pouliry, honey, alfalfa and clo-
ver seed, each of which is a
story in itself.

The freighting industry
employed some of the early
folks full time, and others occa-
sionally, to haul the wool from
the sheared sheep to Price,

the granary owned by®Elmers”over Indian Canyon or by way

and"Alice "Delilah: Gale. The
Gales were the first ones in
Bluebell in 1906, living among
the Native Americans who
respected the Gales because
‘they did not take their cattle.
By 191¢ enough materials
were gathered for a building
to be used as a church house,
general community meeting

of Cate Canyon to Nine Mile.
After unloading the wool, the
freighters would load their
wapgons with food, dry poods,
farm machinery, hardwood for
floors, and other necessities.
Sandy loam soil and excel-
lent water rights made possible
a town that adjoins grazing
land and is not far from timber.

hives of bees as well as mature
clover seed that could be sold
by early settlers.

Like many other folks in
rural areas, Bluebell residents
were without electricity until
1939, when the first 51 miles of
line were energized with a con-
tract from Uintah Power and
Light Company of Roosevelt.
Telephones came in much later
to homes that had formerly
used a Mountain States pay
telephone in the community
center.

The Bluebell Centennial
Book is available for further
reading about the people and
places highlighted in these
paragraphs. Everyone is invit-
ed to attend and celebrate on
Saturday, July 1 at the Bluebell
Park. The day will begin with
breakfast, end with an auction,
and includes a parade, games,
booths and many other events
during the day.

Cinn walramas all £n vista ::F.;t Rinphell
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By LEeNIcHOLE MARETT
Imarett@ubmedia.biz

Citizens of Bluebell have
a brand new sight to greet
them each day—a giant
flag flying from a 77-foot
flagpole above the newly
renovated Bluebell Park.

Renovations have been
underway for many months
now at the Bluebell Park.
New playground equip-
ment, landscaping, pav-
ing and cement work all
contribute to a wonderful
new environment for the
community to enjoy. The
new flag is the crown jewel
of the project.

“This flagpole is 77 feet
tall,” said Brad Draper,
who oversaw the park
improvements. “Seven feet
of it are underground. We
knew when we started this
that we wanted it to be
something the community
could really be proud of;
and T think we’ve certainly
accomplished that.”

The park improvements,
including the flagpole, were
made possible by numerous
individuals and businesses
who contributed to the
praject.

“We didn’t go into this
asking for anything for
free,” said Draper. “We had
the money in hand to make
all the improvements that
we wanted. But we had so

Bluebell raises gia

flag
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L.W. MARETT, UINTAH BASI STANDARD

A crowd of over 100 people gathered at the Bluebell Park on Thursday, July 23, for the first
ralsing of the new Bluebell Flag.

many people who helped us personne! to the Bluebell gible, it’s really the whole

out and refused to take a Park project. community.”
dime for their work.” “T wish I had time to The flag raising ceremo-

Multiple awards were thank everyone, but the ny began promptly at 8:30
handed out at the cere- list is just too long,” said p.m. on Thursday night.
mony to businesses who do-  Draper. “When we take As the sun was sinking to
nated time, equipment and  about who made this pos- the west, members of the
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over new park
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LW, MARETT, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

Bluebell celebrated the grand opening of their newly renovated
park with a flag raising ceremony on Thursday, July 23.

Ameérican Legion and local
veterans raised the flag to
the top of its pole for the
first time.

Steve Dunsmore, of
American Legion Post 58,
spoke briefly about the im-

portance of the American
flag.

“The flag is not political.
It doesn't represent Re-
publicans or Democrats.

It represents you, each of
us, the American people,”
Dunsmore said.

Emotions ran high
throughout the evening.
The crowd of over 100
people sang, wept and
cheered together as above
it all, the American flag
flew at half-mast in honor
of the Marines killed in
Tennessee.

“The flag is a symbol of
freedom,” said Dunsmore.
“Tt's a symbol to everyone
else in the world. No one
enjoys the kind of freedoms
that we do here in our na-
tjon. The flag is a symbol of
hope.”

RAGRE
ERME
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" LW, MARETT, UINTAH BASIN STANDARD

Children from the Bluebell
Ward Primary performed a
patriotic song and waved
American Flags atthe Bluebell
Flag Raising on July 23.

LW. MARETT, LINTAH BASiN STANDARD

Steve Dunsmore of American
L egion Post 58 spoke about

_ the importance of the flag
as a symbol. "The flag is not
political. It doesn't represent
Republicans or Democrats. It
represents you,each ofus, the
American people,” Dunsmore
said.
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Bluebell Store and Grill serves up a slice of

LeeNicHoLE MARETT
Imareli@ubmedia.biz

A small Upper Country
town, population less than
300. A four-way stop. A
small general store, offer-
ingsome of everything to
residents and passers-by.

For years, the Bluebell
Store has been an icon of
Americana, and now, it's a
great place to stop in and
grab a bite to eat.

The Bluebeli Store
'Grill opened in December,
and hes been serving up
a steady stream of diner
favorites ever since.

*“We open every day at 6
a.m.,” Cindy Bird, who has
heen working at the Blue-
bell Store since October,
said. “A lot ofiguys stop in
for their coffee every day,
and we have homemade
breakfast burritos hot and
ready to go so'that they can
just grab them and head to
work.”

Their breakfast menu
isn't limited to breakfast
burritos—the grill offers a
.gelection of breakfast favor-
ites. Breakfast is served all

english chips.

day long, alongside classics
like bacon burgers, chicken
strips, grilled cheese sand-
wiches, French fries and
English chips,

“It's nothing fancy, but

~ the food is really, really

good,” said Bird.

The Bluebell Store
and Grill is located at the
intersection of 4000 N. and
Center Street, right in the
heart of Bluebell. They are
open from 6 a.m. til'4 p.m.
Monday — Saturday, and
are closed on Sundays.

Diners at the Bluebell
Store Grill can choose to
call in, carry out or stay to
eat in the new dining room
located at the back of the
store. It's small, but it's
usually packed full of:com-
munity members enjoying
a hot meal.

“It's a steady stream of
people in and out,” Bird
said, “We do at least as
many call in orders every
day as we have people ¢om-
ing in to eat.”

In addition to the feod
coming fresh off the grill,
diners can also enjoy a
selection.of desserts haked
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L.W. MARETT, L'NTAH BASIN TAHL

The Bluebell Store sits at a four-way stop in the heart of the Upper Couniry. This lcon of Americana has aiways offered up so
of everything—from gas to soda to soft-serve ice cream. Now, travelers can stop in for fresh food at the new Bluebell Store G

fresh daily.

“We have a woman
here in town who makes
all these desserts from
‘seratch,” said Bird. “She
brings them in fiesh every
day, and they're so good.”

The Bluebell Store
is owned and operated

-

some of the best peopie I've ever known."

LW, MARETT, UINTAH BASIH STANDARD

The kitchen at tha new Bluebell Store Grill churns out fresh food all day long. The menu fea-
tures a selection of diner favorites, including bacon bugers, chicken strips, french fries and'

LW, MARETT, LRNTAH BASIN STANDARD

Cindy Bird stands behind the counter at the Bluebell Store, ready to help customers with any-
thing they need. " love working here,” Bird said. "The people are so nice, and the owners are:

by Toni and Bruce Jen-
kins, longtime Bluebel
residents. The store has
always been a staple in
the small community, and
its soft serve ice cream is
renowned throughout the
Basin. The new grill fills

one more need for upper
country residents,

The community has
heen nothing but sup-
‘portive of the Jenkins’
new venture since the grill
‘opened several months ago.
‘The couple have always'

been actively involved in
‘the community, and that
support goes both ways.
" love working here,”

Bird said. "The people an
‘80 nice, and the owners a
.some of the best people I
ever known.”

"L.W. MARETT, LNTAH BASIH STAN)

The dining room at the new Bluebell Store Grill is small, but it's always filled with people icok

for.a delicious meal. The Grill is open Monday-Saturday from 6 a.m. lill 4 p.m.
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Bluebell will celebrate with a p1ct01a] C

July 1 is the big day for the
Bluebell 100th vear celebra-
tion but for the whole month
of July, celebrants have the
privilege of sharing the unique
centennial postage cancellation
stamp.

The idea of having a com-
memorative stamp began with
Marlene Roberts, organizer
of the Bluebell celebration.
Having a collection of her own,
Mrs. Roberts initiated the idea
of offering a Bluebell centennial
stamp for a keepsake, and cred-

Bluebell Park will be the July st celebration spot--early visitors are from
the Mt. Home preschool.

its artist Janice Bird with the
design. The artwork consists of
the bluebell flowers that are the
signature of Bluebell town. The
logo is formed into a circle and
reads *Bluebell, Utah B84007*
Centennial Station* July 1
2006* A CARING COMMUNITY
FOR A CENTURY 1906-2006*
“Jim Bryson, Bluebell Post-
master, provided great support
in the style, design, specific
information and submission
of the stamp to the postal com-
mittee in Salt Lake,” Janice

Bird recalled. “It was approved
in March and the US Postal
Service is providing the stamp
free of charge.”

A cancellation station will be
set up at the Bluebell Park for
the July 1st Celebration. Those
who want the memorable keep-
sake will be able to purchase
blank postcards, envelopes,
and stamps and have them
cancelled. A wide variety of
Bluebell postcards are also
available for purchase, many
of which will be new photos in
June 2006. “You may also use
your own cards or envelopes
and stamps and have them can-
celled at the park,” said Janice.

The Bluebell Post Office is
in full cooperation and Sue
Wood, Postal Officer in Charge,
invited the public to "send
26 cents for a stamped U.S.
postal card or 47 cents for a
stamped U.S. postal envelope.
If you provide the addressed
envelope(s), the amount is just
39 cents for each one. Send
the payment plus any personal
envelopes with the necessary
addresses to Bluebell Postal
Service, Bluebell UT 84007
any time between now and the
third week of July. These can
be mailed to anyone inside the
U.S. if the address is provided.
Addresses outside the USA
require additional postage.”

In addition to the stamp and
photo cards, other memorabil-
ia are available, The Bluebell
Store has blue T-shirts for sale
with the Bluebell logo, and
there are always a wide variety
of snacks. “You can't miss the
store. We call it our Bluebell
Mail-One Stop Shopping,”
laughed Marlene Roberts.

The Centennial Book will be
completed after the Celebration
Day, in order to include the
events that take place on July
1st. It will be available in

Bluebell Store provides information anc

September and advance pay-

ment is suggested. Further .

information about this book
will be included in future arti-
cles.

“Bluebell is the best place
to raise your kids,” declared
Sue Woods who has owned and
managed the store for three
years, with the help of Sylvia
Hudson.

“I have lived in Bluebell
forever — except for 10 years in
Louisiana,” said Hudson, “And
1 really missed the beautiful
mountains when ! was gone.
I have a wonderful view from
the windows of my home, just
down the road.”

For questions, or to pur-
chase the beautiful scenery of
Bluebell on postcards, go to
the Bluebell Store or contact
Marlene Roberts at 454-3190.

Bl
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Bird recalled. “It was approved
in March and the US Postal
Service is providing the stamp
free of charge.”

A cancellation station will be
set up at the Bluebell Park for
the July 1st Celebration. Those
who want the memorable keep-
sake will be able to purchase
blank postcards, envelopes,
and stamps and have them
cancelled. A wide variety of
Bluebell postcards are also
available for purchase, many
of which will be new photos in
June 2006. “You may also use
your own cards or envelopes
and stamps and have them can-
celled at the park,” said Janice.

The Bluebell Post Office is
in full cooperation and Sue
Wood, Postal Officer in Charge,
invited the public to “send
26 cents for a stamped U.S.
postal card or 47 cents for a
stamped U.S. postal envelope.
If you provide the addressed
envelope(s), the amount is just
39 cents for each one. Send
the payment plus any personal
envelopes with the necessary
addresses to Bluebell Postal
Service, Bluebell UT 84007
any time between now and the
third week of July. These can
be mailed to anyone inside the
U.S. if the address is provided.
Addresses outside the USA
require additional postage.”

In addition to the stamp and
photo cards, other memorabil-
ia are available. The Bluebell
Store has blue T-shirts for sale
with the Bluebell logo, and
there are always a wide variety
of snacks. “You can’t miss the
store. We call it our Bluebell
Mall-One Stop Shopping,”
laughed Marlene Roberts.

The Centennial Book will be
completed after the Celebration
Day, in order to include the
events that take place on July
1st. It will be available in

gk T

September and advance pay-
ment is suggested. Further
information about this hook
will be included in future arti-
cles.

“Bluebell is the best place
to raise your kids,” declared
Sue Woods who has owned and
managed the store for three
years, with the help of Sylvia
Hudson.

“T have lived in Bluebell
forever - except for 10 years in
Louisiana,” said Hudson, “And
I really missed the beautiful
mountains when I was gone.
I have a wonderful view from
the windows of my home, just
down the road.”

For questions, or te pur-
chase the beautiful scenery of
Bluebell on postcards, go to
the Bluebell Store or contact
Marlene Roberts at 454-3190.
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Bluebelf cancellation stamp for the 100th year celebration will be dated
July 1, 2006,



When Elmer Gale first
settled in Bluebell in 1906,

he dido't know that 78 years -

later he would be mentioned
in a history book. In fact, he
didn't even know he was
settling in Bluebell,

At that time Bluebell did
not exist. Gale was the first

person to settle in what is
now Bluebell after the
Uintah Basin was opened to
homesteading.

Today, 78 years after the
first settlers first pitched
their tents and began to
build their amall cabins, a
history of Bluebell is being

: B

Blugbell-Book racoids history

5
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written. interest or enthusinsm and
What started as a high did not follow through on the
priest group project to write project.

a history of the upper
couniry has ended up as a
community effort in Bluebell
to write a comprehensive
history of the town. Other
commaunities apparently lost

According to Garda See-
ley, one of the 11 person
committee writting the his-
tory, the book should be
completed and available to
the public by Memorial Day.
The book will have close to
800 pages, and T00 pages
wiil be produced.

The committee has been
working on the projeet for
three years, says Pauline
Winkler, another committee
member, and the last year
the work has been intensive.

The history will extend
from 1905 to the present,
Winkler says, and will
include numerous sections
on different aspects of the
history. The book will even

contain interesting topics
such as how the community
received the name Bluebell
According to one account
in the book, Pauline. says,
shortly after the area was
settled, a Sunday school
was organized. A name was
needed for the Sunday
school, 50 a young girl, Mary
Beryl Lisonbee suggested
Continued on page 9

SHOPPING?—This is the second Bluebeli Siore in the 1920's. The
Bluebell history tells about the time a person could go down to the

store and buy a brand new pair of overalls for 90 cents.



Continued from page 8
the town be named Blushell
after all of the blue bell
flowers growing in the area.

There are other versions
of the story, Winkler says,
but all of them accredit the
name to the many blue bells
that grew in the spring. One
history says the blue bells
grew so thick the country
looked like an alfalfa field in
blossom,

The book also contains
sections on achool, church,
traditions, community indus-
try, soldiers, missionaries
and maps,

Two of the ecommittee
members, Carolyn Miles and

WORKING—For.  the

Carma Matthews, have been
making frequent trips to the
gen center in Du-
cheane for the past two
years tosgo through micro-
film copies of the Duchesne
Record and the Roosevelt
STANDARD, f{forerunners

of the Uintah Basin ST.

DARD in search of
items about Bluebell and its
residents, Many of the items
will be consolidated into a
section named *'Clippings
from the Past,” Winkler
says.

The section on soldiers
will include each of the 102
Bluebell men who have
served in the armed forces.

Each of the 11 committee
members as well as about a
dozen other people have
written sections of the book.
In addition to this, about 400
family histories will be
included. All of the families
living in Bluebell or that
have lived in Bluebell are
invited to submit a history.
Most of them did, Pauline
8ays.

The book also contains
about 1,500 photographs.
Ineluded in these photo-
graphs are pictures of all the
current residents of Blue-
bell, Winkler says. There
are now 101 families in the
community and about 400

9 Al

_uo.mw three years

members of the Bluebell history committee
have been working at putting out the
Bluebell book. Members are left to right:
Carolyn Miles, Garda Seeley, Maxine

e il L=

Verona Goodrich, - Velma -Monsen, Rae-—.

people.
The project has involved

the whole community, Pau-
line says. “Bluebell has
always ﬂaan A closa com-
munity, but his has helped it
get even closer.”

“The project has brought
the past here,” says Carma
Matthews.

One of the problems the
committee has been fncing is
financing of the history.

The original contraet with
the publisher, which is based
in Springville, was for
$21,000. But because of the
addition of more pages than
had originally been ex-

Jenkins, and Cleona Remington. Not pic-
tured are Carma Mathews and Porter Mer-

rel.

$6,000 more, Winkler says.

8o far, the committee has
collected about $15,000.
Most of the money is from

‘advanced payment on the

book. The volume will cost
about $36.

There has also been fund
raising from the sale of
quilts and cedar chests.
Each of the committee
members have donated $100
in addition to their time, and
there has been numerous
other donations towards the
project. The committee is
still working at raising funds .
for the publication.

There are still about 250
volumes of the book avail-
able, Garda Beeley says.

The Bluebell history book
will be blue with blue bells
stamped in gold on the front.
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The first settler in
Bluebell was Eimer
Gale. He settled

about one-half

Bluebell Store in
1905.
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| district,

| has become a factor.of {mportance
|{in the
leounty and by no means the least
limportant of the activities of
| residents
| dairy business.

|the district and the forest and this

-

e e ——
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- e
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A strip of banch land, 4 miles
wide and eix miles long, wilh a
great depth of rich soil Iying over
a clay subsoll, with people engaged

b -l
- . o

in agriculture, horticulture and
dairying on lands mol so fuany
yeats ago densely covered with

gage brush and an equally dense
growth of native bluebells—this
describes meagerly tha DBluebell

First settled fn 1906 the region

developmzant of Duchesne

fts
furthering of the

Blusbell is located
12 milez south of the Ashley nation-
a] forest boundary w}th a strip of
fine Indian grazing land betweend

is

splendid advantagz  offered was
grasped by the farmers without de-
lay. Dairying on g2 eBcale com-
menstrate with the advantages at
hand was etarted, with the result
that at present the cream station
at Bluebell pays out between $800]
and $900 weekly to farmers, Crops
may grow and crops may fail, but
when 2 farmer receives from 315
to doublz that amount ,each wesk
for cream produced by his own
cows he has mo fear that a wolf
will appear at his door—not In the
summer nor in the wiunter. Blue-~
bell dalry farmers are not in th2
least averse to showing their dairy

el nlr ey

latock, for pure bred and high grade

- -

cows are the rule, all of them of
selected dairy type. Extreme care
is exercizsd in the selection of the
gires In order to contsantly im-
prove the herds,

Dairying combined with the sheep
industry and the raising of bael
cattle makes hay growlng the chiel
azricultural industry on the 2000
acres nder cultivation. Ilowever,
peals, plums, apples, cherrlas  and
other wvarieties of fruit are grown
and produce fine yields, Garden

products yield profus: and harvests
each wear, and small grains dol
equally as well.

Irrigating water {3 obtained fromy
the Lake Tork river, and the de-
velopment of the Moon Lnke res-
ervoir will furnish additional water
in quantity sufficient to irrigate
twice {he4present cultivated area,

School facilities at Bluebell will
be greatly improved, 2s under the
racent Roud issue +voied for this
county, & part of the money will

be'used to erect a new school build-
ing.

There i3 mo qusastion that the
dairy business Is the dominating

factor creating the prosperity of {he
Bluebell distriet, but it {s pe-
knowledged by all that diversified
farming as practiced, here must be
given 1its full share in the resuvits
obtained by the residents of the
district. This proves that dalrying
on farmsg does not necessarily oc.
cupy all the time and that other
farming activities need not ba ne-
pleeted,

ol




CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT EASES SCOLIOSIS

For family of 5-year old, taking a different
path eliminated need for painful surgery

......

Imagine finding out your child
will have to wear a heavy plastic
brace on his upper body for nine
years, and then undergo surgery to
have a metal rod inserted into his
back, That is exactly what Bluebell
residentsJesseand Courtney Tatman
faced when doctors told them their 5-
year old son Garrett had curvature of
the spine — or scoliosis, It was news
they accepted, at first.

It wasn’t until a year and a half
into the grueling therapy that the
family sought an alternate medical
option, chiropractic care.

When Garett was 5, en occupa-
tional therapists who visited the
Duchesne CountyPreschool observed
him and were concerned that he
might have scoliosisrosis, a muscu-
lar skeletal condition characterized
by a lateral curvature of the apine
with a rotatjonal comggnent.

‘Garett’s mother Courtney was
understandably worried when the
therapista called her at work and told
her they suspected that her son had.
scoliosis, a condition about which she
Jmnew little.

Garett's pediatrician confirmed
the diagnosis and referred the family
to Primary Children's Medical Cen-
ter where doctoras explained that
Garett would have to be fitted for a
heavy plastic brace that he would
wear 18 hours a day until he was 12
or l4-years ald, at which time they
would surgichlly insert a metal rod
into his spine.

Garett'sspine was48 degreesfrom
a normal vertical position. and his
ribs pushed up against his lungs, a
painful and potentially fatal condi-
tion. However, Garett had not com-
plained of any pain, probably, doc-
tors think, because he had grown
accustomed to the discomfort and
didn’t know anything different, his
.mother explained.

Garett'scondition wassobad, that
doctora told his parent il 'he were
older they would have operated im-
mediately, However, an operation at
his young age would assure defor-
mity because as he grew the rod in
his back would have left higback the
gize it ;vas whemnhe was five,

Scoligsis ically affects more
gitls ther LAV Do e
Garett either the eopdition at
birth or that it was the result of
delivery when the little boy was born
prematurely. :

They do know that it quickly pro-
" gressed so thet by the time Garett
was five it was obvious there was a
problem. Even his shoulder blades
were noticeably at different heights,

and one of them jutted
straight out of his back.
According to
Courtnay, what doctors
at Primary Children's
Medical Centerdidn’t tefl
the Tatmanswasthatthe
brace was not going to
help Garett improve. It
was just designed to keep
the condition from dete-
riorating unti} he was old
enough for surgery. The
other thing they didn’t
mention, she said, was
the muscle deteriqration

the boy would sufferfrom

wearing the device that
didn't lethimusehisback
muscles, -

So for a year and half

‘the courageous little boy
donned his heavy brace

when he got offthe school.
bus and wore it all

evening and night until
he climbed on the bus
again in the morning,

“I felt he would he
judged. Kids can be
mean,” explained
Courtniey, who opted to
have Garettattend schpol
brace free. On weskends
and summer days he wore
it even longer.

Because it pushed
down on his hips he could
not sit, ride his bike or
ride horses without the
device pushing pai
into hig'body. “He found
gther ways. He didn't
stop hislife, buthehad to

HAPPYNOW-—Garett Tatman is very happy ~

now that he doesn’t have to wear a heavy hot
plastic brace to keep the curvature ofhis spine
from getting worse. Instead ofi wearing the
brace for nine years and then undergoing
surgical insertion of a metal rod into Garett’s
back, his family opted to try chiropractic
treatments which has relatively quickly re-
duced the curvature.

. Doctors believe ©

change everything.”

Because of its design, the bracse
also put pressure on. Garett's hlad-
der. *The first six months were ter-
rible,” said Courtney, who explained
her son cried often and begped her to
let him be free of the bracs. “It was
horrible in the summer when he got
heat rasit and open sores.”

1t was Courtney’s mother, Linda
Meacham, who 'mentioned her
grandson’s condition to her chiro-
practor, Dr, Dean Fitzgerald. Hesug-

BEFORE AND AFTER — Gareit
Tatman's x-rays tell the amazing
story of a remarkable cure, The x-
ray onthe left shows Garett's spine
shortly afterhe was diagnosed with
scoliosis. The spine curved 48
degrees from the normal position.
The x-ray an the ghove was taken
aflerseven months of chiropractic' .
treatment. The spine is now only
15 degrees from the normal posi-
tion. Look at the upper and lower
curvatures of the spine to see the
difference. '

gested they let him examine the boy.

*Ittook a couple manthsfor herto
talk me into going. I was scared, but
if there was any chance I thought we
should try it," said Courtney. Atthe
end of a 90-day chiropractic treat-
ment trial there was an 11 degree

. thechiropractor. He wasneverreally

improvement, so the family contin-

ued with the new regime,
Threetimesaweek Garettgoes to

0T R ——

e ——

scared to po — unlike his mother
who sat cringing in the chair nearby.

In cases like Garett's chiroprac-
tors make adjustments to the
patient’'s neck and back. Some chiro-
practors then position the patient in
a mirror image position for 20 min-
utes of traction. At the beginning of
the 20 minutes the chiropractor fires
‘an impulse into the nervous system
that confuses the system for a split

¢ imoment qu ajlows the muscles and

tendonk to'adjust to the new skeletal
position éffected'during adjustment.

The fired impulse is gort of like
turning off your computer to clear
{He memory ahd let the system re-

sfresh. The hopa is that the nervous

system will forget the misalignment

‘of the hody during the impulse and

Teprogram the muscles and tendons
o keep the newly aligned skeletal
system in the position they are in

«during traction after the confusion

terminates.

Garett has only two more months
oftheintendive treatmentsleft. Then
he will only see his new doctor once a
month.

MNow, after seven months of chiro-
practic care Garett has a 15 degree
curvature — that's a 33 degree im-
provement from the48 degree curva-
ture when he started chiropractic
care, Since he became a chiropractic
patient he no longer uses his brace
and his back muscies are also im-
proving. Garett also looks normal.
His shoulders no longer look like
they are at different heights and his
shoulder blade doesn't stick out.

But best. of all, Garett, now seven,
iz able to enjoy his favorite activities,
horse back riding, fishing, and bike
riding, in complete freedom from the
encumbrances of the heavy brace.

In addition the family and their
insurancecompany are saving $3,600
for the purchase of each additional
bracerequired as Garett grows. They
had: already purchased two of the
-expensive items.

The Tatmans were a little sur-
prized at the negative reaction they
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HEY | KNOW THOSE GUYS! — Although commonly referred to as,
“the old farm couple in front of their house,” they actually hail from the
1928 painting, “American Gothic. This year they are the inspiration for the
Blucbell com maze. The Depression era painting was meant 1o show

*America and what 1t stood for.” 1

Bluebell rancher Mark Monsen is
in his third year of operatinga unique
attraction in Duchesne County.
Monsen is the guy behind the *corn
maze” — he's n man born with farm-
ing in his blood who began to think
outside the box a few years ago and
ducided it was time to put his seven
acres of corn to new use

He kepl growing corn, but just
made it so it was something that
people would come and pay ta walk
through — or more appropriately,
get lust in.

The inspiration fur this year’scorn
muze is a 75-year old painting by an
Grant Wood, a Depression era artist
who Monsen suys he easily identifies
with.

“He wrote that he was, ‘Inepired
by his personal universe filled with
tales und legends thus paying hom-
age to people who worked ha with-
out bothering about earning money.'
The reason | wanted it was because
of his words and how he put ut, it
kind of said how 1 felt about agrivul-

Corn maze helps prove that
land has unique multiple

ture and the people on the lund.”

The Monsen family has milked
cuwson their farm since 1942, Mark's
brother, Eldon, sold the last of them
last week.

*It's kind of the end of un era,”
notes Mark. “You have to muke o
choice, you go in great big or you get
out. Conventional ugriculture is just
not doing teo good right now and 1
picked this theme because 1 wanted
to salute the American farmer and
his wife. They are standing there
together.”

This year's cultural corn maze is
o bit of a departure frum the giant
cow carved in the corn when the
maze opened in 2000, the lirst year
Monsen decided his farm land could
offer an attraction that kids were
heading out of town to see.

“1 was working hurd in the spring
to put in a little plece of ground i,
and it waa hot and | was tired and |
stopped to rest ... it wasn't long after
that our friends down the roud were
tulking to me und suid their kids

Uses

went clear ta the city to go to a corn
maze and 1 thought T could do that.”

Hecontucted Pleasant Groveresi-
dent Brett Herbat, the brainchild of
the corn maze (Herbsl hus them up
and running in five countries) and
the rest is two miles of corn maze
history.

“Ag soon as 1 am done this yeur 1
start thinking about next year. It's
cut when the corn is really shost
when you can seewhut you aredoing.
You flag it and make a grid and con-
nect the dots ... and then when you
get in an airplane you hope it luoks
like you wanled!”

The corn maze is more than just
fun, it's also educational. Last year
1,800 school kids paid a visit to the
corn maze, which adds new leatures
ench year.

The maze is open Thursday, Fri-
day from 5 -'® p.m. end Sdturday,
from noon to 10 p.m. The maze is
open Tuesday and Wednesday by
reservation. It closes for business
Nov. 1.
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Corn maze provides
“good farmin’ fun”
for the whole family

ThecornmazetoopeninaBluebel!
cornfield will provide a unique source
of good farmin’ fun for adults and
children alike. The Maize will give
Uintah Basin residents the chance to
“get lost” Sept. 14 through Qct, 31.

The Maize, first introduced to the
Uintah Basin last fall, was created by
dairy farmer Mark Monsen. Thisyear's
design isa patriotic theme carved into
sixacresofcorn. It containsa network
of twists, turns, and decision pointsto
find your way through, which will take
about an hour for most maze-goers,
accordingto Monsen.

After finding their way through
the Maize, visitors are invited for o
free wagon ride to a pumpkin patch
where they will have the opportunity
topick and purchase their own pump-
kin. They may also visit the tricycle
track, a corn sandbox for little kids to
play in, a pumpkin launcher, a smalt
straw bale maze for children to crawl

.Lhmgzhw.n:ain. and concession
stand.
The Maize islocated 3/4 mile north

of the Bluebell Store. Hours of opera-

tion will be Thursdays and Fridays
from 3-9p.m., Saturdays fromnoon'to
10 p.m. Field trips are offered on
Thursdays by reservations. Cost is $6
for adults, $4 for children 12 and un-
der, and children five and under are
free with a payingadult. Discountsare
offered for large groups and field tripz.
For more information or to make
reservations, call 435-454-3752

T RY
TAH COUNTY LIBRA
UIN REGIONAL ROOM
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A“MAZE”-ING-This six-acre cornficld maze sports apairiotic the e this
vear, It will be apen for everyone who wants to “get Jout irvin St b
1o Qct. 31. It is located 3/4 mile north of the Bluebc!* Store

Mark Monsen Farms proudly presents
Northwestern Utah’s only Corn Maze!

*Wagon ride to pumpkin
patch. Pick your own pumkin.

® et the kids race around

B

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Thursday & Fridays: 5-9 PM
Saturdays: Noon-10 PM

t-ovel K Tuesday & Wednesdays:
the tri-cycle track. By reservation
ENTRY FEE REQUIRED |Large Groups Welcome
www.cornfieldmaze.com

Located 3/4 mile North of the Bluebell Store.
For more information call :435-454-3732
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Come Celebrate \Wlth “5'
Lewis Fausett is turning 80.
Open House at Bluebell
Park on June 8, 3 to 6 p.m.
No gifts please. |
Share with him a written
memory of working/serving
with him in the: Oilfield, |
Wool pool, Fair, Hvestéck
Committee, E.M.T. Asso-
ciation, Fireman, District
Scout Advancement Chair, |
Mission, Temple, Church
calling, Nelghbor or
Friend.

UNNTAH COUNTY
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Finding family

she never

By Lezlee E. Whiting

Ellen Roberts was just 2-years old
and her brother, Sandy was 5 when
they were placed in an orphanage by
:gen- fatltxher fo%lﬁvwing the death of

eir mother. The aiblings had.
each other and quickly form:ﬂ
strongbonddunngthmryoungmas

That'swhy it waseven more heart-
breaking when the two lost track of

Sarah Ellen

Morris

each ather for the rest of their lives
_on the very day they had planned'to
run away from the orphanage in
Circleville, Ohio,

Ellen arrived at their pre-ap-
pointed meeting spot as planned, but
Sandy never did coms, Sadly, she
demded she had no choice but to go
on without him, “I tried all my life to
find him,” said Ellen, now 86-yeara
old and living in Bluebell.

Just what happened to Sandy on
the day the two were to run away
together will forever be.a mystery to
her. But thanks to a amall miracle
that was years in tha making, Ellen
recently came face-to-face with her
brother's only grandchild. |

Sandy Morris’ g‘randdaughtet, ]
Linda Morris, of-Montgomery, Ala-
bama, never knew‘hu_grandfather.
Sandy, or “Sanford” as her father
had always referred to his dad, had
died of a heart attack in 1969, before
Linda was even born. Several years
ago, Lindadecided to delveinto
alogy in part to find SBarah
Morris (Ellen’s given name), her |
grandfather’s only sibling., Sandy |

Morris was so private that he never |

told his own son of his life at the
orphanage, nor did he ever mention
the fact that he had a sister.

Linda posted a guery on an
Internet message board, where it
went unnoticed for years.

In 2002, Ellenswas living in St.
George when she met Lorell “Lee”

Basin native. They mar-
rled n.nd wioved to Bluebell.

Not too long after their marriage
Lee's son, Jay, was perusing the
Internet when quite by accident he
ran across Linda’s query seeking
Sarah Ellen Morris.

Jay e-mailed, “she just married
my dad ... she's going to be so ex-
cited!"

For two years now, Ellen, her
great-niece Linda and her nephew
Lee Morris (Sandy’s son and Linda's
father) have been putting the miss-
ing pieces of their lives together
through telephone calis, e-mails, let-
ters and pictures. It was made even
more poignant because Lee was es-
tranged from his father at the time of
his death. Sandy had divorced Lee's
ll?:therin 19856 and Lee had no sib-

1g8.

Two weeks ago Linda and her
mother, Sharon Morris, made the
trip from Montgomery, Alabama to
Utah, to meet the only living relative
they know of on their:father’s side.
Lee Morris was unable to make the
trip dueto his work schedule, but his
wifeand daughter brought his “Aunt
Ellen” his love.

“It's kind of like having those pic-
tummmsbolifeforme, said Linda

ding a few daye with the
Ellen er eyes are like his.”
“His (Lee's) father never talked

knew

about his family. Lee didnt even
know his dad wasan orphan. He only
knew he had run away from home
when he was 14 or 15-years old, so
sﬂalii;. was a total surprise,” Sharon

Their aunt's fair,for lettar-writ-
ing has pravided the Morris family of
Algbama with a great deal of infor-
bianksfo oo Many of et spies

r of

them ol ;;Hgniting

eager for the next
installment. The latters dstailed the
exciting and often sad lives of Sandy
and Ellen assiblings, as wellas Ellean’s
‘adventures as she made her way on
her own at the young age of 11. Her
life's work included beco g fash-
ion model, a stunt woman in ]
mavies in the mid-1950s, and a res-
taurant owner.

“Her letters by husband
er orsbolped elped my

father mnich hetier.
He (Bandy) was a private man and
had areal tough time growingup and
be really didn’t know how to be &
father. It wasn’t that he didn't love
his son, he just didn’t know how to
show it because he never had a fa-
ther,” said Sharon,

One story Ellen shared told of
being adopied. Their new -parenis
likedEllunbutnotSandy,avidenced
by the way they treated him, Ellen

ed. She can still recall how
they administered daily beatings to
the youpg boy and would lock him in
the closet for days at a time with no
food ar water.

One day Elien said she heard her
brother and cams to thacloset,
listening y.as he told her how
to dial the operator. They wera res-
| cued, and returned to the orphunage,
Blcluu they feared being adopted
and posaibly abused again they de-
cided ta run away and pledged to
| mesteachother af an appointed time.
Whntwastohavabeenthedayt}wy
began their new life together, be-

N8- | came in reality the day they started

their new lives separated forever. |

FOUND: FAMILY —Nut too many years ago the members of the Morris
family didn’t realize that eacR other existed. A chance glance at an Internet
message board united Bluebell resident Ellen Roberts {seated at right) with
her great-niece Linda Morris, (standing at left) and her nephew Lee
Morris. The Morris’ live in Montgomery, Alabama. Pictured next to Ellen
on the couch is her husband Lorell Roberts, Pictured with Linda is her
mother Sharon who is married to Ellen’s nephew, Lee, who'was unable to
make the trip to Utah.

SPECIAL KEEPSAKE This
gold Star of David is the only re-
membrance that Elien Roberts has
from her mother who died when
she was just 2-years old. A friend
of her mother’s gave it to her years
afier Ellen ran away from the or-
phanage where her father had
placed his daughter and son.
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Mark I'I_o_i_lsen_l-:urm: proudly presents #

Northeastern
{tah’s

ONLY

Corn Maze!

September 17, 2004

Thursday & Fridays: 5-9 PM

Saturdays: Noon-10 PM
Tuesday & Wednesdays: By reservation
Large Groups Welcome

*Wagon ride to pumpkin patch. Pick your
own purnpkin. 0
*Try our new Roller Slide!

UEA Weekend Open Noon to 9 pm Thursday & Friday
ENTRY FEE REQUIRED
www.cornfieldmaze.com

Located 3/4 mile North of the Bluebell Store.
For more information call :435-454-3732
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Powell Family Had 14 Children
Hardworking settlers

overcame adversity

(Editor's Note: From now until
Saturday July 1 — when Bluebell
celebratesit's 100#*birthday— The
Uintah Basin Standard is high-
lighting histories from early Blue-
bell families and important com-
munity events.)

James William Powell a dedi-
cated father, husband, farmer, ro-
deo man and neighbor was born in
Vernal on Sept. 8, 1888. At the age
of 21, still unmarried, he moved to
Bluebell with the Gales and
Goodrichs and claimed 80 acres of
land where he built 2 one-room
home.

Jameshegan building fencesand
g o et
g ve: contin g
untll he h;ﬁ]comlu En ice house,
pig pens, a chicken co0p, a cow
barn, loafing sheds, a feeding shed,
and a milking barn with stalls.

Shortly after establishing his
homestead he met Vivian Ewell at
a local dance. Originally from
Provo, Vivian had recently settled
in Mt. Emmons with her parents.

He set out to charm Vivian, and
married her in 1917. The couple
lived in his one-room home until he
built a larger two-bedroom home
to which he later added two more
rooms, a lean to, and a wash house.
The old home became & granary.

James worked hauling freight
and would be gone for days trans-
porting goods. He traveled to Price
and Salt Lake where he would pick

up cargo and haul it back to Blue- |
grain for themselves and others

beli. After a few years James gave

up freighting because it became

hard for him to leave his family. By

this time he had acquired more

fed and stock and several chil-
n.

" He was a hard worker but also

liked to have fun, every Fourth of
Julyhewould getupat4a.m.toset
off dynamite in a hole by the school
—theblast signaled the start of the
patriotic celebration.

For years James was in charge
of the July 4th and July 24* rodeos
in Bluebell. He supplied the ani-
mals and when he didn't have a
bucking horse he would find one.
He was also theauctioneer for many
socials and the “high stepper” at
the dances.

Vivian, a devoted mother, was
sick most of her life due to asthma
and abad heart. Shesaved thelives
of her 14 bahies by driving miles in
a buggy twice a day for months to
acquire breast milk from friends.

She wasself-educated and served
as & teacher in Sunday School. She
was algo the LDS stake bee keeper
for years.

In 1924 James almost lost his

| life to typhoid fever and had to be
| quarantined. He eventually re-

gained his health.

In spite of all their challenges
James and Vivian provided very
well for their large family.

“A pood garden and orchard
were very important to my father.
We aiways had all kinds of cur-
rants, plums, apples, gooseberries,
peaches, apricots, pears, rhubarb,
berries, concord grapes and aspara-
gus growing in our orchard,’ wrote
Ruth Powell Christensen in
Bluebell’s firat history bool.

In the fall the family thrashed

and hired neighbors to help with
the cooking and thrashing. The
grain was taken to the waterfall
powered millbetween Mt. Emmons
and'Boneta.

“We would get our winter flour
and germade mush, The inside of
the germ of the wheat, and the

bran was for the pigs. Bran was
very cheap feed, now it's packed in

! small packages and sold in health
food stores,” wrote Ruth.

Inthespnngtheyshearedsheep
and neighbors would bring their
sheep to the Powell's long shed to
sheer their sheep toq:

Vivian was diagnosed with can-
cer and passed away in Janu-
ary,1961. Jim died of a heart attacl
“on his farm with a shovel in his
hand” ahout one year later.
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BEING REMEMBERED — James and Vivain Ewell Powell gave every-
thing they had and more to care for their family, friends and neighbors. The
couple raised 14 children and contributed an immense amount of time and
effort to establish Bluebell,
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The children of Howard and Fontella Jenkins are pleased to
announce their 60th wedding anniversary and 80th birthdays.
A celebration will be held in their honor on Sat., May 22, from
3-5 p.m. at the Bluebell Park. All friends and family are invited.
A light luncheon will be served. No gifts please. 4
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THE FOLLOWING spring
brought several more famil-
les to the areg. Among them
were the following: Leslje
Goodrich and wife, Rhoda
.| Goodrich, Heber Powell and
wife, James Cook and wife,
‘Leonadis__Lisonbes, Robert _
Alexander, John Ferrell,
Harry C. Wathen and Hoy
Themning.

S :3 !'led These pioneers of Bluebell
e T p W were  impressed with the

“--..--»M e deur ot “the ‘blooming 5 =
in 00 hluebells waving their heads .
B :among the sagebrush, cedars
P in «du. 2nd grass during the months

T ool | of May and June This im-
Bi cepn | Pression was 3o vivid that
51 he“._lwher: they named the place,
t of Heber Powell suggested that T
LI % it should be named Bluebelt,
C, and all agreed. "

‘b;':::: These first settlers, like

nza | 211 Ploneers, had many diffi-
culties to surmount, There

3| LILA GARDNER GALE

A

its| ... Bluebell pioneer, A
_» . Bl H W
™~

0

w
: me | Was the clearing af the land,
plowing and preparing it for
'; crops, But no deubt the most
difficult of all was Eetting
¢ 'B jthe water from the Lake
r Fork rlver to irrigate  the
a
L4
a
!
1
I
[
€
i
1
[
t
1
1

| Eila G. Gale

ett,

| Te€lls History Of
nd| Basin Pioneers

wee! Mrs Alice Delilah Gardner
Gale who celebrated her goth

birthday May 5 in a Verna) Q\)

crops. This required a great
BBt artort and took a long time to
dig the ditch It was full two
[¥E

fore any irrigation
0Nl water reached Bluebell, The
&%) historical facts of this story
are told by John K Thern-
tay | ing, one time secrelary of the
est|Former's  Irrigation Com.
nie|Pany, in the foliowing words:

rest home tells a very inter-
esting story of the ploneers
including she and her hus-
‘band, who settled the town

est .
- 1 FOUR OR rIYE miles
of Bluebe! west of Altonah, Dry Gulch
Mrs Gale was born May 5, STe NG 11 is taken out of Lake
i 1872 in Salem, Utah, a daugh. ent

ize Fork river This ditch s diw

ter of Ira W and Allce Snow Ided Into classes, and Cilazs B
v |

‘“‘!Gnrdncr. She married Elmer
Geie, November 24, 1882 in
the Manti LDS Temple and
'a year later maved to Jensen

\When the Federal Govern.
ment opened the Ulntah In

To-one

©
:':f half miles northwest of Blue
.t bell coming ‘down o onehalf
are | Mle stralght west- of Blue- —~,
e bell, then conttruing ope

) !|mile farther south,
dien Reservation to white al- "
seftlers there was a wild rush . ter Class B was just o plow
into this section. Homestead. O- « furrow In 1908, when water
ers come from different parts t tirst came through it, and
of the country to tind homes U\ Cn wales :u.;'lmm;ud
5 e, en
THE FIRST filings that v\l E ';: the dltch for culinary pur
were ifade the land that hd poses, The Plow-furrow ditch 1
comprises Bludhell and the s - hldbeenmldeunderthedlp 1
viclnlty were made by (he DQ & l“u; ection of Hebér Powell amidt- !
following Individuals: Elmer I in|d by Henry Alired, i . 1
Gale. Leslic Goodrich, Rhoda 4 n 1
Goodrich.  Heber  Powe), DA Contosed-sn Py}
George Spencer and Henry C .
Wathen.  All of the above ;:
icamc from Ulntah County u [ N
|wllh exception of Geo. Pow
el who was from Price and 5
Harry C Wathen, from Haolla A
day ‘
AR} The first ¢
i permanent  ser

tleea to come o whal 18 now
valled Dluyebetr, were Elmer
Gale, wife Deln, and 1lwo-
5 yearold s, Jesse.  They
b muved from Jensen, Ulntah
81 County, 1 u covered wagon
drawn by o span of horses and
larrived in Bluebell, March 4, o
1007
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' "-Lila G. Gale
Bluebell History imagine hougl

him “io" keep Still" until” his]|
Daddy came. Mr, Gale ¢afne
soon afterward. One cannot

[~ Like school—the—Tirst-Sun+|
day School was held in Gale's
granary for & few months,
then it was held in W. P.

making a bed we slept t
The storm lasted all ni
" “Our little -~ boy %

hear his coming,

(Con.ﬁn!ud from Page 4)

“In 1910, the Farmer's
ITrrigation Company was
organized to water what was
known, as Alexander and near
by, Alexander was located

present towns of | feen.

8
Altonah and Bluebell,

“THAT WATER...that ig]

used in Bluebell is obtained
irom the Yellowstone river,
a branch of the Lake Fork

‘river. They also obtain some

from the Payne Canal of
Dry Gulch and the Class B
Canal in Dry Gulch.

“In. 1845, the Farmer's
Irrigation Company was con-

" solidated with the Dry Gulchrgetting dinner, two Indians

Irrigation Company, taking

over the name of the latter.”

Like other settlements in
America, Bluebell has its In-

dian stories but here at this |

later date these stories all

! endimess
of the Indians rather than to
show that they were enem-
les. Mrs. Lila Gale tells the
following stories:

**“The Indians were our
friends. Mr. Gale would be
traveling around hunting his
horses. When he would come
to a lttle or Jow place in the
brush, there he could see an
Indian hiding. He found out
that they were walching to
see If he would steal or kill
their cattle. They watched
and walched, until they were
satisfied that he would not
take any of their cattle Then
they said, *“White man no
take catile' .

“"ONE TIME I became very
frightened. My husband had
gone up in the canyon and
he did not get home until

after dark. There was not 8,

soul for miles around, so
there was not anyone to cal]
1 heard a loud coarse voice,
it seemed more than one |
thought it must be drunken

Indians, so I locked the door |

and did not make a fire We
had a large stove, 1 togk my
little boy and crawled behind

. it and wrapped him up, as it

was cold weather I did nol
make any light

My little boy said, “scarl,
Mamme?™"*

*I told him, No, T did not
want to scare him or make
him cry. He knew there was

“It was a mountain lion
that I had heard. It sounded
s0 loud that I thought there
were many voices. My hus-
band heard it and saw its
tracks. They were the larg-
est lion tracks he had ever,)

At another {ime, three In-
dians came when my husband
was after wood, I felt afraid.

THEY SAID. “No be
{raid, your man heap good.
No hurt you." . .. ]

“My little boy said, Mam-
me, why don't those men
wash their faces clean?”

One day when Fred Good-
rich and -Jim Powell were

rode up to their camp. They
were building houses on their
homestead. The Indians want.
ed to know why they were
building houses on their
land. One of the men I.olg_l
them that—the land beloige

to them now. They talked to
the Indians about the land
for a while and gave them

ready for iuse in the fall of
1810. In 1939 a new Eha‘pel
was begun but just a
time before it would have
been completed, it burned
down. The people did not
give up, however, and start-
 ed_building .all over again at!
once. This lovely new build-
ing was completed in the
spring. of 1841.

W. P. Merrell was the first
Bishop in 1812, and he re-
Thainedin- “Thal  office” for
about twelve years. Bishop
Leslie B, ich was then
ordained Bishop of the
Bluebell Ward. In 1939 Bish.
op Bernard Winkler was
chosen as Bishop, and in
1848, he was replaced by the
present  Bishop. Gardner
Goodrich .

The first store and Post
Oftfice was in one small room
of— Mr- Hancook's

Lavison
2BV HFOH

short

Merrell's home until the| “Mamme, will - Santa -
AT l ]I ” : HQ"SE !![as hE:e in :he Stom' mi

know where we are?’
“We told him, -‘“yes he
come”. So his stocking
hung on the cedar tree
covered with snow. 1In
morning he woke’ ll.lp
there in the snow on
Wag -a
and .candy and nice toys
was surely surprised, »
“THE SNOW WAS
feet deep that winter, W
gan {o think that we w
in an ug
would be very hard to
out with a team and wa
There was no hay to be
We hauled straw from Rs
velt to feed our team
two cows. "The rabbils sa
the snow and ate our vt
fruit trees clear down to
ground. Anyone would t|

home. Mr, Hancock became
Post Master in about 1810,
serving the people until about

some dinner. When the Indi-
ans left, they said, “good-bye, !
you my friend.” !

The first school at Blue-'
bell was held for about two
months in the fall of 1809 in
what was known as Elmer!
Gale's granary, which has|
since been moved abou!l one-
forth mile west of where it
originally stood, and remod-
eled fur 8 home for Jesse!
Gale and family. The re
maining school term of 1909-|
18910 was finished in a dirt,
roof log cabin, which is now

known as Gardner Good |
rich’'s granary
At that time the  school

was known as Bluebell Pub-.
lic Schoeol, District No 10,
Wasatlch County, Utah Eftie
Powell was the first school|
leacher and taught 28 stu-
dents from beginners Lo sixth |

Lgrude The District School
Board consisted of three'
members Henry Allred,

David Thompson and Milton
Alexander.

BY THE FALL of 1910 the
maln room of the Ward Meet-
ing House was completed,
and school from then on, un-
ti! about December, 1927 was
beld In the Ward House. At
the latter date, school was

held in the present Bluebell
School House

‘ready to go. He worked there

| We slarted to go to Roosevelt.

1915, when Mary S. Merrel)
was appointed Post Mistress.
She remained as such until
Marth 1923, when John K.
Thirmming was given the posi-
tion which he held until he
moved in 1848. Hazel Good-
rich wss then appointed Post
Mistress

THE FIRST MAIL came
tri-weekly and was carried by
horseback from Rooscvelt by
David Thompson For many
years the mail has been
brought daily except Sunday
from Myton by truck.

The social life of the few
seltlers. who wirftered In
Biuebell during those first
vears was very limited. Mrs.
Lila Gale writes an interest-
ing account of how they spent
Christmas in 1008 Here it is
in her own words

“My husband sald. let's go
to the saw mill a while and 1
will work there.” So we got

till the day of Christmas eve

When we reached the gulch,
an awful storm of snow came
up, The horses just sat back
and would not face the storm
at all, 50 we camped in the]
cedars My husband raised
the wagon tongue and prop-
ped it up with the neck yoke,
took a canvas and put it over

“My kind old mou:er..,
aenda

something unusual I told

«

g ik ¥it, 1
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. Toedd K. Hartle

the-tongue-like—a—tent—and—the trees would
making a bed we slept there.
The storm lasted all night
“Qur litile
“Mamme, will

have died.
butl they camt out agaip and
| thore are still lovely apples
_boy _ said, ©n them each fall”

Sﬁma come Uniil the Ward House was

know where we are?” ~'in suth places as Mr Gale's
“We told him, “yes he will granary and Gardner Good.

come”. So his stocking was richs granary
hung en the cedar tree and|

| Ever since Mr Gale plant-
covered with snow. ;In lh!.'!ed putaty peelings in the spr-
morning he woke up and ling of 1907 and they grew

there in the snow on tree! and made lovely potatoes
wag a stocking full- of nuls|without anv water except
and candy and nice toys. He!rain it has been known that
was surely surprised. Blurbell was a good farming
"THE SNOW WAS four|disrict ;
feet deep that winter, We be- Fir a while, Bluebell was
gan to think that we would  hampered in an agricultural
‘be-srowed in and thought it! wav. duc to the shortage of
would be very hard to gel! waler Before that time, how.
out with a team and wagon rever thas section was one of
There was no hay to be had ' the heaviest producers of
We hauled straw from Roose-; gruin. hay, and livestock in
vell to feed our team and the “Basin‘~ Now. since the
two cows The rabbils sat on ' Muwn Lake Reservolr has
the snow and ate our young | bee: rumpleted. the fatmers
fruit trees clear down to the | crops do not suffer so much
ground. Anyone would think because of lack of water In

:5t-
mit
is

go
{ot

re
/e

Timsted—the propte danced

| —Pictures —of —_oneyenrotd|;
are taken ~—Iree of

babics
charge by Thorne Studio and
publishqd by The Vernal Ex-

Governor Gets
Dam Picture

Guv. George D _Clyaﬁo‘n_-

chr wtarge
tinted. framed pholograph of

most vears there is enough|
water and consequentls crops
are better

THE GALES have one son.;
Jesse, seven
and 16 great-grandchildren. |
Mr Gale died April 11, 1938 !
The past 10 yvears Mrs Gale
has spent her ume at a
sisters home in Bluebell and .
at her granddaughters and
husband. Phyllis and Dannv
Turner in Vernal ’

grandchildrent

Flaming Gorge Dam as it ap-
peared last December.
The piclure _was pr
by Frank M. Clinton, regional
director, US Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and C. S. Rippon,

Save! 27" x 48”
Cotton Pile

at.

Chnttoe Ranaa

Spgéia] Buy!
New Deep-Tories
Fluffy Cottowr Cl

Your favorite style in basl
ur shocking pink, red, broy
lime, Dutch blue, sunflower!
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Local residents honored to serve as Grand Marshall

SUBMITTED BY
Tamra KaPPEN

Howard and Fontella
Jenkins, lifetime residents
of the Upper Country,
are honored to have been
chosen to represent their
community as the Grand
Marshalls of the Longhorn
Days celebration parade.

Both are descendants of
early settlers of Bluebell
and Mt. Emmons. How-
ard Jenkins was born in
Bluebell, Utah, on the old
Jim Cook place on April 25,
1930.

He was the son of Sam-
uel and Sephronia Con-
nell Jenkins. He had four
brothers and four sisters.
Howard was expected to
help on the ranch that was
homesteaded by his par-
ents in an area southeast of
Bluebell cailed the gulch. It
is now known as Jenkins’
Draw,

He grew up working
averyday with his family.
He herded cows and sheep,
milked cows and helped
put in crops at an early
age. Howard attended six
years of school in Bluebell
und sixyears of school in
Altamont. He graduated
from Altamont High with
the class of 1948,

Fontella is the daughter
of Earl and Loretta Rog-
ers Murray. She was born
in Mt. Emmons on June
29, 1930. Fontella had two
sisters and three broth-
ers. She went to school for
three years in Mt, Em-
mons. She then attended
three years of school in
Bluebel! and six years in
Altamont. Fontella's talent
as a fast runner earned her
the school time nick-name
of “race-horse Murray.”

Howard and Fontella
were married on March
17, 1950. They lived in the
gulch for part of the year
and moved to the Jim Cook
place during the summer.
Hard work has always been
a large part of their lives.

The two of them milked
a herd of up to 30 cows by
hand night and morning.
The rest of the their days
were filled with irrigat-
ing, keeping a home and
garden, and caring for their
animals.

Opportunities to earn
needed money took them
to Sait Lake City and Lit-
tlerock, Calif., for a short
time. Howard worked at
the brick yards in Salt
Lake and learned to build
homes in California.

Howard and Fontella’s

father, Earl Murray, tore
down the old Bluebell
School and the old Hack
Ralph home. Using these
materials and the experi-
ence of both men, they
were able to build a new
home for each family.

Howard and his brother
Glen formed a partnership
and purchased the ranch
from their mother after
their father passed away.

They raised milk cows,
hay and red potatoes. How-
ard and Fontella worked
at several other jobs in
addition to their farm work
over the years. Howard
hauled milk for the local
creamery, and worked as
a carpenter in Roosevelt
where he helped build
homes and the State Road
shed.

Later he worked for
a couple of years on the
oil drilling rigs. Fontella
worked at the Frontier
Grill, Huish Drug Store
and Nelson Ricks Cream-
ery. Together they were
employed for two years
as custodians for the LDS
Church. Later, Howard and
Glen divided their property
and Howard and his son
Gary became partners.
They named their ranch
the Double J Ranch. Sever-
al properties were added to
the ranch over time. They
and their families mitked
cows for 11 years before
converting to a cow - calf
operation.

Fontella was a perfec-
tionist at sewing clothing,
quilt tops and appliquéd
pillow cases. She also en-
joyed making cedar clocks.
She has been known in
her community as a hard
worker, a great homemaker
and cook. In years past, you
could have stopped by any
day at noon and enjoyed a
delicious meat and potato
meal with homemade rolls
and a fancy dessert. She is
especially remembered for
her pies, cookies and hum-
mingbird cake.

Her tidy home was
always surrounded hy a
well-kept yard and orchard
and her pantry was full of
home canned foods. Fon-
tella has been an active
member of her church.

She served for years as the
Bluebeli Ward Primary
President and later as the
Relief Society President in .
the Altamont Second Ward.
She has always been a dedi-
cated visiting teacher with
a heart centered on service.
Her lucky grandchildren
remember her loving care
as she read them books,

Howard and Fontella Jenkins, lifetime residents of the Upper
Country, are honored to have been chosen o represent their
community as the Grand Marshalls of the Longhomn Days
celebration parade.

Howard and Fontella Jenkins are pictured in their younger days.

told stories and taught
them life lessons.

Howard, too, has lived
a life of service, He served
in the old Bluebell Ward in
the Mutual Organization
and several other callings.
He is well known for the
many years of quiet, self-

less service as he cared for

the Bluebell Community
Park and Cemetery.

Many of his grand-
childran remember him
teaching them to say the
alphabet backwards while
they milked cows as a
family. Howard has always
enjoyed a friendly visit, a
good laugh, a new foal and
a weed free garden. He
remembers all the old tim-
ers of the area and has a

ready handshake and wave
for all he meets. For years
he has raised beautiful
gardens, This year’s rows
of potatoes and corn are no
exception. Double J Ranch
has been home to some
tremendous horses over
the years. The horses were
used for riding and work,
but aleo for chariot and
flat saddle racing. How-
ard’s other pastimes have
included ecamping, fishing
and traveling,

Howard and Fontella are

parents to three children-

Gary (Paula) Jenkins,
Bruce (Tony) Jenkins,
Sherrie (Ron) Giles all
of Bluebell. They have
14 grandchildren and 27
great-grandchildren,
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MAIZE takes tW|sts turns lik

By ViAnn Prestwich

Rather than get lost in this
year's election rhetoric, get lost
in an eight-foot tall corn maze
that features a Republican el-
ephant and a Democrat donkey.

The Biuebell Corn MAiZE
which opened Saturday aridruns
until Oct. 31 features twists and
turns through the “Vote 2008"
theme.

“Every year wa try to find
something that goes with the
Basin or. events that have hap-
pened,” Alex Monsen said about
the theme. “This year, with the
election, we wanted to
people to go out and vote.”

Alex is the son of Mark and
Lori Monsen who own and oper-
ate the MAIiZE,

“T've helped my dad since
I was a senijor in high schooi,”
Alexsaid. “He'sthe hard worken.
I'm juet the guy that follows him
around.”

Alex worka at UBTA-UBET
Communications, but spends
considerable time building props
that will be used to “haunt” the

MAIZE. On Oct. 16, one of the
two paths through the MAIZE
will become haunted providing
those who are lacking for a scare
a place to explore,

“We're trying to make it
scary,” Alex said. “We like
families to be able to come 30 we
stay away from bloody and gory
things, but we want tg maka it
frightening.”

Every year Alex tries to think
of new and better ways to haunt
the corn paths. He wouldn’t give
any hints as to what might ba
expected except to say that if
someone has claustrophobia,
they might want toreconsider go-
ing through during the haunt.

Growing up, Halloween was
Alex's favorite holiday. He often
dreamed of trick or treating door
to door in a neighborhood. He
expiained that he'd never had
that opportunity.

“We had to go in a car,” Alex
said, “And now parents are wor-
ried about their kids going and
BO theyﬂall go to trunk or treat

Thésemnd:ummm
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and vote.

fan, explained that he just
wantis kids to have a place to
celebrate.

On Halloween, the maze will
hold a family party where carved
pumpkins as well as costumes
will be judged.

‘This year will feature an even

REGIONAL ROO™.
FIL

Iarger playground for the kids.
Theraiastillapumpkhl’auncber,
cow train, hayride, aid corn bax.
Smaller children may enjoy the

large hay hale maze or a trac-
tor ride to the pumpkin patch’

to select their own pumpkin. A
slide constructed from PVC pipe

o

%

The Monsen.f;mlly decided cn an election theme for thls year’s Blu
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2often - The Monsen family decided on an election thems for this year's Blubell Corn MAIZE in an effort to encourage people to get out
;ﬁ.do}clxr and vote. # i
()
or had fan, explained that he just larger playground for the kids. has been as popular as the goat  Alex said. “We're giving more
wants kids to have a place to Thereisstillapumpkinlauncher, walk. choices.”
" Alex celebrate, cow train, hayride, and corn box. The MAIZE is opened on The A-MAiZing Race will be
‘8 Wor- On Halloween, the maze will Smaller children may enjoy the Thursdays and Fridays from held on Oct. 11. Every year this
igand holdafamily party wherecarved large hay bale maze or a trac- 5-2 pm. and Saturdays from obatacle courseprovides physical
t treat pumpkins as well as costumes tor ride to the patch’ poon to 10 p.m. Reservations for enges as well as “yucky”
will be judged. to select their own pumpkin. A Eroups are also available R
VAIZE Thisyear will featureaneven slide constructed from PVC pipe . on Tues and Wednesdays, One year contestants had to
- i Thard g noscheolon Oct. 16and  milk a goatand drink it. Another
= 17 so the MAIZF. will be open at'  yearthey dugthrough a pumpkin
1 p.m. o' those days. to find clues. This year no one
Because the spring weather will reveal what test will face the
wascolderthisyear thannormal, contenders.
th]:n Monsens were not able to “We've come up with some-
plant as early as they normaily thing new that willbea surprise,”
do. They were concerned that Alex promised.
the corn wouldn’t have time to To sign up for the race inter-
mature, but according to Alex ested parties need to call KXRQ
the stocks are tall and are high- and enter the drawing.
quality. For more information about
“Theyaregreenand healthy,” MAIZE times and prices con-

5 hesaid. “Whenever the frost hits,

Y the corn starts to get brittle, but
right now it’s looking good.”

1e One of the favorite food items

T sold at the MAIiZE is kettle corn,
but the Monsens have discovered

that familiesenjoy more than just

acks

snacks.
“We'll have hot wings, chili
dogs, and things like nachos,”

tact Mark Monsen at 454-3732
or go to www.cornfiledmaze,
com. Specific questions can be
e-mailed to mfarm@ubtanet.
com.

The Biusbell Corn MAIZE is
located at 5000 N. 11948 West,
about %-mile north of the Blue-
belldStore on the west side of
road.
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1915. Irene was among the first group of pioneers 1o settle in Bluebell.

I .og Homes and Dirt Roofs
Memories of Irene Merrell Gale

Editor’ 8 Note: From now until
Saturday July 1— when Bluebell
celebratesits 100" birthday — The
Uintah Basin Standard is high-
lighting histories from early Blue-
bell families and important com-
munity events .

When Irene Merrell Gale was
10, her family moved from herhome
in Naples to an unnamed place on
an Indian regervation. At the time
she had no idea that her heart
would find a new place to call home
for the reat of her life.

Her father, William Porter
Merrell, bought 40 acres of land to
homestead and built a one room
home. On April 7, 1908 he loaded
his wife,'Mary 8. Lybbert Merreil,
and their five children into a cov-
ered wagon and began the two day
Jjourney to what is now Bluebell,

. “Father had gone to the land
and got logs out of the forest to
make a large one room house,”
Irene wrote in 1982 for a story she
submitted to a history book com-
piled into “Bluebell, Utah 1905 -
1983.” The little home had two
windows and two doors, which
weren’t installed yet, and a dirt
roof,

It was dark when the family
arrived but after lighting a lantern
so they could see to make their
bedson thefloor, both parents hung
quilts on the doors and on the win-
dows to keep the children warm.

“Ihelieve, even that night, Blue-
bell felt like home and it still does

when [ go back. Even now,” wrote
Irene.

Inthe beginning, wagons hauled
in barrels of water from Dry Gulch
Creek: Later the men made a canal
o they could water their crops.

Irene participated in many ex-
citing events that took place dur-
ing the establishment of the Blue-
bell community. Her father let her
put the first rock in the foundation
when the early settlers built the
LDS church. Previously, Sunday
meetings had been held at their
home.

She attended the celebration
held upon the completion of the
Myton bridge. She loved to dance
and would travel by wagon with

' her family all year round to com-

munity dances held in Altonah,
Upalco, and Boneta, T'o keep warm
while traveling they put heated
stones under the hay in the back of
the wagon.

“None of us had ever seen a car
when I was little. We never saw
electric lights until after I was
married and had children, I never
saw a train until I went to Selt
Lake to be married,” wrote Irene.

On April 2, 1915 Irene married
Luther Gale in the Salt Lake|
Temple. She gave birth to 12 chil- :
dren, three passed away. Luther|
passed away in 1969 after the two
had been married for 562 years. In
1982 at age 85, Irene had 62 grand-
children and 116 great-grandchil-
dren,

B |




IVlerrell's home was an early
‘gathering place’ in Bluebell

William Porter and Mary S.
Lybbert Merrell had one of the nic-
est homes in Bluebell, thanks to
Mary who had learned many home-
makingarts from her mother. While
most of their neighbars had dirt
floors and roofs, the Merrellshad a
carpeted sawed lumber floor be-
cause Maryevenknew how toweave
carpet. :

Will, referred to as a “delicate
child” wasborn in Cache Countyin
1869. At 10-years-old he moved to
White River with his father and
brothers where they spent a very
hard winter,

His family later moved to Dry
Fork and were the first people to
cross what isnow called “the twists”
just west of Vernal, They traveled
in a covered wagon led by an ox
team

Will became the “man of the
house” at 16 when his father passed
away due to complications from a
back injury obtained while build-
ing the Naples first school/church
house. Will had a keen interest in
people and the ability to do almost
anything he wanted.

Mary S. Lybbert was born in
Juab Countyon Sept. 25, 1877. Her

e

EARLY SETTLERS — William Porter and Mary S. Lybbert Merreli
moved to Bluebell in 1908 where they established a homestead. The
Merrelis played an active role in the early church and community.

parents immigrated to Utah from
Norway and crossed the plains with
the early pioneers. When Mary was
about 6-years-old she traveled with
her family for three weeks to get to
Vernal, arriving in October 1883.

Will and Mary married in the
Salt Lake Temple in October 1898.
Neither Will nor Mary attended
school for long and they were both
self-taught and very well read. In
April 1908 the couple left Vernal
and homesteaded 40 acres on the
Uintah Valley Reservation which
was opened for settlement in 1905,

“We took all our worldly posses-
sions and most important, our five
youngchildren toan unknown, and
unnamed, and undeveloped area,”
wrote Mary in “Mary 8. and Will
Merrell Memoirs” which was pub-
lished in the “Bluebell History
1906-1983."

Theydidn’t go to Bluebell empty-
handed, they took enough supplies
to set themselves up rather nicely
and eventually had the first lawn
in Bluebell.

Since water was scarce, espe-
cially in the winter, they melted
snow in a tub over a bonfire.

The family assisted in building
the Bluebell church and organiz-
ingthe ward and Will waseppointed
superintendent of the branch.

Mary inherited her family’s or-

gan which she taught herself how
to play. The organ was moved to
the church where she played the
hymns at méetinggs. “It made the
meetings much more spiritual and
enjoyable,” wrote Mary.

They later bought a pianowhich
has remained in Bluebell at their
daughter’s home. Since their home
was in a centrai location and they
had one of the firgt telephones in
town, the Merrell's home became a
gathering place for those seeking
assistance,

“It was often that folks came to
our home in all times of need,”
wrote Mary. Neighbors and travel-
ers would go to their house during
funerals, marriages, illness, acci-
dents and maternities.

The Merrells ended up moving
back to Vernal. However, some of
their children are still in the area.

*In leaving Bluehell, as so many
of our children needed high school,
we left the source of some of the
most fond memories of our lives.
We left with much sadness but
knew it was necessary,” wrote

Mary.

Will developed cancer and passed
away in January 1930. Mary died
in January 1958 at the home of her
daughter, Lucile Merrell Winkler,
in Bluebell.
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t '--' CODY WILKERSON, UINMBASIHSTANDMD
Mark Monsen, creator of the Blueball Com Maze, ﬁres off his pumpkin cannon during cpening weekend.

More than maize: Corn maze
offers family fall fun in Bluebell

By JoHn PLesTINa tion continues as Mark Monsen “Come get lost with us” re-
Iplestina@uiimecdia.biz has once again created an original  mains an ongoing theme,
; corn maze with about 250,000 The themes change each year.
BLUEBELL—Honoring ears of corn on eight acres, along The cora maze first opened in 2000

Roosevelt in its centennial yearis  with other attractions on his farm,  with a dairy cow theme because
the theme for the 14th annual Blue  located three quarters of a mile the Monsen farm was originally a
Bell Corn Maze, now apen and ~ north of the Bluebell Store, about dairy farm. A patriotic theme was
running through Oct. 26. 15 miles from Roosevelt and about

A Uintah Basin autumn tradi- 45 miles from Vernal. SEE MAE on A7
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Continued from Al

used the following year,
shortly after the 9/11 attacks.
In 2006, Bluebell’s centennial
year, 1906-2006 were carved
into the corn. An clection year
featured a donkey and an el-
ephant. Last year, the theme “I
Love Drilling,” paid homage
to the oil and gas industries in
the Basin.

There's more to interest
people of all ages. There is a
courtyard with a large round
bale maze, a goat walk where
children could pet and feed
goats, slides, a corn bin with
whole corn that children can
play in, and of course, Mon-
sen's cannons.

The Duchesne County
farmer is known for his com-
pressed air cannons that shoot-
com and pumpkins across a
field to a certain destruction
that delights spectators.
 “We have two pumpkin
canons, We are going to shoot
all the time,” Monsen said.

Monsen acquired the
3-inch “pumpkin chuckin
cannon about five years ago
and he built the 8-inch “Big

Bertha” two years ago.

A tractor pulls a wagon
to the pumpkin patch where
people can pick their own
pumpkins.

Then there is & new attrac-
tion this year called “Friendly
Fire,” nurfball wars played in
an enclosed area with paintball
guns and protective equip-
ment. Monsen removed the
barrels from paintball guns and
replaced them with larger bar-.
rels.

“We have field trips dur-
ing the day Tuesdays through
Fridays. We're teaching kids
about farming this year. We'lt
be doing it on pollinators and
what pellinators do for us,”
Monsen said.

“The last three weeks of

. Qctaber, we are going to have

a spooky trail. Kids can hike
the haunted comn maze. It's
separate from the other corn
maze, so if you don’t want to
get haunted you den't have
to,” Monsen said.

Field trips for schools and
church groups are available
with reservations and group
reservations are available afier
the corn maze officially closes
Oct. 26 through Halloween.

The corn maze will open at
11 a.m. Oct. 17-18 for the Utah
Educator’s Association school
holiday.

The “Creep Farm” haunted
maze begins Oct. 10 at dusk
and runs Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays. Group reser-
vations will not be accepted
during the haunt.

The hours are: Thursdays
and Fridays, 5-9 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 11 a.m. To 10 p.m.;
closed Sundays and Mondays;
and Tuesdays with reservations
only,

Admission is $8.50 for
adults, age 11 and over; $6.50
for children ages 4-10; and
free for children 3 and younger
that are accompanied by pay-
ing adulis. The courtyard fee
is $4 pur person if not partici-
pating in the corn maze. The
creep farm is $10,50 for adults
and $8.50 for children.

Additional information
is available by calling 435-
822-MAZE (6293). For group
reservations, call 435-454-
3732 and to schedule school or
church field trips, call 435-
454-3369. Information also is
available at www.bluebelicorn-
maze.com.
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OLINE AND HER CHILDREN
to Bluebell when there was no store,

i
: 8 l!

— Qlide Larsen Themisig Wathenmoved
school or church. She helped establish

the community and was loved by ail who knew her. Back row, left to right:
Rayi{Therning: Mémiel (Matt) Wathen, George Wathen and Florence Wathen
Hancock: Front row, left to right: Violi Withen Bjorkmian (Insert) John Ke

Theraing, Oline and Henry Withen.

OUTCAST PIONEER COMES TO BLUEBELL

Oline Larsen Therning Wathen

(Editor's Note: From now until
Saturday July 1 — when Bluebell
celebratesit’s 100%birthday— The
Uintaeh Basin Standard is high-
lighting histories from early Blue-
bell fumilies and important com-
munily evenis.)

After being disowned by her fam-
ily for joining the Mormon church,
Oline Larsen Therning Wathen
made her way to Zion, Utah, and
eventually arrived in Bluebell be-
fore it was even named.

Born in Hyllerup, Denmark in
October,1859, Oline wastheyoung-
estof six children bornintoahappy

home. As a child she was a very
active in the Lutheran church.

propupe WISTD YAV

gac kv 'oe

Much to the dismay of her family, 7O

she was baptized into Mormon
church in 1892, she was 22.. “The
water was so cold it was necessary
to break the ice to perform the
baptism,” wrote Florence Wathen

Hancock in the history book “Blue- N

bell, Utah 1906-1983.”

After being baptized her scle
desire was to get to Zion. For two
years she worked in the missionary
home in Copenhagen, cooking and
cleaning, to earn encugh money
for the trip.

Upon her departure from Den-
mark her sister Marie expressed
the feelings of her family. “Oh,
Oline, 1 am 50 glad that our mother
is dead and not here to know of the
disgrace you have brought to our
family."”

QOline sailed away on the steam-
ship Arizona and arrived in New
York. From there she took a train
to Utah and arrived in Salt Lake in
June of 1884,

In December of 1884 she mar-
ried John Knud Therning, a tailor.
While living on “K” street, near
Third Avenue, in Salt Lake City,
Oline gave birth to three children:
John Knud in 1886, Helen in 1888
who died at one month, and
Raymond in 1889. Shortly after
Raymond’s birth the small family
moved to Holiday.

&

Her husband passed away after
onlybeingin Holiday a short while.
In 1893 ‘Oline married Henry
Charles Wathen and had five more
children: Henry A.in 1893, Merriel
W. and Viola (twins) in 1896, Flo-
rence in 1898 and George in 1902.

Her husband filed a homestead
and the family left Holiday in Octo-
ber 1909 and headed to Bluebell.
“This place wasreaily adisappoint-
ment. There was only a one-room
shack amid cedarsand sagebrush,”
wrote Florence. “There were no
stores, no echools, no churches”
when they first arrived. Later a
few of the settlers got together and
organized aschool inEffie Powellls
home.

In 1912 the Bluebell ward was
organized and Oline became the
first counselor of relief society. She
served in the position for about 18
years. She also taught the young
children in the church for about 14
years, i

Olinenever wasted anythingand
always gave outgrown clothing to
people who needed it. She made
clothes and shoes for people who
had died and helped prepare the
bodies for burial. She also helped
trim and cover caskets because
there was no mortician in thetown.

“She was very particular about

SEE PIONEER on page §

PIONEER

Continued from page 4

cleanliness. Her clothes were al-
ways neat and clean, with ruffies
ahd lace and a broaech or necklace
at her throat and gloves were very
important to her,” wrote Florence.
! She played an active part in the
birthofher grandchildren and took
most of her daughters and daugh-
ters-in-law to her home to care for
them and their babies for awhile.
In 1915 her son Jokn" Knud
Therning, who had stayed in Holi-
day, came to Bluebell and opened
the first Bluebell store.
When Oline passed away in
1941 she had 26 grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.
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CREDITS DIVINE INTERVENTION AS WELL
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Pioneer firefighter's
home saved by AFD

By Preston McConkie

Thirty-two years after Lewis
Fausett's rented Bluebell house
burned down, the volunteer fire
department he joined in 1976
saved his handsome log home
from sharing the same fate.
But that’s only how the story
ended.

When houses catch firein the
wee dark hours, sleeping people
die. But of the 14 children and
four adults who bedded down
Dec. 29 in Fausett's Bluebelil
home, all were safely outside
before the first flames burst
through the rafters just before
2am.

“For the time of night and
the lack of fire warning devices,
it was surprising no one was
injured,” said Utah Fire Marshal
Kim Passey after inspecting the
two-story, fire-damaged home.

“I'm amazed we didn’t have
tosearch forsomeonetrapped in-
side, or have tobringout abody,”
said Altamont Fire Department
Training Officer Bruce Brown.
“There was definitely divine
intervention.”

With a gaggle of girls sleep-
ingin a room that minutes later
would be filled with smoke and
toxic fumes, intervention came
about 1:45 a.m. as Lewis and his
wife Kay finished their scripture
reading and prayer. Normally
that routine would have occurred
hours earlier, but with Lewis
retired from all work except the
Altamont Fire Department, the
couple was preparing to serve a
mission for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and
their brood had kept them up
visiting late into the night.

With the couple settled into
bed and the lights off, just be-
fore dozing off Kay heard a tiny
electronicchirp. It was the sound
that saved lives,

Unknown to Kay, an over-
heated cable was smoldering in
an outer wall; as heat rose elec-
trical resistance did as well, and
power transmission failed. The
alarm clock’sreservebattery was
apparently low, and theappliance
complained with a programmed
bleep, Withamatriarch’sinsting-

.tive worry, Kay put her hand.on
the bedside's touch-activated
lamp. It didn’t light.

That's when Lewis Fausett
received the traditional demand
from a wife to get up and “see
what's wrong.” He toured the
house from second to first floor
and found nothing wrong., He
wentoutside and all seemed well.
He came back in and smelled
smoke,

In moments Lewis’ platoon
of descendants was clearing the
building while he called 911 on
a cell phone. With dispatchers
alerted, Lewis found his fire
department turnout gear and
dressed for a fight.

Outside, waiting for comrades
and heavy machinery to arrive,

WIS L/ &/ /A o7,
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Lewis Fausett slands near his younger comrades on the
Altamont Fire Departmenl he has served on since il was
formed in 1976. Retired from all other work, Fausett and his
wife Kay were preparing to serve a mission for the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and hosting 16 children and
grandchildren at their home, when an electrical fire started

upstairs Dec. 29.

Lewis and others watched us
heavy smoke rolling from the
east eaves suddenly whooshed
into orange flames.

“It was just like it exploded,”
he said.

A quarter mile away, Brown,
Lewis’s son-in-law and fellow
firefighter, had been asleep for 10
minutes when his pager went.off.
Learning thatthehome he'd just
vigited was on fire, he pulled on
hisown turnout gear and hurried
into the -22 degree cold.

“Because of the rural area 1
keep my gear with me,” Brown
said. “Sometimes I meet the fire
engine on my way to the sta-
tion.”

Counting Lewis, Brown was
the second firefighter on scene,
though he could only try finding
the fire source until equipment
arrived. Just 13 minutes after
dispatchers paged the depart-
ment, the first engine from
Altamont rolled in,

But as Assistant Fire Chief
Kelly Bird took charge and made
the initial assault on the flames,
asecqndengine’s mnﬁnzquqd

wonldn t.dalmﬂt*w?tam!kwblam

i do- more {han ouviduain the fire,

Bird called for help from the
Duchesne Fire Department.

Bird led the first push into
the building full of blinding
smoke. He didn't yet dare usc
fans to clear the smoke for fear
of feeding the flames. Brown,
who had been in the house many
times, was also lost in the smoke
- until his helmet hit a famfliar
chandelier.

" “I'm abigtall guy, and no cne
elsein thefamilyis,” Brown said,
“I'vegiven them abad timeabout
that chandelier. But as soon as 1
hit it, I knew where I was."

The disabled fire truck was
sent to guide in Duchesne fire-
fighters who didn’t know the
area. Bird later said, “We got the
fire under control, but that's all
we could do. It was Duchesno
that put it out.”

Only one room inside the
house burned - the room where
Lewis’s female grandchildren
had beensleeping. Fire also broke
into the attic, and as others fire-
fighiersattacked from inside the
house, Brown climbed a ladder
onto an addition to the house
which had burned away and left
an opening into the attic.

Armed with a high-pressure
hose, Brown found he couldn’t
drench the burning rafters
without standing directly below
them. He shouted, “Watch out,”
and shot the water straight up,
catching a shower that soaked

his clothing and gear.

In the hot attic the soaking
was merely uncomfortable.
Bul backing down the Iadder,
Brown'sgloves and clothesstuck
to the metal. By the time he
jerked and ripped his way Lo the
ground his jacket and trousers
had frozen so he couldn't bend
his legs. A glove he’d pulled off
froze and wouldn't go back on.

It was three hours before
fire tenms were certain every
spark was extinguished. At 5:30
a.m. engines rolled back to the
Altamont station, where Brown
couldn’t get his protective trou-
sers any lower than his hips.
He was forced to get a fellow
firefighter's help to remove his
boots.

At the department’s Jan. 3
after-action review, Brown told
fivefighters that thanks to their
efforts, the log home was largely
saved. Thal was particularly
important because homes in hy-
per-rural Bluebell don’t qualify
for fire insurance. Although the
interior was destroyed by smoke
apd.waten.sbe building had sur-
DL/ ST PR RRTEY

*1I'm proud-ofthis team,” said
Brown, a former Salt Lake City
firclighier. “We employed the
training we've had, and we took
on a fire just as big as what they
get in the big cities,”

Lookingback, Lewisreflected
on his relationship with firesand
fire dt.purj.ments

-.#Bm,k in ‘75, my house
* burned,” Fausett said. “We werc
three hours waiting for Roosevelt
to get oul to us.”

That's when Kay and several
neighborhood women petitioned
the Duchesne County Commis-
gion to form rural fire depart-
ments. The commission listened,
and when nearby Altamont got
its department, middle-aged
Lewisjoined. Now, 32 ycarslater,
Lewis listened when his wife
asked him to check things oul.

Thanks to that and - as they
say - the divine hand, at the end
of their mission the couple will
have a house to come back Lo,
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Sam

uel & Sephr

UINTAH BASIN STANDARD, May 23, 2006 - Page 5

onia Jenkins

leave their mark on Bluebell

(Editor’ 8 Note: From now un-
il Saturday July 1— when Blue-
bell celebrates its 100* birthday —

The Uintah Basin Standard is |

highlighting histories from early
Bluebell families and imporiant
community events .)

Samuel Henry Jenkins was
born in Vernal in 1897 and learned
at a very young age how to work
hard. When he was a boy of 12, his
father left him to spend a summer
alone on Dr. Hearth’s place just
west of Myton. For an entire sum-
mer he cleared sage brush, plowed
the fields and fed and cared for
four horses all by himself.

As a teenager, this ambitious
young man freighted goods with
his father from Vernal to Price in
the days that it took two days to
make the trip. They got so cold in
the winter while traveling they
would walk behind the wagon to
keep from freezing, Samuel wrote
in his history,

At 18 Samuel moved to Rigby,
Idaho where he met the woman he
would soon marry. Sephronia
Connell, born in 1896 in Cedar
City, had moved to Rigby with her
family in 1800. The couple was
married by Sephronia’s brother
Johney who was a bishop, The
newlyweds established a stable
life in Righy and Sephronia gave
birth to her first child, Henry
Levor, in 1917. Sam had a good
job and they lived in & nice house.
They were quite well offand happy.

Shortly after the birth of their
son, Samuel's father sent a letter
saying that he was needed at home.
So the couple packed up their
belongings and with an infant
son made the 12-day journey to
Utah. At the time they didn't
realize that years of hardship lay
before them until they would be
content again.

They set up a home in Rain-
bow, Utah and Samuel worked in
the mines to support hia family.
At first it was hard for Sephronia
to move to such a rural place

because she had lived in cities.

most her life.

In 1918 a second son, Herbert
C., was born in Glines, Utah.
Unfortunately he only lived three
days. Sam sold one of his teams of
horses. to pay for burial costs.
Two daughters soon joined the
family. /Ruby Viclet was born in
1920 ‘and’ Marie came along in
1922, :

Not leng after Marie was born

‘H‘--'_""‘—-—-__.._‘_‘_ |
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JENKINS FAMILY —

The Samuel and Sephronia Jenkins

family returned to the Bluebell area in 1927, this time to stay.
The family started in Idaho and lived in different small towns
throughout Utah before settling in Bluebell. Pictured left to

right, back row:

; Henry? Howard, Joseph,*Glenn:and

Hazel,
Mari&. Front. row, left to right: Blaine, Samuel; Sephronia;and

Samuel was needed by his family
again, His brother Robert asked
if he could borrow some money
for a down payment on a farm in
Bluebell. Samuel lent the. money
to him but then after the payment
had been made, Robert decided he
didn’t want the farm. Sam and
Sephronia had to do something so
they wouldn’t lose their money.

They moved to Bluebell in 1923
to take care of the farm and Jo-
seph Emanuel was born in 15924,
Two years after moving to Blue-
bell the family moved to Vernal so
Samuel could work for the
Hackings herding sheep. Then
they moved back to Bluebell in
1927, this time to stay.

For a long while Samuel pro-
vided for his family by working in
mines outside of the area. Four
more children joined the family.
Glenn Samuel was born 1928,
Howard Owen in 1930, Hazel
Evelyn in 1936 and Katie Elaine
1939.

Taking care of a family of eight
children while her husband
worked out of town wasn’t easy
for Sephronia who bottled about
1,000 jars of food a year. She also
worked in the fields and milked
cows when her children were too
young to help much, In 1938
Henry bought his mother a wash-
ing machine and during the 1950s
the family became more modern
by acquiring electricity, indoor
plumbing and a phone.

Samuel and Sephronia eventu-
ally acquired about 320 acres of
land in the Bluebell area. For 27
years the family of 10 lived in a
two-room log home. They did move
into a newly built home in 1950.

It took the Jenkins family sev-
eral years to actually settle into
Bluebell but once they did they
decided it was a nice place to live.

Sam passed away in 19569 and

Sephronia passed on in 1975,
(Source: The first history book
of Bluebell.)
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Separate _::__m meet as onﬁou

Their paths crossed 60 years ago
and then again in 2002 when tall,
lanky and handsome 84-year old
Lorell “Lee” Roberts knocked on the
door of his future wife’s house in
LaVerkin, Utah. He told the petite,
beautiful blue-eyed widow who an-
swered the door that he was with the
senior volunteers and was visiting
folks in the area who lived alone.

Eighty-threeyear old Ellen Cornielus (34

had ﬂm_ amwwm that this knock would
not only lead to a marriage of which
she had only dreamt, but would also
help ber find a link to her past.
During I.ee's next visits to Ellen,
the pair got to know each other and
were fascinated by what they were
discovering. What really surprised

the two was the fact that first of all 8

they had met a special someone at
their age, and second that they shared
common interests.

Lee was particularly fascinated
with Ellen’s adventurous life. Her
Jewish mother died when she was
just 2-years old and her fathar placed
her and her G-year old brother,
Sanford “Sandy” Morris, in an or-
phanage in Circleville, Ohio.

Ellen only stayed at the E.uwwn.
age for nine years. No, she wasn’t
adopted — she decided to run away.
With the mﬁﬂﬁu?.— escape under her
belt she began supporting herseif at
age 11 when she was befriended by 2
paperboy wha helped her land a job
washing dishes in a restaurant for $3
a week and & closet in which to sleep.

The last time she ever talked to
Sandy was in line on their way to
school. Girls and boys were not al-
lowed to talk to each other at the
orphanage and were not housed to-
gether,

The EEEm.m made whispered
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THOUGHTFUL OE — H..mn Hﬂo_un_..u _%Emm: his bride m__az a beautiful organ fora s_n&_nm Enmna s__._nu thetwa
married a little over a vear ago. i
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me ifhe didn't get killed,” said m...:ms
4] never heard from him again.”

Then one day while he was just
scanning the Internet, Lee'sson, Jay
Roberts, just happened to spot an
inquiry for an Ellen Mortis (Ellen’s
maiden name was Sarah Ellen Mor-
ris} by a Linda Morris who lived in
Alabama. Jay works for the LDS
Church Family History Department
and had tried to locate Ellen’s family
on prior occasions.

Soon Ellen was chatting on the
phone with Sandy’s granddaughter
and the two were exchanging pic-
tures and letters. Ellen discovered
Sandy, who was a flight instructor,
had a heart attack while flying his
plane.

Ellen is glad to have some closure
to that part of her life and the gppor-
tunity to correspond with her niece.

Like many folks in their eighties
Leeand Ellen didn't think they would
aver meet a perfect companion, let
alonesomeone with whom they share
so many interests, “We feel it is a
miracle that we met at all,” said Lea,

“We decided to put our two social
security checks together,” said Lee,
always the romantic. The two were
married on Nov. 4, 2002 in Duchesne
by aJustice Ooﬁz:mmn Their nine-
month courtship included drives,
dates to the fair, nights cut at the
movies, and horse events.

Since Ellen didn't like the heat of
southern Utah the two decided to
settle in the Basin because they both
likeopen country and peace and quiet.

They drove around the area and

( found a little house on a rise in Blue-

bell that was perfect for all of their
animals including: horses, pigeons, a
miniature mule, goats, a dog, a cat, a

: * goose, two pet mallards that can fly

away but don't, Eastern Wild Tur-
key, chukker, quail, peacock, pheas-
ants and many different breeds of
chickens,

They have settled into their new
routinereadingin bed when the roost-
ers start crowing, feeding the ani-
mals morning and night and wm_num
weekly outings to lunch at the senior
center, to the LDS Vernal! Temple,
and to an.n_u on Sunday.

They both enjoy being able to do-
nate blood. Lee has made 60 done-
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their age, and second that they shared
common interests.

Lee was particularly fascinated
with Ellen’s adventurous life. Her
Jewish mother died when she was
just 2-yearsold and her father placed
her and her 5-year old brother,
Sanford “Sandy” Morris, in an or-
phanage in Circleville, Ohio.

Ellen only stayed at the orphan-
ape for nine years. No, she wasn't
adopted — she decided to run away.
With the successful escape under her
belt she began supporting herself at
age 11 when she was befriended by a
paperboy who helped her land a job
washingdishesin a restaurant for $3
a week and a closet in which to sleep.

The last time she ever talked to
Sandy was in line on their way to
school. Girls and boys were not al-
Towed to talk to each other at the
orphanage and were not housed to-
gether.

The siblings made whispered
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“SHARING A PASSION — Ellen and

ot

are both

“horse people,” but now that they are in their eighties and no longer riding
they are going to sell their two paints, a 4-year old mare and an 8-month
old filly. The have already purchased a yearling miniature mule to help

keep them busy.

plans to meet at a specified location
outside the orphanage grounds so
they could run away together. Ellen
was there but Sandy wasn’t. “I never
knew why he wasn't there,” she said.

Until her marriage to Ken
Mansfield at age 17 she lived with
geveral families who were _muvummmmn
with the independent E.H.H.. including
the bigbhand star Ted Lewis, who was
popular in the 1920s and 1930s. Dur-
ing this time she moved from
dishwashing to several more inter-

.

esting jobs in New York City and
developed a love for horses.

Meanwhile back in Roosevelt Lee
was growing up on horses, just one
more bond that would draw the
couple to each other.

Over the years the two were in
serious accidents which left them
with severe injuries. Ellen was badly
injured in a car/train collision which
claimed thelives of three other teens.
Lee suffered crushed vertebra in a
construction accident when his friend

= ,.... v r
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THOUGHTFUL GIFT— Lee Roberts bought hisbride Ellen a beautiful organ for a wedding present when the two

married a little over a year ago.

accidently nailed his foot with an air.
hammer, knocking Lee to the con-
crete floor below.

Both Lee and Ellen sre cancer
survivprs. Cander ofthe throat el-
most claimed Ellen’s life. Lea battled
testicular cancerin 1955. Ellen's sur-
gery to remove her cancer left her
with a soft voice making it difficult at
times to communicate with Lee who
is hard of hearing. “We write notes,”
explained Ellen with a smile,

Ken was a long haul trucker and
Ellen quickly learned how to drive a
truck. The couple moved to Califor-
nia during World War II and Ellen
and found herself working on B17
and B27 bombers in an aircraft plant
and then for the Red Cross at a hos-
pital in Mare Island, California.

During the same period, Lee was
asailorin the U.S. Navy stationed on
Mare Island and assigned to the spe-
cial ship repair unit. They lived and
worked so close to each other that
Lee could have bumped into Ellen at
the store or along the sidewalks.

As the war drew to a clase their
paths started to diverge. Soon after
the second atomicbomb was dropped
on Japan, Lee found himself sailing
to the Sasabo Navy Base in Japan on
the USS Nererus, a ship he helped
build.

Ellen was on her way to a large
ranch near Reno, Nevada. Ken lost a
leg in the war and was discharged.
The two signed on asacouple to work
at the ranch as cook and cowhand,
but eontrary to what ranch manage-
ment planned, Ellen was the cow-

5 B
]

hand for six years and Ken was the
cook. After 13 yedrs of marriage Ellen
and Ken divorced.

% In 1855 Ellen worked in western

would don similar wigs and look-a-
lika putfits, go if you're ever watch-
ing an old western and the heroine
rides off into the sunset it just might
be Ellen.

‘ Later she owned and operated a
redtaurant in Carlin, Nevada, and
aléo boarded and trained horses. In
1961 she married her second hus-
band, Horace Cornielus, whe was a
Mormon. Two years later Ellen was
baptized a member of the Mormon
church., They later solemnized what
would be a 41-year marriage in the
LDS temple. She and Horace eventu-
ally gettled in Washington County
where she owned a charming restau-
rant in Virgin.

. Lee married twice. His first mar-
riage lasted six years and produced
three children, but ended in divorce.
Lee later married Pauline Torretta,
a beautiful Italian woman. The two
had three children and were married
54 years before they divorced.

also moved about the country
working as a carpenter. “I was born
and raised in Roosevelt and left in
1987 to find work with the carpenter's
union building army and navy instal-
lations throughout the West,” said
Lee. He also lived and worked in
Wisconsin for 38 years,

{Lee headed for Californiain 1974
where he worked construction, help-
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ing to build eight LDS chapels in

eight different cities. He returned to

Utah in 1984 and drove tractor on an
LDS churech farm in Lehi for, 8 spell.

Eventually ‘he landad -in a—..m i
cane, Uthh, Ti¥inghldoe ind ¥olun-
teering two days a week at the senior
center and one day a week at the St.
George T'emple. That is when he de-
cided to join the Senior Companion
program, a decision that eventually
led him to Ellen.

Leeisgrandfather to 20 and great-
grandfather to 24 and is used to hav-
ing a large family and so he found it
unusual that Ellen, who never had
children, didn't know the where-
abouts of any relatives.

After their separatign at the or-
phanage Ellen searched for Sandy
for 70 years. “She wrote to
everyplace,” said Lee. “Even to the
war department during the Second
World War.” That inquiry led to a
reply to a letter she sent Sandy dur-
ingthe war. “He said he was shipping
out the next day and would write to

tunity to correspond with her niece.

Like many folks in their eighties
Leeand Ellendidn’t think they would
ever meet & perfect companion, let
alonesomeone with whom they share
80 many interests. “We feel it is a

- miracle that we met at all,” said Lee.

“We decided to put our two social
security checks together,” said Les,
always the romantic. The two were
married on Nov. 4, 2002 in Duchesne
by a Justice Court Judge, Their nine-
month courtship included drives,
dates to the fair, nights out at the
movies, and horse events.

Since Ellen didn't like the heat of
southern Utah the two decided to
settle in the Basin because they both
like open country and peace and quiet.

They drove around the area and
found alittle house on a rise in Blue-
bell that was perfect for all of their
animals ineluding: horses, pigeons, »
miniature mule, goats, a dog, a cat, a

' goose, two pet mallards that can fly

away but don’t, Eastern Wild Tur-
key, chukker, quail, peacock, pheas-
ants and many different breeds of
chickens,

They have settled into their new
routinereadinginbed when the roost-
ers start crowing, feeding the ani-
mals morning and night and taking
weekly cutings to lunch at the senior
center, to the LDS Vernal Temple,
and to church on Sunday.

They both enjoy being able to do-
nate blood. Lee has made 60 dona-
tions and guesses Ellen has made
even more sinee she worked for 13
years at the blood bank in St. George.
They. also read at night before they

goto an.% while E&mwﬁw Eﬁﬁt

 “Bhe'stafabalons cookbut-she's -

too fancy for me,” sdid Lee who ad-
mits he has gained ten pounds since
‘his marriage to Ellen. On the other
hand, Ellen has lost 15 pounda. The
couple is already planning what they
are geing to plant in their quarter
acre garden this spring and are busy
hand-earrying a dump truck load of
gravel around their place in wheel
barrels.

“I have the hushand, the life and
the family that most girls, including
me, only dream about. I have been
surrounded by love from Lee and all
of this ¢hildren and family. For the
first time in my life, I know what it
feels like to love someone in return,”
said Ellen. “My life was a total vacuum
up until I met Lee. There is no way I
can degcribe what this means, unless
you experience it.”
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After 43 years on the job
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The Bluebell Store was built about 1915
by John and Mable Therning. It has seen
many renovations and owners, but is still
the heart of the community of Bluebell. | Ca -
Sylvia Hudson has seen Bluebell go from a bustling community to the more relaxed rural look where the ma-
jority of its residents farm and ranch, and commute to work in neighboring Roosevelt.

JEE.T

from Bluebell Store
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An aenal photograph ofthe Monsen family Bluebell Com Maze
depicts a corn-eating T-Rex “Com-i-vore.” The 7 acres of twists
and tumns, a farm-inspired playground, wagon rides, pick-yaur-
own pumpkins and other family activities will run from Sept. 26
through Cct. 31. For more information, call (435) 822-6293.

T-Rex takes a hite out

of Bluebell corn maze

By Nancy Spurlock
Uintah Basin Standard

Ifyou’rein Bluebell between
Sept. 26 through Oct. 31, beon
the lookout for the T-Rex that
lurks in the corn.

The Monsgen family Bluebell
Corn Maze depicts a corn-eat-
ing T-Rex “Corn-i-vore” and
itscreatorsinvite you to “come
have fun and get lost” in it.

The 7 acres of twists and
turns, a farm-inspired play-
ground, wagon rides, pick-your-
own pumpking, a cow train,
pumpkin and corn launchers,
a goat walk, a corn shed and
warm food hold the promise
of family fun .from Sept, 26
throargh Oct. 31.

“We bring everything in
because thisisjusta cornfield,”
owner and creator Mark Mon-
sen said. “We bring electricity
in, all of our buildings and ail
of our games. We try to make
it as comfortable for people as
we can. We set up tents, we
have picnic tables and places
for them to sit,”

The Bluebhell Corn Maze
is located %- mile north of
the Bluebell Store. It's open
Tuesdays and Wednesdays by
advance reservation only for
groups of 20 or more; Thurs-
daye and Fridays from 5 to 9
p.m.; and Saturdays from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m.

Prices are for ages 11 to
adult, $7; children ages 5 to 10,
$5. Prices are increased by $2
beginning Oct. 15 during nor-
mal hours of operation at dark
for family friendly haunting
{no group reservations during
the haunting time). Children
4 and under get in free with
an accompanying adult. A $3
courtyard fee is applicable for
those not participating in the
maze.

UINTAH COUNTY LiBsivan’
REGIONAL ROOM
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“I'don’t sell products at my
farm; even though I do' seil
pumpking and concessions. |
sell experiences,” Monsen said.
“You can go anywhere and buy
a pumpkin, but I'll seli you a
wagon ride and you'll get to
go out in the field and actually
pick your,own pumpkin, :

“So there's an expenence
there and since we've been in
business for nine years, we have
lots of return customers and
that’s part of the tradition,”
Monsen, continued. “They
come out and they take lots of
pictures. It'san enjoyable time
seeing people have such a fun
time.”

For more information or to
make advance reservations call
(435) 822-6293 or for groupres-
ervations call (435) 454-3732.
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-IF THESE WALLS COULD TALK

The Bluebell Store tells its story

By Mindy Mitchell

. Surrounded by green fields, wild
grass, sage brush and blue swaying
flowers, the Bluebell Store has es-
sentially been the center of the
small community of Bluebell for
over 80 years.

Functioning as 4 feed store,
marketplace, gas station, messag-
ing service, post office, hair.salon
and all around gathering place the
store has nurtured the community
and witnessed several changes
throughout the years. In fact, the
small store hag almost taken on a
life of its own as it has quietly
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SHE'S SEEN IT ALL — Sylvia B. Hudsoifthas been an employee of the

Bluebell Store and post office for over 40 years. She has witnessed many
changes in society and enjoys being a part of the Bluebell community
which she has served since she moved there when she was 17-years-old.

The Bluebell store Is so
rooted within the
community it seems ta

be a living, breathing

entity of its own.

observed and endured changes in
owmners, economy, technology and

society.

Nothing says Bluebell Store

o W gm e .
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years off and on. She has observed
the rise of technology and partici-
pated in the evolution of the com-
munity. .

“Sylvia is the Bluebell store to
me,” says Amy Jenkins the current
owner.

A Look Back

Originally there were two stores

in Bluebell — the Hancoek store’

and the Therning-store:
The Therning store, which is the

more than Sylvia B. Hudson who 1L ‘

has seen it all. Sylvia has been an
employee of the gtore for over 40 ©

leather, shoe repaira and carpen-
ter tools. The goods were hauled in
by wagon and the trip tp Salt Lake

and back took nine to 14 days. 7R

Thestore also sold grocerieslike
sugar, lard, salt, baking powder,
matches, candles, tobacco, coffee,
tea, canned salmon, pork and
beans, dry beans, and rice. Aside

3 from being a local hardware and

grocery store, it was also a fabric
shop and' carried gingham, calico,
SO :

i on D IORERIG
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THE OLD AND THE NOT-SO-OLD — Th€ Bluebeli Store.today, as horse and buggy pass by. The biiggy rides

ALMOST A CENTURY OF
CHANGES — TheBluebe]l Store
was built about 1915 by John and
Mable Therning. It has seen many
renovations and owners but is still
the heartofthe community of Blue-
bell.

are offered for family reunions. The Bluebell Store has served the area for 80 years and has seen Bluebell go from
a bustling community in the early 1900s to the more relaxed rural look where the majority of its residents farm and
ranch, and commute to work in neighboring Roosevelt.

mmee VI rrent Bluebell Store was built
SR LD J around 1915 by Johin K. and Mable

Therning. |
The first items the store carried

*  werenails, spikes, horseshoe nails,

horseshoes, rasps, files, axes and
axe handles, shovels, grubbing
hoes, picks, pick handles, tubs,
pails, wire clothesline, rope,

wvmmmum.nvmmmmaoﬁmmgnmﬂ.

nel, ribbon in all colors, elastic, |

rough cotton sacks, overalls and

ticking for pillows and mattresses.
The Hancock store was owned

by Levison and Emily Hancock,

The store had “two hand-operated

__SEE wrmﬁwmrﬁ on unmm H.m M,
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The Bluebell
Post Office and

its postmasters:

As far back as most le
rememberthe Bluebell Post Of-
fice has been attached to the
Bluebell Store. In the begin-
ning Levison Hancock operated
the post office and a storaout of.
g small room in his home.
Hancock served as postmaster
from 1910 to 1915..In thoss
days mail wes delivered by a '
pack horse then later it was
delivered by horse and buggy or

laced by Mary 8, Merrel who
served as postmaster from 1915
s the

* Along with running th
store John Thurning also
served a5 postmasterfrom 1923
to 18486,

* Store owner Hazel
Goodrich Teplaced John
Thurning es postmaster in Feh-
ruary of 1847,

* Sharleen Goodrich who
was also a store owner served
as postmaster from 1978 until
she passed away in g tragic car
mga_mmm.un? 1897,

Dixen Taylor replaced
Sharleen Goodrich and’ occu-
pied the position until he was
I igned to Altamont.

placed Dixen Taylor as post-

master. Libberton is now a su-

mﬁ.&mou at the Vernal Post Of
ce,

* The current officer in
charge is Jim Bryson. He will
be leaving May 25 to become.
the postmaster in Manilla. Sue,

ood Will become theofficerin |
until & new postmaster
iB appointed.
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ome was

one of hardship and faith

Herman J. Winkler, was de-
scribed as & “go getter” who never
knew when he was tired. He was
born in Richfield in 1866 to par-
ents who were recent immigrants
from Switzerland. They arrived
in Utah in 1864 after joining the
LDS church.

Due to trouble with the Indi-
ans, the family left Richfield and
moved to Manti. Shortly thereaf-
ter, they followed their friends to
Mt. Pleagant where they lived in
a two-room school house.

Herman's mother died in child-
birth when he was 14. His father
remarried and Herman went to
live with his aunt, Louise Hasler,
whom he was very fond of. He
worked for farmers and sheep-
men to “earn his keep.”

Martha Verona Gardner, the
second of ten children, was born
in Salem in 1874. Mertha, along
with her family, moved to Scofield
after her father homesteaded &
ranch there.

Martha and Herman met while
Herman was a foreman over a
large herd of sheep. He visited
their ranch and the family invited
him to spend the evening. He
came over often using the excuse
of coming for milk and butter.
Marthe and Herman dated for
three years before becoming en-
gaged.

Herman asked Martha to
marry him just after the dedica-
tion of the Salt Lake Temple on
April 17, 1898, which they both
had attended. They were married
on July 6, 1894 in the Manti
Temple.

The couple lived in Molen in
Emery County for a short time
and moved to Scofield to run a
cattle and dairy farm for a while.
Then they moved back to Molen

where their first son, Ralphy

Herman, was born in 1895. Their
second child, Alice, was born in
1897 in Salem.

The family lived in various
small towns and ended up setting
up a home in Ferron where they
stayed until 1910. Four more chil-
dren were added to the family:
Wiiliamr, 1900; Uirich Bernard,

1902; Anna Mary, 1904; and Jii&-
tin Ji 1907,

“Herman worked hard to sus-
tain his family. His greatest de-
sire was to have his children close
to him,” wrote Martha Verona in
her memoirs which were published

" in “Bluebell, UT 1806-1983.”

In 1910 Herman brought his
family to the, Uintah Basin and
acquired land in Bluebell. “The
journey was long and hard, made
by team and wagon with furni-
ture, clothing and other supplies.
The cattle were driven by the
bays, the family rode in a buggy,”
wrote Martha.

The family stayed at Fiank
Smith]sshome while Herman built
them a home, Verona was born in
Roosevelt in 1911 and Frnest:was
born in Cedarview in 1913.

“Our permanent home was a
three room house built from logs
one half mile north from
Therning’s Store,” wrote Martha.
“These were hard days for every-
one, but we were happy. We washed
our clothes on a washboard with
homemade soap, and knitted
stockings by hand. Eggs were

' for cloth from which
our clothes were made.”

In 1915, Herman was called to
serve a mission in the central
states and with Martha’s encour-
agement, he went. He spent most
of his time in Oklahoma. During
his mission he contracted ma-
laria fever from which he never
quite recovered.

During the flu epidemic of the
early 1900s, about two years after
Herman returned from his mis-
sion their last child, Velma; was
born in 1919. Martha managed to
avoid the flu, however Velma was
very sick. The whole family con-
tracted the flu but unlike many
others in Bluebell who lost their
loved ones, the Winkler family
was

Herman served as a ward
teacher almost all his life. He was
a member of the high council, a
counselor in Sunday School, stake
leader of genealogy and also served
three years as the school trustee.

“He loved his fellow men, was
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of nine children, added the gift of lov

RSu-JhmImmWinklg. parents
e to the early Bluebell community. The

B

Winkler family worked hard and dedicated many years of servicetothe LDS

Church,

concerned about their welfare. No
one was ever turned from his
door, regardless of nationality.
They were always welcome, If he
didn't, worry about anything in
his own family, he worried about
his neighbor,” wrote Martha,

Herman’s health continued to
decline after catching melaria and
he passed away June 17, 1926
leaving Martha a widow with nine
children.

“] had tried to make the best of
ev ing he left for us, and with
the help of my dear children we
have not suffered,” wrote Martha

_—#-

who boarded school teachers,
worked in the canning center and

cooked lunch at the school to

earn a living. When she turned 656
she received federal assistance of
$25 per menth.

Marthaserved as primary presi-
dent for nine years and as relief
society president for 23. years.
When the Bluebell Ward cleaned
and painted the Altamont chapel,
Martha, at 80-years-old, was there
to help. :

Martha lived to be 87-years-old
and passed away in 1961, 35 years
after her husband.
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_ BLYEBELL CENTENNIAL
Two grand women

are part of Bluebell's
historic fabric

*| wanted my kids to
do everything | had
done as a young gir|

on my parents’ farm.”
—~Arsula Bird, Bluebel

By P!:u'l Johngon

Together they have 176 yearsof
“living!” Arsula Bird and Lois
Goodrich. of Bluebell have loved

life from the horse and buggy days
to land rovers on Mars. They are
twoof many great women who have
woven the fabric of Bluebell ag it
net}mktl:ecenhqnnia]mnrkthiaJuly.
o

Both women were born in Ioka,
Lois in 1917 and Arsula in 1918,
Bothare 88-years-young. “I'm told
Iwashorninthe (homestead) cabin
in the gulch,” said Arsula. “My
parents were Lewis Larson and
Zetta Spencer who migrated from
theMantiareaofSanpeteCounty."

Lois’ folks were Melvin Benson
from Woodland, Wasatch County,

LT BT A

made butter was packed into the glass oup, it was turned over on a plate.
The handie was pushed down, leaving the imprint of a cow on the rounded

butter brick.
\ 'UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
Essin Sttrdag] ~ RN ROOM :
1 =it Clakis R FILE FOLDER
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A BLUEBELL GRAND LAD _
—Lois Goodrichhas lived in Blue-
bell for nearly seven decades. She
moved from Ioka to Bluebell with
herhusband Owen in 1938, Memo-
ries fill much ofher time now. She
once enjoyed collecting dishes
with paintings, particularly those
by Norman Rockwell,

and Rachel Smith of Snowflake,
Arizona. Both families bought

| farms in Toka. Lois had two broth.

ers and four sisters; Arsula six sig-
‘ters and four hrothers.

“That farm is where I learned to

work,” bragged Arpula. . “Thers

wasn't anything I'couldn’t do. My
parents were not educated people

but they were smart! They knew
jl,l_st.wha\_ttodototakecareoftheir

Arsula loves horses! As a girl,
she saddled up and rode all day,
with the admonition from her fa-
ther to “be home by dark.” “I was
on a horse last when I was 80-

~ years-old, If my legs will let me, I

going to mount up again this sum-
mer.” )

All giblings in Arsula’s family
were assigned jobs on the farm, “I
had to herd 16 milk cows, ride the
work horse when we cultivated,
weed the garden, drive the team
and tromp hay on the wagon and
help Mother in the house,

“We had no running water, In
winter, I harnessed a horse to the
8sledge, loaded a bucket and barrel
‘and headed for an creek that was

~ not frozen in Upaleo. I was fast]

“It was a good thing that we all
had good hands (pn the farm). We
never lacked for a thing! Dad al-
ways raised and stored more food

e R
SERVICE TO YOUTH — Lois
Goodrich was a4-H leader in Blue-
bell for 42 years. This photo ac-
companied a tribute to her in the
Salt Lake Tribune some years ago.

than we could eat. He gave a lot
away to those who were going with-
out. Mother bottled fruits and veg-
etables all summer and fall.

“Mother was a great cook. But,
we had a hankering to try store
bought bread and jam, Father got
some. We never asked for it again,”
Bird laughed.

Music was important in Lois’
home. Her father loved to write
songs and two were published —
Found You In Uintah and He Left
A 8tar In The Window To Keep
TheStars In Old Glory (atribute to
those who fought in World War IL)

“One song, ‘On Qur Farm,’ had

SEE BLUEBELL on page 20
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MITCHELLS MEDDLE WiTH METALS
Upalco family forges ahead,
turns dream business into reality

Iy Susnn Cotlier

Oneofihe first things many new-
tomers 1o (he Basin notice in the
shundance of beautiful intricale
metal decurations adorning the en-
nchesin the aren.
unigue and typi-
ilestyle ofitaowner
he crvaturs of most of ——F.!_ de
signs are Croig Mitchel
[leAnn, and their son

J World famous resorts
J like Steamboat Springs
and Breckenridge,
Colorado leature the
9 Mitchell’s intricate
" melal work.
the Sall Lake (dympica.

T iln elford b spruce up for the
(Hynipica, funita were allocated for

miaw hiis first plnama culter he wonted
todnartistic metaldeaign, Hisdream
has evets el him to do a design Far

& the busine: Ieoutification projecis at the Uni-
‘roig's pari-time hetp.  versity of Utnh, Tho University of
g welding ot Uin 1'tah Army ROTC wanted a profes-
rehinalogy Collegy rianal signwith the ROTC logo [oe ita

training building. The ROTC funds
wero only enough to cover most of
the materinls, bul Sandhollow Preci-
sion Metal donaled their labor and a
beautiful mognificent sign haa been
erected on the building for all the

WELCOMI TO QUR [HOME-

below a unigere mountain design

Sandhollow Precision Metal buidt this
heautifd mnch emtrance decoration (0 welcome visitors to the .5, West
ranch. Horsetnenhead inthe direction of anelk and an Indian hunts bufFalo

world Lo sea,
‘The company alse presented a
metal dinner bell shaped like Utah to

Gov. Mike Leavitt, and it has works
in world famous resorta like Steam:-
hoat Springs and Breckenridge. The
Mitehell's intricate metal work is
Found on the upper wnlls ola restou-
rint in Winter ﬂanw. Coloruda, ‘The
work virtually surrounds the
reataurant’s interior.

DeAnn doean't weld but nhe loads
desyzha into the plasma cutter com-
pilerand cuts sime of thelr intricnte
designe on their 8 by 12 il CNC
plasma cutling lable, which has a
down draft feature thet sucks the
amoke out of the jarage. The com-
puler basically Lells the arm — which
inoutfitted with ncutter head — how
to thove in order Lo complete the
work stored in ils memory. Plrsma ia
nn innized gas which acts like o turch
bul can cut ihe metal in intriente
edail

Metal's sirength nllows the nrtist
trcrente delicate designa which look
as :.csa_. they motion. Bound-
cnte horns, gun-
king broncos with
riders, frolicking colts, an Indiap with
spear in hand chasing stampeding
hufalo, and etnlking cougara nre nfl

CUSTOMIRS WI LCOME — Craig E:. DeAnn Mitchell, owners of Sandhollow Precision Metal, welcome
shoppers 10 their <tore whenever they are home. The store carries hundreds of decorative metal iteme,

suppoticdat afew
they intersect the

Someof the M
ing picces reflecl

1l poatswhere

most iridescent shades of blues,
greens, ind purples na 4 result of a
“secrel” heat fitish process.

In addition Lo their lorge custom
ordersthe Mitchels create hundreds
ol smaller scenes for walls or tables
Most of Croig’s scenes tell o atory.
usually from his life or from o slory
he has heard. DeAnn and Kevin reil
the mein! scenes and hundredn of

wther items, such ns
gﬂr.: holders,
awitch covern, und key b
their large store located on the fiest
Moorof the Mitchell shomein Upaleo.

holders,
rees, light
ers, out of

Their list of credidn i= protty Amaz-

SEE MITCUHELL on page 20

Cemitanning o Frime quase 11

ingsattee the Mt
doing metal nrt

for the lust
sveh Been fea-
western nrta

d DeAnn enjoy loading
hunderds of netal designs into their
trailer and setti IT Lo participate
it art and fine c It shows, romc

Oregon “Anywhe
said Croig The M

ment in o fow years when he will be
able o devote ime o the busi-
ness and 1o shy We can be tour-
ists all wevk and then don show, 10
the whole secret of the deal,” de-
clared Craig.

Accordingto Crnigthesmallerclk
desigia sell hetter thananythingels:

dump
The Mitchells have known cach

ringtheOlym
Frir its Helwer,

» crjoy meving
round lawn.
s in hard work,



Hoerigy LGUK BALRE 8L Y iR G Wse firet
LGt tuust Uidesteil shudes of blues,  usually from his life or from a sto floor of tha Mitchell's hom b Upales.
spear in hand chasing uguo&”.n groens, and purples as 4 result of 8 he has heard. DeAnn und Kevin Their list ol credits inpretty amasz.
buffalo, and stalking cougars are secret” heat finish process. the metal scenes and af BEE MITCHELL og age 30

Continued from page 17

manumzﬂ-rub_m.n__n_rruéez_w_ﬁa_._
doing metal art scriously for the last
six years. They have oven becn fea-
tured in Silver Sage, n western arty
publication, and have been featured
artista nt urt and fine crafts shows
uround the West

O.MM and DeAnn enjoy loading
hundreds of metal designs intn their
Lemiler and secting off o participale
in art and fine craft shows, some-
times a8 mony as 30 4 summer., They

WELCOME TO OUR HOME — Sandhollow Precision Metal built this Bave furticipated in shawe in No.
beautiful ranch entrance decoration o welcame visitors to the R.S, West m"..c___...a: w...wﬂ_u..ﬁ..a?. I aﬂﬂ“pﬁ. m
manch, Horsemen head inthe direction of an ik and an Indian hunts bufTalo said Craig. The Mitchells plan 1o go
bekow a unique mountain design. Lo Alaskn this surimer for a show.
. Craig is looking forward to retire-

ment in a few years when he will be
ble t devote more Lime 1o the busi.
ness nnd to shows. “We can by tour-
ista all week and then do o show. It’s
the whole secrel of the deal,” de-
clared Craig.

Accordingto Craigihe smallerelk
designs sell ra_.Sq:.-zuaua_._:nn_n..

18 ure willing Lo make
t junk designe or mod:
rea. Crafg wan quick
L Sandhollow Preci-
5 tukes trish metnl to the

oent homes, Their 35-year mar-
riage produced five childres and nine
rrandehildren.

The Mitchell's creative western
art willbeondisplayduringthe Olym-
pics at the Wild Wost Fair in Heber,
Frh. 11-23

The Mitchelts ulso enjoy seeing
their work as they drive around town.
“The metal business is hard work.
the rewards are very satisfying.”
1 Craig “Wae take extreme pride
in showing reatistic detail and pro-
dueing a high quality product forour

tomersata ble price.” For
aglimpse of what the Mitchells have
i nffer check out their website at
=ww.sandhollowmelalort com.

NTAH CO:.
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STEALING FROM THE DEAD?

- CHERYL MECHAM, LINTAH BASH m.mm
Connie Hart ailﬂds beside her husband's grave in the Upalco Cemetery. She is outraged at the theft that has oc-

curred at the cematary and dishaartened by the apathy, and excuses fhat she’s encountered by family members
of the deceased buried there.

‘Widow says cemetery
hit by thieves, vandals

By Cheryl Mecham. = Hart'shusband, Allen, waslaid torest in September,

Uintah Basin Standard ] buried next to her grandson, Justin, who died the year
before. It's the hardest loss she's known, Hart said,

. The Upaleo Cemeteryls unique. adding that her husbend was there to help her when

There iz no manicured lawn, just a few lilac bushes, she buried her mother and her grandson,
and scattered iris greens. A couple.dozen family plots “We were gide-by-side for26'yaarn, Hart said. “We
lay side by side, undisturbed. Atleastuntil g couple of had plans like so many, peop e dg.”
flower-snatching maranders sacked-the place, Just hefore Memorial Day, Hart and her daughter.
Connie Hart, arecant widow, is outraged at the theft andgrnndnhildmgamvedattheUpalco Cemeterywith
and_t?:permg that'has taking place and the mess Jeft | SEECEMETERY on pago A4

UINTAH COu~ i Y LIBRARY
. . REGIONAL ROOM
Uindeh Basin Sdandard No, PILEFOLRER
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By ViAnn Prestwich

Last spring when Mark Mon-
sen seeded his corn, he planted
some rows running east jand
west and some rows runding
north and south. This prodfced
a seven-acre grid that has how
been,cut info a maze. i

Thisistheeighth yearthat the
Bluebell farmer hasused hisTeld
toproduce a place where families
can have fun getting lost.

Opening Sept. 21 and run-
ning until Oct:. 27, this year's
corn maze, an outline of an oil

workeér, is intended to celebrate
1

the oil industry.

“The oil industry has done

a lot for the %um?:.gouwmn ox-
plained. “That's why we chose
this design.” :

RhondaAyala,amother of two
young daughters, looks forward
to taking the girls outto Bluebell
each fall for a trip through the
corn maze.

«1 think it is really good,
“Ayala said, “because it’s a good
activity for any kid young or old.
My girls have a ball.”

And, the Bluebell Corn Maze,
is o much more than “just a
maze.” Monsen has two acres
where kids and adults can go
walk through the pumpkin patch
and take home their own pump-
kin. Other attractions include a
box filled with shelled corn that
children can play in.

Thereis a “cow train” —bar-
rels painted like cows pulled by
a four-wheeler. There are goats
to pet. Apumpkin launcher, PVC
slide, corn cannon, and hay ride
are also part of your experience
at the maze. Kettle corn, which
Monsen claims is the best in
the world, and hot dogs can be
purchased.

Duringthelastthree weeksin
October themaze will behaunted
with characters from fairy tales
who have “gone bad.” The witch
from Hansel andGretel will be
there, as wellagother characters
for the family friendly haunt-
© ing.

There's a lot of learning
that goes hand-in-hand with
the entertainment. The RC&D
along with the Soil Conservation
District and a grant sponsored
throughgthe Bureat of Recla-
matiord have hélped subsidize
an educational component for
the 2,000 students who come

Mm.uﬁm_.:a.mm L_“_u mooﬂ 5 ,..,_.;..:._,.ﬂ.:m.wﬁm_._am_.m.nnﬂ

You'll be ‘a-mazed’ |

' MONSEN'S CORN MAZE HAS A LOT TO OFFER

An aerial view of the 2007
Monsen Farm Corn MAIZE
shows the tribute to the oil
and gas industry.

September through October.

Thisyearthey will learnabout
the water cycle through a game
where each child takes on the
role of a drop of water. A drop
may evaporate, become ground
water, or run off into the river.
After playing the game several
times to insure that &ll the stu-
denta see the water cycle from
various viewpoints, the class
enters the maze where there are
“passports” that ask water-re-
lated question. Correct answers
help the youngsters know how
to travel through theé confusing
corridors of corn.

The Monsen family first
opened their corn maze on their
360-acre farm seven years ago
after Mark Monsen talked tokids
from the Basin who had traveled
all theway oubto Pleasant Grove
to go through a corn maze.

“] was a dairy farmer,” Mon-
sen said. “I remember the day I
decided to do this. It was spring
and I was irrigating. I leaned on

my shovel to rest. Tlooked at this:

piace of ground and thought hew

I wasn't going to make hardly

anything by putting water out
on the soil.”
gwﬁg said he wanted to do

1t ~ AL~

n Bluebell

Debbie Ponton and Jill Mage! took first place in the Amaizing wmnw in moc.m.mzn_ mmoo:a._u_mom in
ARAE Tl nlan $a melaim thair tile as the top team this vear.

BYU grad
launched
‘MAIZE

The corn maze E- Blusebell

' was designed by Brett Herbst,

a Brigham Young Universily

agribusiness graduate who grew

up on an Idaho/

Herhst designed one maze in
1996. This originailabyrinth was
located in American Fork, Utah
and was the largest cornimaza
created in the western United
Sates. This unusual attraction
drew 18,000 people in only three

. weeks. m

In 1998 the new MAiZE Com~

3 . pany designed three corn teasers.

Last year his company plann
the Uintah Basin corn networ

and more than 180 other fall en?

tertainment sites. These mazes
were all over the United States,
(Canada, Tialy, Poland, Portugal,
and the United Kingdom,

Mazes part
of the past

Since the 1970s navigating
through an intricate maze has
become a popular form of rec-
reation, but mazes date back a
least 4,000 years. 4

In Roman times mazes and
labyrinths were found in artwork

2 on the floors of homes, public

buildings, and even in the pave-
ment of streets. In the centuries
that followed, mazes appeared

. ; £ in artwork and architecture

in the inlayed floors of French
cathedrals. Hundreds of stone

% labyrinths lined the shores of
% the Baltic Sea.

Later European gardens
included puzzle hedges at the
wealthiest castles apd palaces.

ol The goal within these mszzes
! was to find the center and then

return to the beginning point.
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A COMMUNITY-WIDE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION .
luebell mark 100 years

Young & old help B

By Mindy Mitchell

With a little inspiration and a
lot of motivation almost anything
is possible. Bluebell Centennial
committee members, who have
been planning the celebration for
close to a year, managed to pull
off a huge success with Bluebell's
one hundredth birthday party.

People from far and wide were
lured back home to attend
Bluebell’'s Centenniel Celebration
on Saturday, July 1.

As early a8 7 a.m. folks lined up
for breakfast. The flag raising
ceremony. began later than ex-
pected because the breakfast crowd
was still being served.

Bessie Lisonbee Mace grew up
in Bluebell and traveled from Salt
Lake just to attend the celebra-
tion. “I couldn’t miss it after 1
heard about it,” she said. “I love
to come home to visit my relatives
and enjoy the peace and quiet.
Bluebell wiil always be home.”
Bessie said she's related to ahout
one half of the original settlers of'
Bluebell.

Mindy Warr, who now lives in
Marbleton, Wyoming, and Eliza-
beth Otterstrom now of Salt Lake
City, who were best friends in
high school while growing up in
Bluebell also said they couldn’t
miss the celebration. Theybrought
their families along to support
their home town.

Bluebell’s first parade was a
huge success. The creative com-
mittee members encouraged fami-
lies to design their very own “fam-
ily floats.” Descendants of the
original Bluebell settlers rode on
trailers and wagons which were
pulled by horses and tractors with
gigns bearing the name of the
ancestors.

The Carlson family, whose

ancestors helped settle Bluebell,
rode in a wagon pulled by a four-
wheeler boasting, “Swedes invade
Bluebell 1880 - 1906."

In the afternoon, activities were
plentiful and everyone had some-
thing to do. Children’s games in-
cluded cow milking, roping, dart
gun shooting, fence building, toy
horse riding and a sawdust find.
Teenagers played water balloon

0

s

FAMILY FLOATS— Descendants of early Bluebel settlers participated in i

family floats for Bluebell’s first parade.

their ancestors used to cook so
long ago.

In the evening townspeaple put
on a program, performing talents
and even skits about the early
Blueball settlers. A dinner and an
auction foliowed.

The auction brought in about
$4,100 which will be used to fund
improvements to the community.
“The funds will probably be spent
on the cemetery and park,” said

committee member Janice Bird
who estimates that about 1,000
pecple attended the celebration.

“We ran out of food, and we
had 300 hamburgers and 200
hotdogs!” she said. “I am shocked
that so many people came.”

No doubt, the early Bluebell
pioneers would be shocked as well
and also pleasantly surprised at
how the community they created
continues to flourish.
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